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Compassion even toward the Enemy 


Ce ee rr rr rr rr is 


FAITH AND ISLAM 


RELIGION IS A NECESSITY 


He Who has created death and life, so that He may try you 
(and demonstrate to yourselves) which of you is better in 
deeds. And He is the All-Glorious with irresistible might 


(Whose will none can frustrate), the All-Forgiving (Qur'an, 
Mulk 67:2) 


od Almighty sends us to this world so that we may 
earn eternal life in the Hereafter. God expects hu- 
man beings to believe in Him and worship Him, the 
sole Creator, in order to gain access to an eternal life and ev- 
erlasting bliss, referring to life in Heaven. God proclaimed the 
means and commands of reaching this eternal life and happi- 
ness in this world and the Hereafter through the holy books 
and prophets that He has sent to humankind. What is called 
religion is the sum of those commands and prohibitions men- 
tioned in the holy books by the prophets. 





Islam is the last divine religion and the Prophet Muham- 
mad, peace be upon him, the seal of the prophets, is the proph- 
et of this last religion. As the most comprehensive religion, Is- 
lam also complements the religions that preceded it. 


Believing is beautiful 


Faith requires acknowledging something and believing in it 
without any trace of doubt. Specifically, religious faith is to 
profoundly believe in the message of God conveyed by the 
Prophet Muhammad. One should believe in two main sources 
of religion: the Qur’an and the Sunnah, the traditions of the 
Prophet Muhammad that refer to his words and actions. What 
makes our faith acceptable by God is to affirm in our heart 
what we acknowledge with our tongue. 








S THE FIRST MUSLIM CHILD 
When God Almighty, through the Archangel Gabriel, an- 
>. nunciated his task as a prophet to Muhammad, peace be upon 


him, and the Prophet started to invite people to Islam, it was his 

wife Khadijah who first responded favorably to this invitation. 
After a short while, the Archangel appeared to the Proph- 

et upon one of the hills near Mecca. This time, the Angel ap- 


peared in the form of a human being. When the Angel touched 


the ground with the heels of its feet, water gushed forth from 
the earth. He performed the ablution in front of the Proph- 
et. After the Prophet (pbuh) repeated the Angel’s actions, the 
Archangel taught him how to do the prayer. After the Archan- 
gel lett, the Prophet returned home. He taught his wife, Khad- 
ijah, what he had learned from the Archangel and they per- 
“formed ablution and prayed together, thereby making Khadijah 
the first person who performed the prayer after the Prophet. 



















© The Prophet’s cousin, Ali, witnessed the Prophet and his 
j wife, Khadijah, performing the prayer together and watched 
“them in astonishment. Ali was only ten years old. He went 
"up to the Prophet and asked what the movements they had 
just performed were about. The Prophet told him what hap- 
pened when he received the first revelation on Mount Hira 
| and taught that Allah is the One and only God; 
He has no equals; He is the sole creator of all 
and bestows blessings upon His creation; 
He is the One who sustains life and gives 
an end to it. He is the Omnipotent. 


Ali loved the Prophet and trusted him very 
much. Nevertheless, he thought he should discuss 
such an important issue with his father, Abu Tal- 


ib, as well. The Messenger of God told him: 















“Dear Ali! Either believe in what I have just told you or 


keep it secret!” 


Ali could not sleep that night. He thought about what the 
Prophet had told him and decided not to discuss it with his PE 
ther. He went to the Prophet early in the morning and said: 


“I thought about what you told me yesterday.” 


The Messenger of God smiled and invited him to bear wit- 
ness (say the words of shahadah—I bear witness that there is 
no"pod but God, and Muhammad is His Messenger—and be- 
come a Muslim). Little Ali, who was only ten, was honored to 
become the second believer of the message of Islam. 
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THE PLEASURE OF BELIEVING =" 
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The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said: 
“The one, who has those three characteristics, can find N 
pleasure in believing: Loving God and His Messenger 

above anyone/anything else. Loving a person to earn 






the appreciation of God. After God blesses a person 







with becoming a Muslim, fearing to relapse into disbe- 
= as if one fears being thrown into fire.” 















HE WAS SENT TO TEACH US THE RELIGION 


One day, Umar, may God be pleased with him, said: 

“One day, while we were accompanying the Messenger of 
God, a stranger wearing white clothes with a black beard ap- 
proached the Prophet. Sitting in front of him, almost touch- 
ing his knees with his own, asked the Prophet: 

‘Muhammad! Tell me about Islam.’ 

The Messenger of God replied: 

‘Islam is a religion that requires one to bear witness that 
there is no deity but God and that Muhammad is His messen- 
ger, to pray, fast during Ramadan, give alms and go on the Pil- 
etimage if you are capable.’ 

The man continued: 


‘You have told the truth.’ 





e: We were shocked. The man approved what the Prophet 
a = said as if it was not he who had asked the Prophet what the re- 
*  ligion was about. 
He further inquired: 

‘Tell me about iman (faith).’ 

The Messenger of God replied: 


‘Faith is to believe in God, the Angels, the Holy Scrip- 
tures, messengers, the existence of the Hereafter and to 
believe that fate is created by God and that both good 
and evil are created by Him.’ 


The man again approved: 


‘You have told the truth.’ 











And he went on to ask: 


‘Tell me about ihsan (benevolence, perfect goodness)’ 


‘Perfect goodness is to worship God as if you see Him. For 
even though you do not see God, God sees you,’ the Messen- 


ger added. 
When the man asked: 
‘Tell me about the Hour (when is Doomsday).’ 
The Prophet answered: 


‘The one asked about it knows no more than the one ask- 


ing.’ 

Lastly, the man inquired: 

‘Then tell me about its signs.’ 
The Messenger of God explained: 


‘That the female servant should give birth to her 
mistress, and you see poor, naked, barefoot shepherds of sheep 
and goats competing in making tall buildings.’ 


After the man left, the Messenger of God asked me: 
‘Dear Umar, do you know who that person was? 
‘God and His messenger know better,’ | replied. 


‘He was the Archangel Gabriel. He was here to teach 
you your religion,’ said the Prophet.” 


As this hadith demonstrates to us, it is of crucial im- 
portance to start with the eleven principles that in- 
clude the five basic pillars of Islam and the six pil- 
lars of faith when teaching Islam in addition to 


believing in what is said in the entire Holy 
) 
Qur'an. 
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UNITY OF GOD (TAWHID) 


How about making a few hypotheses on creation? Let us be. 
pin with nature. As you know, the sum of what we call aN 
air, water, sea and mountains comprises nature. Let us assume. 
A PTaIN ITASCA keen mt ELC which SES E 
there should be factories, machines, and Le st 
every single plant. 





If we plant different seeds into a flower iy di 
of flowers will blossom, which requires the ¢ P= S 
rate factories and machines that make those ) 
Yet, various seeds are made of similar aine 












How do those different flowers blossom with 
piece of soil if the earth does not have the abil 

. x" 

factories to produce, and the power to do Nola 






Therefore, it seems that there is a Crea 
all those different flowers in the same T 
plan. 










Do you think the factors such as ie... El 
are capable of creating animals, plants, and hu 
combining the elements in the soil? 
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sensitive measures. That erin 
is the owner of Heaven and the 


earth. 


Could such a fantastic work 
emerge from the coming togeth. 
er of various substances? - 

A building needs a craftsman 
to build the dome by eT aabyre 
bricks on top of each other ac. 
cording to a plan. If we deny the 
need for a craftsman to erect the 
building, we will have to assume 
that the bricks came together on 
their own and built the dome. 

Likewise, every organ in our 
bodies is formed by an arrange- 
ment of cells in a specific: order. 
These cells, like the bricks of a 
building, form our organs such as 
the eyes, ears, tongue and hands. 


Cells, which do not have a 
mind nor the potency to do so, 
cannot be expected to form a 
body, which indicates that the 
palace of the body CGE 
sueo and a creator. The only 
Creator that creates and sustains 


life is God. 





BELIEVING IN GOD 


BELIEVING IN GOD IS THE FIRST CONDITION 
TO BECOMING A MUSLIM 


aith in God is the first condition of becoming a Mus- 

lim. It is only possible to fully believe in God through 

knowing Him by learning His attributes and to believe 
in Him in the way He describes in the Qur’an. In order to be- 
come a true believer, it is of the utmost significance to read 
and contemplate the book God sent to us, in which He has 
conveyed the message and introduced Himself as well as what 
He expects us to do and not to do. Knowing and loving God is 
possible through trying to learn about Him. 


God teaches us about Himself as follows in the Holy Qur’an: 


“Say: He — (He is) God, (Who is) the Unique One of Abso- 
lute Oneness. God — (God is He Who is) the Eternally-Be- 
sought-of-All (Himself being in need of nothing). He begets 
not, nor is He begotten. And comparable to Him there is 


none.” (al-Ikhlas 112:1—4) 


Unless conditioned to deny the existence of God, one can 
easily rationalize His existence than his or her own existence. 
lt is not too difficult to accomplish this. The existence and at- 
tributes of God have been aptly described in many books. This 
kind of knowledge resembles a torch that we use to illuminate 
our way in dark places. What is essential is to find that torch 


and utilize it in an appropriate manner. 


Every piece of work requires a craftsman 

We know very well that every piece of work has an artist or a 
craftsman. Even a pen, a piece of chalk and a needle have an 
artisan. No one can claim that even such small things could 











have been formed purely by coincidence without the hand of 
a craftsman. Then the question is, “Are the bodies of animals, 
human beings and plants less complex structures than pencils 
and needles” If even a spoon requires a craftsman, why do our 
eyes, ears and heads not have an artist and a craftsman? Each 
of our organs, as pieces of art, indicate the existence of an All- 
Knowing and Omnipotent God. 


Nothing can come into existence by coincidence 


It is evident that medicine is formed by the combination of 
various chemical substances in specific amounts. Can we say, 
“Those chemical substances came together by chance and 
formed this certain chemical formula known as medicine?” We 
absolutely cannot assume this. 


All medicine has been formulated by achemist, who has worked 
for years on these chemical substances and discovered the precise 
formula using his own knowledge and reasoning. This medicine 
points to a chemist. Accordingly, the bodies of human beings and 
other living creatures that are far more complex than the formu- 
las of medicine are impossible to come into existence through the 
mixing of various elements within the soil by chance. 


Similar examples can be found; and all those examples lead 
us to conclude: It is impossible for living and inanimate things 
tO come into existence by coincidence and on their own. Even 
though we cannot see with our eyes, there is the One, who is 
All-Knowing, All-Seeing and Omnipotent. 


Our cells do not exist by chance 


When we see fifty chairs in a spacious room scattered around 
sporadically, we would think “They placed those chairs spo- 
radically and it looks messy in here.” However, if the chairs 
were aligned in order, we would see order, neatness and beau- 
ty. Then, we would think that someone who has the taste and 
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a sense of order must have aligned all those chairs. We would 
say that even though we did not see this person, there must hbe 


someone who organized the chairs. 


Does it make more sense to believe that all rhe bricks came 
together by coincidence and built a dome than to accept that 
there is actually an artisan who erects the building? If one does 
not acknowledge that there exists an artisan who erects the 
building, he/she would have to claim that the bricks that hap- 
pened to come together should act both as an object, a subject 
and a skillful artist. 


There exist approximately 100 trillion cells in an adult hu- 
man body. Cells are the smallest organisms that form the body 
of a human being. The 500 bricks necessary to build a chick- 
en coop do not form it by chance. Similarly, how can trillions 
of cells, which do not have a mind, be expected to form a hu- 
man body by coincidence or on their own? 








WHO DO YOU THINK WE ARE WITH? 


The Ottoman Sultan Yavuz Selim, in the last days of his life. 
asked his friend Hasan Can: 


“Hasan! What do you think of me?” 


Hasan Can told him: 


“Excellency! It seems that it is time to go to God. Turn to 
God!” 

“Dear Hasan! Who did I turn to all this time? Have you 
ever seen me in error against God?” asked the Sultan. 


“Excellency, | have never thought of you like this. But now 
is a very important moment for you and does not compare to 
the rest of your life. | just wanted to remind you this.” 


As Hasan Can was telling these words to the Sultan, Ya- 
vuz Selim bore witness for the last time uttering, “There is no 


deity but God and Muhammad is His Messenger,” and passed 
away. 


THE BEAUTIFUL NAMES OF GOD 


Our Prophet (pbuh) chanted the names of God one by one 
and added: 


“There are 99 names of God. Whoever memorizes them 
goes to Heaven. Whoever chants them goes to Heaven. God 
is the One and He loves unity. God will respond to a person 
who makes a supplication to God by His Greatest Name (Ism- 
1 Azam).! And whoever asks something from God with His 
beautiful names, will be given what he has asked for by God.” 


' While there are some suggestions as to which of His Beautiful Names 


are the greatest ones, there is no certain knowledge on ism-i azam, sim- 
ilar to the uncertainty about the Night of Power (al-Qadr) in Rama- 
dan. The most important thing for believers is to study His Names and 
pray to God with utmost sincerity, thus try to seek His pleasure. 








STEPPING DOWN FROM THE PULPIT 


When Imam Azam Abu Hanifa was still a young man, a fire-wor- 
shiping merchant was visiting the city of Basra for trade. But he 
provoked the Muslims by telling them, “I worship fire. It exists, 
therefore | believe in it. Show me the God you claim to worship. 
You absolutely cannot do that since He does not exist. Bring 
these scholars of yours and I will prove that God does not exist.” 


Some Muslims challenged him saying: 


“If you can convince Abu Hanifa or disprove his arguments, 
we will bring our scholars to debate with you.” 


Seeing that Abu Hanifa was very young, the fire-worship- 
per belittled him saying: 


“This is only a child. I am not going to waste my time argu- 
ing with a child.” 

However, upon the insistence of the crowd, they decided to 
meet for a debate at the mosque the following day. 

Because Abu Hanifa was a little late for the meeting the 
next day, the fire-worshipper wanted to insult him: 

“See, your little boy is afraid to come here. I do not want to 
argue with children. Call your scholars here!” 


The people got worried, too. Then, Abu Hanifa arrived and 
he was sweating a lot. 


“I am so sorry | am late! I was on the other side of the riv- 
er. | could not find a vehicle to cross the river. | ordered the 
trees along the riverbank to become a boat or a ship so that | 
could cross over it. They listened to what | told them and they 


turned into a boat so I was able to come here. This is why | am 
late. | apologize!” 


Bursting into laughter, the fire-worshipper said: 


n Ee. 
Do you hear what this insane boy of yours tells us? How 
can trees turn into a boat on their own?” 





Hearing the man’s reasoning, Abu Hanita responded: 


“You assume that a boat cannot be built without an 


. - ; : FO 
own without a craftsman building tt: 


The people agreed with what Abu Hanifa said. Yet, the 


fire-worshipper continued: 


“Why is your Gad invisible then? The things that exist are 


visible.” 
Abu Hanita asked the man: 
“Do you have intellect” 
“Ot course,” said the man. 


“Show it to us then!” insisted Abu Hanifa. 
When the man admitted, 
“[ cannot show it.” 


Abu Hanifa said: 


Maybe you do not have it! Yes, the entities such 


as soul 
and mind cannot be seen, 


yet their existence is known, which 
means not every entity is visible.” 
Showing their approval for Abu Hanifa’s explanation, the peo- 
ple bore witness out loud. And the man got angry. He asked: 
“What is your God busy with right now?” 


_ “Step down from the pulpit and I will a 
when I climh up ther 


nswer your question 


e,” said Abu Hanifa. 
iid. Sc u Hanifa. And when he got up 


this moment, God is bys 


€ you stepping do 
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y with having an ignorant petr- 
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How can you believe that the whole universe can exist on e 
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YOU ARE ALL BILLIONAIRES 


You are all billionaires. If you are wondering, “Me too?” the 
answer is “Yes, you too are a billionaire!” 


If you take a closer look at the blessings you are given, you 
will be thrilled to see that you are as rich as Rockefeller. 


Would you sell your eyes for a billion dollars? Or how much 
would you ask for your feet? 


What about your hands or your sense of hearing? 
What riches would you exchange for your eyes? 


Would you be willing to sell you brain in exchange for all 
the oil reserves, gold and money in the world? 


You would engage in such a deal, wouldn’t you? 


What? Did you say “no?” Then, if you do not exchange any 
of your organs for any kind or amount of wealth, how can you 
claim that you are not rich? Unfortunately, most people are 
unaware that their wealth is too much to be measured with 
money. Do we praise the One, who bestows all those blessings 
upon us, enough once we realize how much we have? 


One is always concerned with what they do not own. Yet, 
people hardly think about what they have. 


Are all these blessings not enough to be thankful? Why are 
we always whining even when we are in a position to be grate- 


ful? 


Our God knows us very well and reminds us “How often are 
you grateful?” 


Therefore, we need to praise God as much as possible for 
the organs He gave us. And of course, the grace of every bless- 
ing should be of its own kind. The grace of those blessings can 


be fulfilled by utilizing them in good works and rightful deeds 
for the sake of God. 
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MODESTY 


THE CALIPH CARRYING A SACK 


he caliph Umar used to wander in disguise at night in 
the streets of Medina to see if people needed anything 
4A. and to maintain the welfare of the people. 


One day, as he was on his way home along with his assis- 


tant, Aslam, after a long day of work late at night, Aslam told 
the Caliph: 


“Isn’t it cold tonight?” 
Umar responded: 


“Yes, indeed it is.” 


Umar suddenly noticed a fire in the distance and asked 


Aslam: 


“Aslam, do you see that fire over there?” 

“Yes, | do,” replied Aslam. 

“Il wonder who set that fire,” said Umar. 

“| have no idea,” responded Aslam. 

Umar added: 

“There must be someone freezing tonight. They might be 
travelers. They might have had to have stopped during the 
night and set a fire since they were cold. They may need help.” 

“Yes, maybe,” said Aslam. 

“Let’s take a look,” said Umar. 

They started off in that direction. It was quite far away, but 
there might be people in need of help. As they headed towards 
the place where the fire was set, they conversed. It was getting 
late and there was no one else on the streets. However, the 
Caliph and Aslam were walking outside on a cold night. Even 
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though they felt cold, they were happy because they might be 
able to help people at the end of the journey. 

They were getting closer to their destination. They were 
shocked when they arrived. An elderly woman and a few chil- 
dren surrounded the fire that they had seen in distance. Some 
water was boiling in a small cauldron over the fire. The chil- 
dren were waiting over the cauldron and frequently checking 
if it was ready. 

The woman and the children did not know the two men 
who approached them. They were both a little surprised and 
afraid of their presence. Umar asked the woman: 


“May we join you?” 









“If you could find a solution to our problem, come over,’ 
said the woman. 


The woman did not realize that the person, who was visit- 
ing them, was the Caliph of the Muslims. After all, it was not 
easy to guess that he was the Caliph since Umar did not act or 
dress differently from ordinary people. Umar curiously asked: 
P “What is the problem?” 


“Since we don’t have a home, we have to stay outside on 
this cold night. I set this fire to warm up the children,” an- 
swered the woman. 


“Why are the children crying?” inquired Umar. 


“They are hungry. | have nothing to feed them,” said the 
woman. 


“What is it that is boiling in the cauldron?” asked the Ca- 
liph. 


The woman showed them what was inside the cauldron 


and added: 


“Because we do not have anything to cook, | put stones and 
water inside the cauldron and boiled them. I mix the water oc- 
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casionally to keep the children busy. J thought that if | delayed 
them for some time, they would go to sleep. | could not think 
of any other solution to calm them.” 


She continued: 


“I believe God will hold the caliph Umar accountable for 
Our situation. 


Umar was shocked to hear this and asked: 
“How do you expect Umar to know of your situation?” 


“Why did he want to rule us if he is not supposed to know 
this?” answered the woman in a sad voice. 


These words of the woman shook the Caliph and he asked 
Aslam to leave. They left the woman and her children imme- 
diately. The woman was confused since the two strangers had 
approached them, listened to their problems and left without 
saying anything. 

The caliph Umar and Aslam went to the food supply depot 
of the city to get some food for the old woman’s family. Umar 
was touched by the story of the old woman and headed swiftly 
to the depot. Aslam was having difficulty keeping up with the 
Caliph. Finally, they got to the depot and put whatever food 
the woman and children would need into a sack. 

Aslam discerned what Umar was about to do. Therefore, 
Aslam wanted to carry the sack. Yet, Umar prevented Aslam 
and told him: 

“No, Aslam! I should carry this sack.” 


“I can’t let you shoulder this sack. [am your assistant. Please 
let me do this for you!” insisted Aslam. 


But Umar was so determined that he ordered Aslam: 
“Put this sack on my shoulder!” 


When Aslam insisted: 


“How could I let you carry this sack on your shoulder?” 






“Lam responsible for the well being of those people. Lam 
dae who is supposed te solve ther problems.” explained 


Tween : alipt earried the sack the entire distance on the 
cold 4 niall and gave it to the family. The children were still 
waiting for the meal to be ready and the woman seemed even 
sadder. She continued to mix the water inside the cauldron as 
| she pleaded: 
“God will punish Umar for this!” 


The old woman and the children were surprised to see Umar 
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m twice that night! 
The Caliph put the sack down with the help of Aslam. The 
te under the cauldron was fading away. Seeking permission 

m the eld woman, Umar kneeled down and reignited the 
At the same time, Aslam added the wood he had collect- 
Then, Umar opened the sack and took some food out of 
1 couk. He was adding more wood under the cauldron as 
mixed it re make it cook faster. And finally, the food was 


The children did not wait for the food to cool down a bit. 
The Cal pur some food onto their plates. He invited the 
d children to eat, holding their hands. The children were 
my that as they eat the meal, Umar continued to add 
re ty their aa 

After a ó wile, the children were full and started to play 


ach c ther The woman was so happy. She was think- 





What would I have done if these men had not come and 
low can { thank them?” Turning to Umar, she 
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food last night. 


HOW DID HE BEHAVE AT HOME? 


They asked the Prophet’s wife, Aisha, about the Proph- 
et after he passed away: 

“How was he at home as a family man?” 

Aisha responded: 

“He liked to do his own chores. Although his com- 
panions were ready to serve him, he refused their help. 
He mended his old clothes himself, cleaned the house, 
milked the goat and ted the camels. He also repaired his 
old shoes and water skins and kneaded dough with the 
servants. He carried the bags when he shopped at the 
market. When someone told him, “Messenger of God, 
let me carry your bags for you,” he responded, “Every be- 

a should carry their own freight if they can.” 
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THE ASSEMBLY OF THE TACITURN 


Respect is a distinctive virtue in bastern societies, espe- 
cially for Muslims. Paroeularly, deference tor great m- 
dividuals and the leamed is ef the utmost importance. 
On the other band. disrespecttul behavior is consid- 
ered something to be abstained from. In fact, respect is 
a source that augments as it ts shared. No one feels bad 
about respecting another person. 

The followme anecdore about Mevlana Jami (pro- 
nounced as “Jaami” in English), or Molla Cami as he is 
alsa known, describes the significance of giving respect 
that great individuals showed one another. Mevlana 
Camı 1s a prominent Islamic scholar and poet, who lived 
between 1414 and 1492. The distinguished scholars, au- 
thors and poets of his time composed a council called 
the “Assembly of the Taciturn.” This council chose its 
members from individuals who contemplated a lot but 
spoke and wrote very little. And the number of members 
did net exceed 3C. 

The scholars, authors and poets, who lived during this 
era, all wanted to join the council. Mevlana Cami was 
one of these individuals. He stood as an example among 
others with his distinguished works, morality and kind- 
ness. However, due to the membership quota, he was not 
permitted to join the Assembly. 

One day he heard chat one of the members of the As- 
sembly of the Tacitum had passed away. He went to the 
Assembly as the members were having a meeting. A door- 
man was waiting in front of the building. He wrote his re- 
quest on a piece of paper and sent it to the members. 








The members of the Assembly knew Mevlana Cimi 
very well, but they had already admitted a new member 
to take the place of the member who had recently poses! 
away. Yet, it was not kind to disappoint a great scholar [ike 
Mevlana Cami. 

They discussed what to do tor a long time and sent a 
full glass ot water to Nev lana Cami with the MAN, who 
stood at the door. This action was tntended to tell him 
that there was no room for a new member. 

Mevlana Cami received the message and put a rose leat 
on top of the glass, which was tull of water. Of course, rhe 
rose leaf did not make the water overtlow. This action was 
intended to tell them that there was enough room tor him 
as well in the Assembly ot the Taciturn. 

The members of the Assembly recerved Mev tana Ca 
mis message and felt guilty for upsetting someone even 
though they gave their message in a very polite way. They 
decided to admit Mevlana Cami into their Assembly by 
exceeding their membership quota. 

The president of the Assembly added Mevlana Camiı’s 
name to the list and added another “O” after the number 
“30.” and handed it over to Mevlana Cami. This action 
was intended to tell him that the value of the Assembly 
had increased 10 times. 


Mevlana deleted the “O” after the number 30 and add- 
ed a zero before it, which signified that he did not add any 
value to the Assembly and that his own value was insienit- 
icant compared to the value of the Assembly as a whole. 

Mevlana Cami proved with his last response that he 
was the most valuable scholar of the Assembly. 
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_BELIBVING IV ANGELA 


GOD CREATED THE ANGELS OUT OF DIVINE LIGHT 


te 





he Sources of Islam inform us that God created the 
angels vut of divine light (nur). They do not eat ar 
“drink, marr. give birth to offspring and are not begot- 
yer da not have a gender; they are not male or female. 
ey de nat get sleepy. sick or hungry. They can have differ- 
ent disguises. They never object to God’s commands and they 
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fulfill the casks assigned to them precisely as told. 

the Quran and the hadith (the Prophetic tradition) pro- 
vide ample information on the angels. According to a verse in 
the Quran, only God knows the exact number of the angels. 
Angels are invisible. Humans are asked to believe in their exis- 
fence even though they cannot sce them. This is an indication 
four faith and trust in God. Likewise, the fact that we are giv- 
m life is another test for us. 
in the Qur'an, God tells us “He Who has created death and 
ite. so that He may try you (and demonstrate to yourselves) 
which of you is better in deeds. And He is the All-Glorious 
with imesistible might, All-Forgiving” (Mulk 67:2). Believers 
are required to believe in the existence of the angels because 








eir existence had been proclaimed by all the messengers of 
| and the Holy Scriptures. It is blasphemous to deny the 


es not impose any burden on us. 


heving in the existence of angels, we are 
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Whs did God create the angels, 
Only God knows the ultimate purpose 
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angels are the partners Or assistants Of God. God h es NOL need 
the angels. But creation ot angels IS i result of His Wisdom 
and Willpower. 

God assigns angels to take charge of almost every hing that 
we see around us, from the simplest to the most complicated 
things. Their duties range from natural events like rain, wind 
and other weather conditions, to conveying revelations to the 
Prophets. There are angels whose sole duty is to worship God. 
Some other angels have the duty to protect human beings and 
animals from misfortune, of course, as God wills. In addition 
to these, there are angels that deal with chousands and mil- 
lions of other things; their numbers and duties are only within 
the divine knowledge of God. 


Why don’t we see the angels? 


The Qur’an describes the characteristics of a believer in the 
following verse: “Those who believe in the U 


he P | nseen, establish 
the Prayer in conformity with its conditions 





: ana OUL of what 
25 


Ka 
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the ve hove implies, MS csential th) believe 1) the 
meeatinvible enuries like angels about whom we are 
sueh cur religion: faith in the unknown is an in- 
bin God. After all, this is a test for human be- 
I amd behavior such as daily prayer, fasting and 
sty constitute a portion of the faith, belief in the angels 
| other invierble enuties is another important portion. 

Our sense of sight 1s not designed to enable us to see the an- 
els) Yet Gad enabled His messengers to see the angels. That 
we are not able to see and feel the angels in their original form 
does not mean that they do not exist. There are even things 
his world chat we cannot experience through our five sens- 





Our sense of hearing is not capable of hearing the voices 
c and below the threshold of hearing. In addition, we are 
radiation or ultraviolet rays, which have been 








fen te exist through the use of specialized devices. As a re- 
e fact that we cannot see certain entities with our eyes 
at prove their nonexistence. 
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A THOUSAND ANGELS HELPED THEM 


Caliph: “On 
According to an anecdote reported by Umar, rhe Calig 


the day of Badr (one of the earhest battles the Mie 


against non-believers), the Messenger of Cod looked at the 
of them while 


slims tought 


non-believers. There were approximately 1,000 
the number of believers was only 319. 

Seeing the disproportionate numbers, che Prophet raised 
his hands and prayed: 

“My Lord! Please fulfill Your promise to me! Give me what 
You have promised! It this small community ot believers per- 
ishes here, there will be no one to worship You on Earth.” 


The Messenger of God continued to pray to God as such. 
His robe was falling down from his shoulders. One of his clos- 
est companions approached him, put his robe back on his 
shoulders, hugged the Messenger, and assured him: 


“Oh, the Messenger of God! You have prayed enough. Our 
God will not let you down!” 


At that very moment, God sent the following verse to the 
“When you were imploring your Lord tor help (as a 
y), and He responded to you: ‘I will help you with 


Att er host” (Antal 5:9). 


Prophet: 
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es = Usan] bin Hudavr, one of the companions of the Prophet 
Í Muhammad, peace be upon him, said: 





“One night. while | was harvesting dates, | was reciting 
g the Ragara. (the second chapter trom the Qur an). My horse 
Taas ned slow by and it rose up on its back feet. Upon my 











horse's reaction to the recitation of this verse, | stopped and 
the home calmed down. After a while, ] began to recite it 
y e the horse rise on its feet again. My son, 
Sens standing closer to the horse than | was. | meant 
move my son to a safe distance from the horse in order to 
tect him. So, | walked up to my son. Suddenly, | raised 
y ij up to the sky for a second only to be surprised at 
| saw. There hovered something that was similar to an 
lla in the sky and there were objects inside the um- 
at resembled lanterns. | told what J saw in the field 
x he Messenger of God in the morning and he asked me: 


au know what those things were?’ 


ng that | had no idea about the things that | saw, 
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CONSTANT CLEANING 


There is a wonderful world in front of us to warch. Accord 


ing to scientific research, the stars and planers have PN patel 
| for billions of years. The size of the sun is approximately orne 
| hillion times greater than that of the Earth. [t secios utepms- 
sible to guess the exact number of stars, planets and constel- 
lations within the limits of modern science; especially when 


we consider new stars being born. 

While the meteors radiate heat and light on the one 
hand, they also follow their orbits for billions of years. These 
gigantic meteors neither leave trash behind them nor dis- 
seminate any smoke. 

Let us take a look at the Earth we reside on. 

Itis evident that human beings are the Mest intellivent 
creatures on Earth. However, itis not difficult to find all 
sorts of contaminants in the form of solid, liquid or gas when 


we take a look at the environment we live in even though 









there are cleaners in many places assigned to clean. No mat- 
ter how much people want to live in a clean environment, 
people have not managed to do so yer, because we need 
to build and run factories to manufacture and make money 





and to drive vehicles for transportation, which results in the 





pollution of the environment. And the intention to live in 








a clean environment tums into wishful thinking since peo- 
ple have to produce to eat, to travel, plow land, and to build 
houses and bridges. 

The pollution that culminates from the actions ot human- 
cind becomes bothersome because of our negligence. The sky 


ne while the sea is fraught with oil, industrial 
of pollution. For instance, you might 
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and billions of other vine things dic, their rotten hodies da | 


not pollute the environment because the fallen leaves and the 
decaying trees are decomposed by bacteria and are blended 
mto thé wil Then, they tum into a source of nutrients for 
new plans. Likewise, the hodies of dead animals are decom. 
posed with the help ot bacteria and worms and they too are 
blended inte the soil. Thus, there is no scene of ugliness left 






















on the earth that would bother our sight or stomach. 

Sometimes we might ask such questions as: “Why are 
uch creatures as mice, hyenas, vultures, and ravens crear. 
Í What might be the reason behind their existence?” How- 
t, no living entity on Earth is created without a purpose. 
iere ts $O Much wisdom hehind their seemingly ugly ap- 
ance. These kinds of animals cleanse the environment 


eating up the waste of dead animals, w 


hich prevents vari- 
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GOOD DEEDS AND BAD DEEDS 


The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, de- 
clared: 

“Both Satan and the angels work to implant cer- 
tain things in human beings’ hearts. Satan calls 
tor bad deeds, encourages people to do things that 
would result in harmful consequences, to cover the 
Truth and to keep people away from the Truth. If 
a person hears an inner voice that calls 


to the Truth and good deeds, he or 
that this isa v 


him or her 
she can believe 
oice from God. And they should be 


grateful. Whoever hears an Inner voice th 
them to do had deeds and disbelj 
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guidance Of God ” 
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here is a mosque called Takkeci Ibrahim 
Cavus, which was built by the great Archi- 
tect Sinan in the Topkapı district of Istan- 
bul. Here is the story of that mosque: 
There used to be a poor man, who lived in a small 
cottage and who sold skullcaps at the foot of city walls in 
Topkapı. during the rule of the Ottomans. He was a poor man, 
but very generous at heart. While he sewed the skullcaps, he used 
apar | wish thar my God gives me money so that | can build a 
moge right here.” People who heard his wish tried to wake him 
üp from this dream and told him, “You can hardly earn a living 
fa sunive; how will vou find the money to build a mosque?” 






















Yet, the words of his friends never stopped him from 
continually asking for it. 

“Lhope God will respond to me!” 

Sometimes his friends teased him about his wish and 
- SatCastically told him: 
“When will the mosque be built, [brahim 
Çavuş? People need a place to worship.” 

But even the sarcastic comments of his 
friends did not deter him from his work 
and praying to God. 

After some time, [brahim Cavus had a 
dream. An elderly man with a gray beard 
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told him to go to Baghdad. He alka told him 






that there was an inn with a single tree òf vel 
low grapes in Its garden. There WAS only asin 


ele bunch of black grapes on that tree of yellow 

grapes and Ibrahim Çavuş should eat the black 
RTApeES. Then, Ibrahim Cavus woke Up, but was un 
able to interpret the dream. He had the same dream 
hefore the moming prayer the next day. Hle was not sure if 

he should PO TO Baghdad and do what the elderly man had 
told him to do. When he SAW the Same dream OU the third 
day, he decided toO head tO Baghdad without SAY TAG anything 


to aN yonC. | Je joined OLNE ( yÍ the merchant Camruviall ys 









He encountered many difficulties ali me the way. Sometimes 
he could hardly tind anything to ear and he barely survived th 
attacks of the bandits. Yet, he never intended to surrender and 
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back. It took almost two months for him to reach Baghdad 


He finally found the inn by asking around when he arrived in 
Baghdad. To his surprise, he actually saw the single tree of 
low grapes and, among the yellow grapes, there hung a single 
bunch of black grapes. He stretched his hand to reach for 
the black grapes in order to eat them as he was told to 
in his dream. However, the innkeeper seized his arm at 
that very moment and said: 





“Hello stranger!” 

“Hello!” responded Ibrahim Çavuş. 

“How dare you pick the grapes without seeking per- 
mission from their owner?” complained the inn- 
keeper. 

Ashamed of what he had 


done, Ibrahim Cavus bent 
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“i had è dream six months ago. An elderly man with a pray “What is he asking for?” 
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eos find a man whe selis skullcaps. | still remember the name of 


“Give him what he asks for,” said Ne 
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the man. Ibrahim. The old man also told me es Ts 
— “The dates are inside the sack,” said Kamber. 


rwo cbe of gold under the house of that man. When | woke 
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Bp in the moming, | told my dream to my wife. She said the “Give the sack to the poor man,” replied Ali. 
. ; ' kd 
Sam unded like an authentic one and that | should trav- “But the sack is on top of the camel,” added Kamber. 
Ho lsandul Burl told her, ‘Iam not going to go to Istanbul Give the camel to the man then,” said Ali. ae 
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as a servant to the poor man.” 


Ahe innkeeper left Ibrahim Çavuş alone saying, “There live 
very strange people imn this world!” 

Maim Cavus was completely surprised. He then saw the 
meaning of his dream and was thankful to God tor accepting 
hisprayers. As soon as he recurned to Istanbul, he du g the spot 

_ the mnnkeepertevealed and took the gold. The generous Ibra- 
him Cavus used some of the money to build the mosque called 
Takkeci Ibrahim Cavus, distributed some to the poor and fi- 

nated the rest to the stare treasury. 
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THE SPECIAL PROTECTION BY GOD 


Ibn Abbas stated: “A poor person approached me and asked 
for some things. I told him, ‘Do you bear witness that there is 
no god but God and Muhammad is His Messenger?” 


“Yes, | do,” responded the poor man. 
“Do you fast during Ramadan?” I asked him. 
“Yes, I do,” replied the man again. 


“You asked for something from me and it is incumbent upon 
us to give when someone asks for something from us,” I said, 
and gave him a set of clothes. And | told him the following ha- 
dith that | had heard from the Messenger of God: ‘Whoever 
provides clothing for Muslims, the one who donates will be un- 
der the protection of God until the other person takes it off.” 


DEEDS ARE SHAPED BY INTENTIONS 


Istanbul is a city that has served as the capital of many civ- 
ilizations and is filled with so many monumental buildings 
like mosques, palaces, and other historical buildings. This city 
continued to develop thanks to the charitable contributions 
of generous benevolent individuals throughout the centuries. 
The Ottoman Sultans also contributed significantly to the de- 
velopment of the city. 


. Suleyman the Magnificent also wanted to build 
a mosque in Istanbul following the example 
of previous Sultans. He hired Mimar Si- 
nan (the Great Architect) to build the 
mosque, known as Suleymaniye, for 
him. They laid the foundation of 
the mosque in a short period of 
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Suleyman the Magnificent warned the architects and con- 
struction workers not to accept funding from any other party 
other than the Sultan, himself, because he wanted to cover all 
the costs of such a great masterpiece. 


Finally the walls of the mosque rose up, which made an el- 
derly woman, who lived across from the mosque, very sad. The 
only property she had was a cow. She told herself, “Great Sul- 
tan, it is not a problem for a Sultan like you to build such a 
masterpiece for God’s sake. But how can a poor woman like 
me, whose only wealth is a single cow, have a mosque built 
to earn God’s pleasure? I wish I had a big fortune like that of 
yours so that I could build a large mosque.” 

One day, she thought that while she did not have a fortune 
to build a mosque, she could make a cold yogurt drink for the 
construction workers, who were working under the sun. Pre- 
paring the cold drink for the workers, she went over to them 
to serve it. But the foreman told the old woman: 


“Auntie, please do not take it personally, but we cannot ac- 
cept your offer since the Sultan warned us not to accept any 
sort of donation from anyone.” 


“A cup of yogurt drink would cause no harm. Please accept 
it,” insisted the old woman. 


The foreman then reasoned: 
“A cup of drink is nothing com- 
pared to the huge mosque. The Sul- 
tan will not get angry at us and we 
4 will make the old woman happy.” 













ey And they all drank the yogurt 
i drink that the old woman served 
“ee them. The next day the Sultan 

i i came to the construction site. He 
M i vas quitea bry and yelled: 








“Did t | e you not to accept anything from anyone! 
Í How fast did you forget my word? Tell me what happened.” 


The foreman described what happened the day before. 
Upon hearing this, the Sultan said: 

“That’s why I had that dream last night. The Suleymani- 
ye Mosque was placed on one side of the scales and there was 
a cup of yogurt drink on the other. The drink outweighed 
the mosque. God’s reward for our deeds depends on the sin- "WF 
y < * cerity of our intentions. It seems the old auntie was a very 


e 


}) sincere and good-hearted person. May God bless her!” 
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: By MORE GENEROUS 


| a 
+ | Hatem-i Tai, who was known for his generosity, was con- i 
E -yersing with his friends. One of his friends asked: 


* 


| “Dear Hatem, | wonder if there is a person who is more 





i g nerous than you?” 
_ “Yes, there are people who are far more generous than | 
n pe replied Hatem and added: 





















“J was the guest of a young man. He slaughtered his | 
a for lunch. When lunch was ready, we all sat down gäl 
ae it. While we were talking, I said that I liked to eat | 









à one 
me oe ai ha by the young man’s benevolence and hospi- 
A ta -r retumed home, I sent the young man 300 cam- 






DIVINE BOOKS ARE THE BOOKS OF GOD 
























BELIEVING IN DIVINE BOOKS 


od Almighty sent messengers to guide peo- 
ple to the true path. He also sent down 





books to some of those messengers in which CF 
He dictated His commands and prohibitions. Those 
books were brought to the prophets by Gabriel verse 
by verse as revelations (wahy). These celestial holy 






books can be grouped into two categories: those re- 
vealed in pamphlets and those revealed as books. The 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, informed us 
that 10 pages were revealed to the prophet Adam, 50 
pages to the prophet Seth, 30 to the prophet Enoch 
(Idris) and 10 pages to the prophet Abraham (Ibra- 
him). The revelations in book form that convey uni- 
versal messages were given special names: the Torah, 
the Psalms, the Gospel and the Qur’an. 


l. The Torah (Tawrat) was revealed to Moses . =i 


(Musa). 


2. The Psalms (Zabur) was revealed to David 
(Dawud). 


3. The Gospel (Injil) was revealed to Jesus (Isa). > ~ 


4. The Qur'an is the last book revealed to the 
Seal of the Prophets, Muhammad, peace be 
upon them all. 
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God tells us in the Qur'an that not a singl 
word of the Qur'an has been or will be changed 
until the end of this world. The following verse 
explains this: “Indeed it is We, We Who send 
down the Reminder in parts, and it is indeed We 
Who are its Guardian” (Hijr 15:9). 

As the Qur’an was revealed it was memo- 
tized by many individuals who were assigned to 
this task and it was put into written form. One of 
the earliest written copies of the Qur’an is kept in 
Topkapi Palace in Istanbul, Turkey. The entire 
Qur'an was revealed incrementally over a period 
of 23 years. There are 114 chapters in the Qur’an. 
The chapters are the major segments of the Book 
and each chapter is composed of verses. 


“The most virtuous among you are the ones 
who learn and teach the Qur’an,” once said the 
Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. If we 
want to be among the most righteous of people, 
we should try to understand and teach the mes- 
sage of the Qur’an. We should also be sensitive 
about abiding by the commands and prohibitions 
of God. The means to happiness in both worlds is 
to embrace the Qur’an as our guide in this life. 


THE FIRST REVELATION 


Before he was assigned with his mission, the 
| Prophet Muhammad used to go on a retreat to 


meditate in the cave Hira on Mount Nur outside Mecca. Dur- 
ing one of such retreats in the month of Ramadan in 610, he 
heard a voice calling his name. When he raised his head, he 
saw the light shining everywhere. Then, the Archangel Ga- 
briel approached him and said: 

“Read!” 

“I cannot read,” replied the Messenger of God. 


Then Gabriel hugged the Prophet very tight and released 
him. The angel said: 


“Read!” 


“I cannot read,” was the response of the Prophet once 
again. 

The Archangel hugged the Messenger very tight and re- 
leased him once more. 

“Read!” repeated the Angel. 

“What am I supposed to read?” asked the Prophet this time. 


Gabriel recited the first five verses of the chapter entitled 
Alaq: “Read in and with the name of your Lord Who has cre- 
ated; created human from a clot clinging. Read, and your Lord 
is the All-Munificent; Who has taught (human) by the pen; 
taught human what he did not know” (Alaq 96:1—5). 


Then, Gabriel disappeared. The verses conveyed by the 
Angel of Revelation were written in the Prophet’s heart 
word for word. Trembling with what he had just witnessed, 
the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, began to de- 
scend Mount Nur in a hurry and with excitement. As he was 
going down the mountain, he heard Gabriel’s voice again 
telling him: 

“Muhammad! You are the Messenger of God and I am Ga- 
briel.” 
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THE UNCHANGED BOOK 


The following is an interesting story of a scholar who stud- ry 
ied the Qur’an in order to find out whether it is the word of | 
God. He wrote fake copies of the Qur’an with certain sec- | 
tions changed or removed. Offering them to Muslim schol- | 
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phet Muhammad, the Sultan of the 
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most righteous among you are the 
ones who learn and teach the Qur'an. Blessings 
abound in a house wherein the residents read 
the Quran. The angels gather in such hous- 
es whereas the demons run away from it. The 
blessings and well being of houses wherein the 
9 z : ‘ : . 99 
Qur'an is not recited diminishes. 


A ars he wanted to see whether they would be able to realize 
the differences from the real Qur’an: 


“I wrote a draft of the first three chapters of the Qur’an ) 
and I left a few sentences out in the first chapter. The sec- 


< ond chapter was complete and there were a few extra lines 
in the third one. 


“I visited several Muslim scholars of religion and told 
them that I was going to sell the copies of the Qur’an to 
them. They eagerly agreed to buy the copies first. But when 


| | presented the copies to them, they changed their minds 

RE-READING THE QUR AN immediately upon discovering the modifications. While | 

One day a man approached the Messenger of they were analyzing the copies, they told me, “such and such 
God and asked: 


sentences are missing, such and such are made up and the 
second chapter is complete.” All of them had memorized 
the original chapters of the Qur’an word for word. Then, | 
got to see that the Qur’an had never been modified and it 
was still the original word of God. Then, I decided to be- 
come a Muslim.” 


“Which deed is the most pleasing to God?” 


“To set off another journey as soon as a jour- 
ney ends,” answered the Prophet. 


“What does this mean?” the man further in- 
quired. The Messenger said: 


“Read the entire Qur’an and start reading it THE CHEERFUL, INDUSTRIOUS BEE 
again.” Another day was coming to an end and it was night al- 
ready. It was getting cooler and darker outside. | was on 
guard duty along with a couple of friends at the entrance of 
the beehive. The merry songs of the grasshoppers were add- 
ing harmony to the silence of the night. The scent of jas- 


mines wafted in the air. [t was strange that the flowers emit- = 
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ted their scents. But, it was not the right time to visit them 


| could only go to them after passing the guard duty to oth- 
er friends in the moming. 


Most of the bees in the beehive were worker bees like me. 
We were responsible tor teeding the baby larvae, collecting 
the nectar and pollen, making the honeycomb, bringing wa- 
ter in and ventilating the beehive. The queen bee was the 
head of the beehive household and laid over 1,500 eggs dai- 
ly. There were also male bees that helped the queen bee. 


There were newborn bees in the beehive at the time. 
The regular growth of the baby bees reminded me of my 
own childhood. It was miraculous to turn into a larva after 
S| was inside an egg and then become an adult bee. When 1 

=$ thought about all that, I noticed that we were all able to go 
p through these processes thanks to the developmental pro- 
pram placed in our structure. 





Especially the first flight experience. ..1 was so afraid to fly 
© since | had never flown before. Looking at how my friends 
| did it, I released myself out of the beehive. I started to fly 
like a skillful pilot when my wings opened. During my first 
flight, I kept asking myself how I learned how to fly... 


Thanks to the sense of sight our Creator bestowed upon 

us, we were able to see through the ultraviolet light and rec- 
" ognize the myriad flowers. Some of my friends were perched 
~ on flowers and collecting from them. | approached a yellow 

~ flower. Like other bees did, | inhaled some nectar sticking 
"out my hose. Meanwhile, some pollen clung to my feet and 
back. | collected them on my feet using my mouth and legs. 
And then, | flew to a pink flower. | got some pollen and 
nectar from it, too. None of the flowers resisted when we 
were taking pollen and nectar from them. When I looked 
















= around, Í realized that | moved away from the beehive. | began 

to fly back to the beehive. I found my home with the help of 

the location of the sun and the magnetic domain of the globe. 

That was so surprising to me. | understood that | was equipped 

with a skill to find my direction. 

As | was inloading the pollen and nectar that I had collect- 
t d2 pl pie some > of my friends bringing in water. 








Still some others were building new combs. They wete pro. 
ducing beeswax flakes from the honey they ate. They were go- 
ing to build hexagonal honeycombs by putting the beeswax 
flakes together thanks to the skill that the great Creator had 
given them. What an amazing architectural work! It was as if 
each worker bee was a skilltul architect. 


As I was watching the bees that were building the honey- 
combs, a group of bees, which just entered the hive, caught 
my attention. They started to dance near the combs. They 
were heralding the presence of pollen within a 100-meter 
distance with this circular dance. A group of worker bees 
headed immediately to the source of food. They were back 
in a short while with the pollen and nectar they had collect- 
_ ed. But they were not alone. Some stranger bees followed 
them and tried to sneak into our hive in order to get some 


free food. 


The bees on guard at the gate of the hive warned the work- 
"et bees of the presence of strangers with their alarm dance. 

We attacked the strangers all together. We were able to scare 
A them away with our saw tooth stingers. We, the bees, fight 






















only in situations where there is a threat to our queen bee, 
larvae and the honey we make. Stingers of some friends were 
broken during the fight. Since their internal organs were hurt 
with the stinger, they were going to die in a couple of hours. 
We were going to carry the dead bees out of the comb to pre- 
vent any bad odors and corpses. These are the memories of my 


first day of flight. 


In fact, we are very busy every day since we have a lot to 
do in our short lives. We work in a wonderful support system. 
We collect nectar from around one million flowers to produce 
one kilogram (over two pounds) of honey. We use some of 
the nectar as our food supply and the rest to produce hon- 
ey by molding it in our mouths and then filling it in combs. 
We present the honey to people by covering the top of the 
comb with beeswax. The honey we prepare tastes so delicious. 


It strengthens the immune system if consumed regularly. It is 
a source of healing. 


The processes we follow during the production of honey 
are, in fact, not the sort of things we could do based on our 
own willpower. How could we know how to fly and collect 
the nectar, which amazes scientists, how to make honey that 
amazes chemists and how to build a comb, which fascinates 
architects? We can only fulfill these through the inspiration 
from the Omnipotent, the All-Seeing and All-Knowing God. 
God refers to us in the following verse in the Qur’an: 


“And your Lord inspired the (female) bee: “Take for your- 
self dwelling-place in the mountains, and in the trees, and in 
what they (human beings) may build and weave. Then eat of 
all the fruits, and returning with your loads, follow the ways 
your Lord has made easy for you.’ There comes forth from their 
bellies a fluid of varying color, wherein is health for human 


beings. Surely, in this, there is a sign for people who reflect.” 
(Nahl 16:68-69) 
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SULTAN MEHMED RESAD AND THE PIGEONS 


ultan Mehmed Resad, who was considered a father 

by the people, ruled the Ottoman state despite his 

old age only because he was given this task. He liked 
to do favors for people around him. He especially liked to 
reward children. He enjoyed spending time with children 
outside of his duties and rewarded them when he listened to 
the poems they memorized. Qur'an recitation contests were 
organized in the garden of Dolmabahçe Palace and children 
gave their best performances to the Sultan. 





























Sultan Mehmed Resad wanted the children of his coun- 
try to receive a quality education. Thus, he ordered a pres- 
tigious school to be built, which would stand as an exam- 

"ple within Ottoman territory. The school was built behind 
the Eyüp Mosque in Istanbul near the Golden Horn. 


The students attending that school had special uni- 
forms. All the expenditures of the students were met by the 
Sultan. The name of the school at the time was “Resadiye 
Numune Mektebi.” 

_ Sultan Mehmed Resad loved the children so much that 
he requested, “When I die, bury me somewhere very close 
to this school so that I can hear their voices from the place 
where | will rest.” Therefore, they buried his deceased 
body in this school’s yard when he passed away years after 

he had the school built. 

i _ The Sultan used to visit the pigeon house in Beylerbeyi 

Palace along with the children. They used to watch and 

- play with the various colored pigeons together. The old 
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Sultan especially loved two of the pigeons among therm. 
He named these two pigeons. He also inquired about the 
well being of the pigeons from the keeper of the pigeon 


house. 


The old Sultan became severely sick after some time. 
The doctors told him that he should undergo surgery. He 
was going to have that surgery. The people in the palace 
were very concerned. Yet, the old Sultan was a pious be- 
liever and trusted in God. He was trying to console the 
people around him. He needed to rest for a while after the 
surgery. So, he rested that night as people worried about 
his health. The next day he woke up feeling rejuvenated. 
Everyone was relieved seeing that the Sultan was healthy 
again. However, the Sultan made an unusual request. He 
wanted them to bring the two pigeons from the Beylerbeyi 
Palace. It did not make sense to anyone, but they did not 
intend to oppose the Sultan. A few officers went to the 
palace only to hear from the keeper that the two beloved 
pigeons of the Sultan had died that morning. The officers 
returned to Dolmabahce Palace in despair. When they 
gave the bad news to the Sultan, he did not seem to be 
moved. They were getting more worried. What the Sultan 
told them about the pigeons shocked them even more. 


Sultan Mehmed Resad had a dream the night he had 
surgery. He saw Azrail, the Angel of Death, in his dream. 
As Azrail was about to fulfill his duty, the two pigeons ap- 
peared. They offered their own lives to prolong the life of 
the Sultan. That was the end of the Sultan’s dream. Peo- 
ple, who listened to this in total surprise, got to see what 
the Sulran meant when he told them that nothing would 
happen to the Sultan if God does not allow it. 
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THE PROPHET SOLOMON AND THE ANT 


The prophet Solomon asked an ant what it would eat in a year 
The ant replied: 


“I would eat one wheat seed.” 


The prophet Solomon put the ant in a box with a wheat 
seed to test it. He saw that the ant had only eaten half of the 


seed when he opened the box a year later. When the prophet 
Solomon asked the ant: 


“Didn't you tell me that you would consume one wheat seed?” 
“Dear Solomon! That was the case when the Benevolent 

and Merciful God provided my food. But I had no idea what 
you would do in the future if I ate up all of the food. What if 
_ you forgot to feed me, which is very likely to happen? But the 


Merciful Lord never forgets the ones He creates. That’s why | 
had to act prudently,” said the ant. 


SEVEN TIMES 
Abu’d Darda declared: 


“Whoever says the following seven times in the morning 


d in the evening, God removes the worries and burdens of 





that person: God is sufficient! There is no deity but God. In Goa 
d itrust He is the Lord of the Heaven and the Earth.” 


WHO DO YOU TRUST? 








- 


“Why do I care for others? My master owns seven villages. 


We depend on those villages to eat,” answered the slave. 


The slave's response came as a shock to Shaqiq because he 


was worried about the famine. Hearing what the slave said, he 
thought: 


“Shagiq! What happened to your senses? That slave plac- 
es so much trust on his human master and feels relieved. You 
keep saying that you trust in God, who provides for the live- 
lihood of all living things on Earth. What kind of trust do 


you have that makes you overly concerned about your liveli- 


hood?” ) 


LIVING pe THE SAKE OF GOD 


A rich merchant offered one of his servants to Abd al-Qadir 
Jilani, the great Sufi master, as a gift. Jilani accepted the gift of 
the merchant so as not to break his heart and he told the ser- 
vant: “My son! You can use one of these rooms as your bed- 
room and you can wear these clothes. You can eat in that room 
over there.” After this brief introduction, Jilani asked the ser- 
vant, “You know my house now. Which room would you like 
to stay in?” The servant, who had kept silent up to this point, 
said “I will stay in whichever room you see appropriate.” 
“Which dress would you like to put on?” asked Jilani. 
“Whichever you see appropriate.” 


“What is your favorite meal?” 


“Whatever you want me to eat.” 


Jilani could not help crying upon hearing these answers 
from the servant. The servant was wondering if he had made a 
mistake that had upset this saint-like man and asked: 


“Did I make a mistake? I apologize for bothering you.” 


Dl 















“No, my dear son! You did not make a mistake. You Showed i 
me the truth” Jilani answered. i 


“Why are you crying then?” asked the servant. PELIEVING IN PRO PH ETS 


“I thought about what you told me.” 


"| apologize again. Did I say something wrong?” PROPHETS ARE THE MESSENGERS OF GOD 
“You told me the truth. | wish I could obey my God in the 
way that you obeyed me. | wish I could say once in my life ‘Oh 


“Prophet,” from a theological perspective, refers to the indi- 
viduals that were chosen by God to convey the divine mes- 


i - my Lord! I ask for nothing from You. I will live wherever Vl | / sage/revelation, including God’s commands and prohibitions 
See appropriate forme. | will wear whatever clothing YOuCcOmem {| to human beings. The prophets are responsible for transfer- 

sider fit and | will eat whatever You provide for me. | ask for f ring God’s message to the people without adding to it or leav- 
nothing else” But | did not say this. That’s why I am crying.” [|] ingeven a single word out. They are the messengers between 


| 

























God and the people. The prophets are human beings. How- 
E we ever, they are special individuals chosen by God. One can- 

aoe + not become a prophet by working hard towards it or by wish- 
V ing for it. Only God chooses the prophets and God chooses 
A the prophets from among the people because He wants the 
' prophets to be able to guide them in every matter. 


It is a religious duty to believe that God has sent the 
prophets to guide the people, inform them about His com- 
mands and prohibitions, to acknowledge that the proph- 
ets, whose names are mentioned in the (ur’an, exist- 
ed and spread the message of God. There are 25 prophets 
whose names are mentioned in the Qur’an: Adam, Idris 
(Enoch), Nuh (Noah), Hud, Salih, Ibrahim (Abraham), 
Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Lut (Lot), Yaqub (Jacob), 
Yusuf (Joseph), Shuaib, Ayyub, (Job), Musa (Moses), Har- 
un (Aaron), Dhulkifl (Ezekiel), Dawud (David), Suleiman 
(Solomon), Ilyas (Elijah), Al-Yasa (Elisha), Yunus (Jo- 
nah), Zachariah (Zachariah), Yahya (John), Isa (Jesus) and 


Muhammad (peace be upon them). 


There were other prophets whose names and the num- 
ber of which are known only to God. 


—_ _ — OO or o 
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COLUMN OF LIGHT BRINGER OF GOOD NEWS AND WARNER 


When Adam and Eve descended into the world, they lived 
separately for a while and then met on Mount Arafat. They 
headed to the west, and reached the place where the Ka'ba 
was later built. The prophet Adam wanted to worship God to 
show his gratitude for this reunion with Eve and wished that 

the column of light which he circumambulated in Heaven be | 
given to him. The column of light appeared there as a bless- THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD'S ASCENSION 
ing from God and the prophet Adam worshipped God recit- (MIRAJ) AND OTHER PROPHETS 
ing the supplication called Subhanakah: “Glory be to You, 
O God, and to You is the praise. Blessed is Your Name and 
ost high is Your honor. There is no deity besides You.” 
$ E. ~ e aimed black and e — “ .. Gabriel and | went up to the sky of the Earth, and there 
is colu u sappe: : i 
E opened a gate. When we entered from the gate, we met the 
ing the |i hecause of the sins of the people; a 
E Ee i can the k a Seth prophet Adam. | was told, ‘This is your father Adam, greet 
| = re haped building _ bie de badeni him” I greeted him. The prophet Adam greeted me in return, 
e Comers of the building. The black column is what and told me: | 
I “al al-Aswaditoday. The Prophet Muhammad, ‘Welcome the good son, welcome the good Prophet! 
e upon him, said thatthe Ka‘ba is the first building erect- 
BF hip God on Earth. The Ka'ba disappeared after the 
a ood of Noah and it was rebuilt by the prophet Abrahams when 
~ God told him about the =~ ious es of the Ka'ba. Abraham 
a wife, Hagar, to live near the 7 
7 oo oe À hid We exchanged greetings. Then, Gabriel ascended me to 
E E E A ah oli the third sky: When tne new gate opened, I saw the prophet 
BE h. Then, they rebuilt Joseph. Gabriel explained: 
‘ vious one. ‘This is Joseph. Greet him!’ 
followin a verse: “And 
im raised the tounda- 

ons of t. ‘Our Lord! , 

‘ae vine) oe eae Then, Gabriel took me to the fourth sky. When the gate 

(this s pring! from us. omer You are the All-Hearing, the , = | 
All-Knowing” (Bagara 2:127) opened, | saw the prophet Idris. Gabriel introduced him: 
arc | ‘This is Enoch. Greet him!’ 


“We do not send the Messengers except as bearers of glad tid- 
ings (of prosperity, in return for faith and righteousness) and 
wamers (against the consequences of misguidance). So, who- 
ever believes and mends his way, they will have no fear, nor 


will they grieve. (An’am 6:48) 





The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, explained his 
meetings with the prophets as tollows: 


Gabriel ascended me and we went up to the second sky. 
There, opened another gate. | saw the prophets John and Jesus 
there. They were cousins. Gabriel told me: 


‘These are John and Jesus, greet them!’ 


And | did so. He took my greeting and responded: 
‘Welcome the good brother! Welcome the good Prophet! 
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We exchanged greetings. We were in the fitth sky. When 
the gate opened, I saw the prophet Aaron. Then, Gabriel a 
cended me to the sixth sky and there I saw the prophet Abra, 
ham. Gabriel told me: 

‘This is your father Abraham. Greet him!’ 

We exchanged greetings and he told me: 

‘Welcome my good son! Welcome the good Prophet!’ 

Lastly, | was ascended to the highest sky (Sidratu’l-Mun. 
taha). The fruit on this level was big and the leaves were like 
the ears of an elephant. Gabriel told me: 

‘Here is the Sidratu’l-Muntaha.”” 


THE GUEST WHO SPILLED THE MEAL 


When the prophet Abraham was 160 years old, he met an 
elderly person who looked older than him. The elderly man 
looked so weak that the prophet Abraham felt sorry for him 


"and invited him to dinner at his home. As they were having 


dinner, the elderly man kept spilling the meal. However, he 
did not allow the prophet Abraham to help him eat. He was 
putting the spoon to both his eyes and nose by mistake, but 
was rarely able to get the spoon to his mouth. His face and 
clothes got dirty. The prophet Abraham told his guest: 

“My dear elderly guest! Why don’t you let me help you?” 


“Dear Abraham! This is what old age brings you. I am so 
sorry about this,” responded the guest. 

“How old are you?” 

“Lam 162.” 

The prophet Abraham thought for a second. His guest was 
only two years older than him. Then, he raised his hands and 
prayed to God, “My Lord, please take my life before I fall weak.” 
When the prophet Abraham looked closely at the man before 





him, he understood that he was the Angel of Death, Azrail. 
Then, Azrail changed into his own shape, removing the disguise 
it was wearing. The Archangel told the prophet Abraham: 

“Dear Abraham! Your prayer has been accepted. It is time 
to go to the presence of God, the Great Friend! I am here to 
fulfill this task.” 

The Angel of Death appeared as an elderly man to the proph- 
et Abraham and rendered him to pray to God for his death. The 
prophet Abraham passed away at 160 and was buried in a vil- 
lage, named Halilu’r Rahman, near Damascus. 


THE BLESSED LIFE OF THE LAST PROPHET 


$ The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, was born in 
Mecca on a Monday on April 20, 571. His father was Abdul- 
lah, the son of Abdul Muttalib and Fatimah, and his moth- 
er was Amina, the daughter of Wahb and Barra. His father 
passed away two months before the Prophet was born; he was 
buried in Medina. His grandfather, Abdul Muttalib, named 
him Muhammad, hoping that he would be praised by God in 
the heavens and by the people on Earth. 

% After staying with his wet-nurse, Halima, until the age 
of four, he returned to his mother. His mother, Amina, took 
him to Medina both to introduce him to their relatives and to 
visit his father’s grave. On their way back home, his mother 
got sick and passed away in a place called Abwa and she was 
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ib n his wife, Fatimah, took s 
him as if he were their own child. 





7 8 When he was 13 he began working with his uncle who 
was a tradesman. His honesty and trustworthiness were out- 
tanding from a very early age; when he was 20, everyone in 
Mecca recognized him as Muhammad, the trustworthy. 


$ He got married to the wealthiest and noblest woman of 
Mecca, Khadijah, when he was 25. One of the reasons why 
Khadijah wanted to marry him was that she saw in his features 
the signs of the long awaited prophet. They had four daughters 
and two sons. His sons, Qasim and Abdullah, died at a very 
early age in Mecca before he became a prophet. His daugh- 
ters Rugayyah, Fatimah Zainab and Umm Kulthum grew up 
and got married. All of these three daughters died before the 
Prophet passed away. His descendents came from his last 
daughter, Fatimah, who was married to Ali. 


2% He was chosen as the mediator in a dispute about the 
Ka'ba. He resolved the conflict over who would place the stone, 
Hajar al-Aswad, which came from Heaven, on the corner of the 
Kaba by suggesting that all the tribe leaders, together, place the 
stone by carrying it on a piece of cloth. As a result, he prevent- 
ed a potential confrontation among the tribes. 


Xe A few years after serving as a mediator in the Ka‘ba dis. 
pute, he began receiving various signs of his future mission for 
couple of years. When he was in his late 30s, the moral cor- 

ruption of the society he lived in bothered him so much that 
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he often preferred to go on individual retreats. He frequent- 
ly went to the Cave Hira on Mount Nour, watched the Ka‘ba 
and contemplated God. 


% The Archangel Gabriel appeared to him one night dur- 
ing Ramadan as he was contemplating again in the Cave Hira 
when he was 40 in 610 and the process of revelation started. 


The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, was assigned 
the messengership. 


4 The first believers who responded positively to the Proph- 
et’s call to the faith were Khadijah, Ali, Zayd ibn Harithah and 
Abu Bakr, and the three-year long, secret period of spreading 
the word of God began. During this period, the number of 
Muslims only reached 30. 


$ The Prophet invited his relatives to accept Islam the 
forth year after he became the Prophet and the public call to 
Islam started from then on. Some of the people accepted his 
call and message and were honored with Islam whereas others 
preferred to remain as non-believers. 


49 The period of suffering and torture started when the non- 
believers saw that more and more individuals were choosing 
Islam as their religion. Therefore, some Muslims had to flee 
from Mecca and immigrate to Ethiopia in the fifth and sixth 
years after the birth of Islam. 


$ Both Umar and Hamza were honored with Islam in the 
sixth year of Islam. The conversion of these courageous indi- 


viduals strengthened the Muslims while annoying the non-be- 
lievers. 
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49 The period of suffering and torture started when the non- 
believers saw that more and more individuals were choosing 
Islam as their religion. Therefore, some Muslims had to flee 
from Mecca and immigrate to Ethiopia in the fifth and sixth 
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pute, he began receiving various signs of his future mission for 
uple of years. When he was in his late 30s, the moral cor- 
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$ Both Umar and Hamza were honored with Islam in the 
sixth year of Islam. The conversion of these courageous indi- 
viduals strengthened the Muslims while annoying the non-be- 
lievers. 
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i ee. ee % The Prophet’s mosque (Masjid al-Nabawi) was built only 
a short time after the Prophet immigrated to Medina and soon 
small houses were built next to the masjid for his family. From 
then on, Islam was taught to everyone at the Prophet’s masjid. 
& The battles of Badr, Uhud, and Khandaq took place in 


the following years and the Hudaybiyah Pact was signed be- 


















en ee od of the A was over in the tenth 
the Prophet lost both his uncle, Abu Talib, and 
i Sa in only three days. That year was called 
vear o 0” because the Prophet was deeply saddened | 
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E | tween the Muslims and the non-believers in the sixth year ot 
he following year the Prophet was blessed with one of 


the Hijrah (the Prophet's emigration to Medina). During the 


years of reconciliation, the Prophet sent out delegates to each 








» greatest miracles, Miraj, in which he ascended to the pres- 


nce of God. The canonical daily prayer was bestowed upon _ 
state and invited them to Islam. 














Muslims during this divine meeting as a means of personal as- | | 
% When the non-believers unilaterally nullified the Trea- 


ty of Hudaybiyah, two years after it was signed, the Muslim 
amy of 10,000 soldiers conquered Mecca. The Prophet, who 
was forced to leave his homeland, returned to it in victory and 


A 





: The Prophet never stopped teaching Islam to everyone. 
j result of his efforts, a few people from Medina, who came 





sit the Ka‘ba, embraced Islam. In the coming years they 
' | declared an amnesty. 

ght more people from Medina to pledge allegiance to the 

phet at a place called Aqabah. Medina was struggling with 

ivil war between the tribes; so they were in need of a leader 
) could establish peace. They invited the Prophet to come 


es king, because they believed he would be the 


$ The Prophet returned to Medina after Mecca was con- 













quered. People in large groups, who came from various parts of 
the Arabian Peninsula, embraced Islam. 


48 He delivered a speech to an audience of over 100,000 Mus- 
lims during his last Pilgrimage in Mecca in the tenth year of the 
Hijrah. This speech, in which the Seal of the Prophets conveyed 


m every tribe could accept as their legitimate lead- 






iis Muslims emigrated from Mecca to Medina. The 
eople, who left Mecca last, were the Prophet Muham- 
be upon him, and his dearest friend, Abu Bakr. 


ents of Medina were so joyous on the day of the 
in Medina that nothing had rendered them 


the last messages of Islam, is called the “Farewell Speech.” 


% The Great Sultan of the Hearts reunited with God on 
Monday, June 6, 632, when he was 63. After the funeral prayer 
performed in groups of men, women, and children, he was bur- 
ied in his noble house. 


6 | 





THE COMPASS OF THE FAITHFUL 


All the religious prac tices We are required fo pe rforn inch i 





the Sunna, the practice of the Prophet. Sunnat-i Sanya 
the beautiful practice of the Prophet, is based upon his y, 
actions, and approvals, and it represents his moral vale | 
lifestyle. He says, “Whoever tries to resemble me, he be}, 3 
to my tradition.“ In this respect, the Sunna of the Propheta 
the compass of believers, which always points to the truth, Hix 





behavior and attitude is chosen by God as the Prophet States, 





‘It is God, whe taught me.” It is difficult to find one’s Way if 
one does not follow this compass. 






The tollowing are some examples of the Sunna of the 







Prophet who said, “Whoever embraces my tradition will eam 







the merits equal to those of 100 martyrs”: 
e He recited “bismillah” (In the name of God, the Merci. 
ful, the Compassionate) before doing anything. 











e He entered and left home by greeting. 






e He knocked the door of a house three times at most. 













e He perfumed himself with beautiful scents. 









e He used a brush like tool called “miswak” to clean his 






A i. En 
e He visited his friends and relatives. 







osted his guests with clean clothes and served them 










rer he had on hand. 
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: ost their 
» He offered his condolences tO people who | 


friends or families. 


He participated in funeral prayers. 


o He visited the sick. 

© He offered his daily prayers (salah) in congregation. 

© He played and joked with children. 

© He always advised the right. 

e He washed his hands before and atter meals. 

e He recited bismillah before he began eating and ended 
with grace. 

o He accepted gifts and reciprocated those gifts with equal 
or superior gifts. 

e He remembered the deceased in good terms. 

¢ He helped those who prepared to get married. 

e He held good assumptions about people unless otherwise 
proven. 

© He supported those who were seeking knowledge and re- 
ceiving education. 

e He congratulated newly married couples. 

© He covered his mouth with his hand when he sneezed. 

e He brought his palms together, recited specific verses 
from the Qur'an (Ikhlas, Falaq, Nas) before he went to 
bed and wiped his palms to his body. 


He lied on the right hand side when he went to sleep, 
pulled his legs closer to his body, he put his right hand's 
palm onto his right cheek and contemplated the day. 


y e He did not sleep in a facedown position. 
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above him 


o He recited bismillah before he drank water and fin 
arid 


ished drinking in three steps. He also said grace after 
he drank. j 

i » therevelation. The next morning 
He drank zam-zam water (a famous well very near the ; F ger of God! | don’t think that it is appropri: ate for us FO 
Ka’ba in Mecca) standing up and facing the Ka'ba. Pon the second floor while you are staying on the first. Nei 


; When he went to sleep, I felt guilty for staying 
an obst AC le he ‘pwee»n Him 


sseTt 
Í tok | him, ` The Me eT 


af et y 


f and I thought that we were 


He tinged his eyes with kohl three times every night, ` ~ ther my wife nor I could sleep last night. 


If something grieved him, he would offer prayers (salah), iy ‘Abu Ayyub, why?” he asked. 
He took ablution before each and every prayer. 4 ‘We could not sleep because we thought that dust might 
He visited graves. fallon you as we turned during the night and we were afraid 
He made peace between people to stand between you and the revelation.’ 
i ; But the Messenger of God explained: 
T Mahe prayed very often and always repented. 
“E e He endured with patience during times of disaster Td better stay on the first floor because | have many 
3 | guests coming over.’ 
i” He put his clothes on from the right side and took 


them off from the left side. 


“Our water pitcher broke one night and we were very 


afraid that the water would drip onto our Prophet. Thus, 


af HIS COMPANIONS LOVED HIM SO MUCH we pressed our quilt on the water so that it would soak up 
, all of it. And that was our only quilt.” 
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Z One of his companions, Enes, reported as he was describ- 


= ing the Hijra journey: 
a | | S i slims were ab to leave 
a “I saw our Prophet on his way to Medina. I had neverhad ~ i During the Battle of Uhud, Muslims were ab« Yr € E 
Medina when they heard that the Messenger of God had 


RP 4 more beautiful and brighter day before. I was alive on the 
a É day of our Propher’s death, which was the darkest day of my died. 
7 life. It seemed as if everything was covered in darkness in People were screaming all over the city. One of the Mus- 
10n the day our Prophet passed away. While we were ~ ; lim women ran six kilometers to the battleground to cheek 
g the Messenger of God, we realized that our hearts ~ i if this was true. She came across the dead bodies of her fa- 
ae as we were wiping the dust off of our hands.” _ ther, husband, son and brother. As she was walking among 
p i | the dead Muslim soldiers, she kept asking: 


“Where is the Messenger of God?” 


mm: “grated to edith he stayed on y , =, When they showed the Prophetito her, she touched the 
g anda stayed on, the geep a floor: fg y ay his clothes and said: 
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“Oh the aag of i God! | dent U Eare w z C nil 


Was my Hygiene is 
killed. 1 thank God that you are alive. No disaster will be "i 


Our enemy 
able to affect me anymore. 


Hand, foot and skin 


Friends of dirt 


Dne day, one of the compantons of the Prophet am- 
One day, one | phet Muham cicer 
mad, peace be upon him, came up to him and asked: 


Ba. Hands are dirty 
“Oh the Messenger ot God! When is Doomsday?” 


i This is our chance 
“What did you prepare tor that day,” asked the Prophet. 


l Forward, the army of microbes! 
“| have nothing but the love of God and His Messenger,” 


ied th E On a sheltered corner of a hand there was a meeting of 
replied the man. | | | — | 

P microbes. Without doubt, the messiest four creatures of the 
Earth gathered around the circular table. They resembled 


| O } | 


when he heard the Prophet say, “You will be with your loved ¢ 
ones. Another companion, Enes, was there, and he added: 


“| do like the Messenger of God, Abu Bakr and Umar. I N 
like to be with them in the Hereafter.” 


tinued 
; on , aaka oe ssy?” “Yes, : 
A CRANKY MICROBES HOPE | ltopened the meeting by asne, Are we may | res we 
| are messy, the Sulky Father,” responded the crowd in joy. 
Cracked, burst The ball of dirt turned its head to the right and the so- 
oo rounded 


called Veteran Crippled Mico, who is responsible for caus- 
- Fume, dirt, foul, filth ing tuberculosis, took the floor: 


“Then, you will be together with your loved ones,” said 
the Prophet. 


t niscent of an army of looters, paid complete attention. 


NM “The friends of dirt!” called out the sulky one. All the 
i | others turned their faces to the sulky face. The microbe, 
it which apparently was nicknamed The Sulky Father, con- 


Ou ae “Dear friends! We all came here from different surtac- 
co. es. All we need is a simple touch. Then, we can easily stick. 
= Spread toxin We have seized an amazing opportunity thanks to our great 
father. My ancestors and | buried millions of people once 
upon a time. Those were the golden days. However, man 
produced agents called antibiotics to destroy microbes. 
They were about to cause our extinction if it hadn’t been 
for the efforts of myself and s some other mic robes.” 
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~The microbe responsible {or causing rabies, ni u DORA n 
3 a t t : 1 er hic r na i . i ni a : p- e 
knameg mM “lam the Brutal Charo. Lam the anthrax microbe Pam 
is hO] - 


| . +l. 
Lalo a great enemy of humanity. People call me Black ł 






~Heinous Kido, audaciously jumped in: 
; “Veteran Mico! You secm fo he scared. l SCE thar you ly l 
au i aC 

an ill-fated experience but we need to go back to work.” 


R The Sulky Father sard 


E “Neither Veteran Mico nor Heinous Kido is wrong. Let 


ton: l, together with my soldiers, intoxicate the blood inside 


the vessels. | am at your service. 





‘Lam the Convulsed Beast. | am the pneumonia mi- 


crohe. People are very afraid of me. [| give such a forceful 





kick to their respiratory system that their doctors are help- 
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-put our plan into action then. You, Mico, as one of the Most 


É experienced of us, tell us what we need to do to enter the hy. hena laws e iaca Sang aep 


man body. We should know what to expect beforehand.” ratory insufficiency syndrome, which means ‘Welcome to 


the earth you will rest in, man!” I am not going to embar- 


“Okay, Sulky Father,” said Veteran Mico, and added: “a 
rass you Sir! 


i E, P > ; i 3 » € è 9 D 
We will enter the body through the pores on the skin “Let's sing the Sulky Anthem,” ordered the Sulky Leader = 


that we are on right now. We should pass into the blood Wi cheerfully. An incredible roar shook the Earth: 
vessels, which function as the circulatory system of the bie 










“Cracked, burst 


body. Here is where we need to be extra careful. There are | f 
| Fully rounded... 





white blood cells inside the blood vessels that are always on | 
y As soon as the Anthem was over, all the microbes were 
| guard to protect the body. They call us “the enemies of hu- 





shaken by a terrible tremor and scream that was reminis- 


| manity.” In fact, they are our fiercest enemies and they nev- į | | A A 
i cent of a high-pitched, piercing cry. Some water followed 



















à| the scream and swept all the microbes away. 


et get tired of chasing us. They will destroy us the moment 
"we are caught. We should approach insidiously to prevent 


J | 
| Emre turned to his friend, Kursat, as he was washing his 


hands and said: 


“I learned a hadith of our Prophet today. ‘How blessed is 


them from ringing the alarm to alert everyone. This is vital 
in reaching the target.” 























me = The Sulky Father rai i | 3 | | i 
“OA b P Ea r -A - Eor p -ra s a believer; as they conduct good things they beautify their 
ee OO UP and calle me Oa world while at the same time earning merits for the Hereat- 
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leaders to say something. He was very nervous. He was 50- 
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ter. 


“That’s great!” said Kursat. “The Prophet also said, “The 
blessing of food stems from washing hands before and atter 


Seem ing red out of enmity and rage. Everyone stood up and was all 
7m & ears to receive the orders. As the Sulky leader pointed to the 


up leaders one hy one, each leader gave a verbal report. E 
J a meal. 





Kido. | am a rabies microbe. | am an enemy of | 
Another hope of the microbes came to an end with those 


ity. My target is the brain in the central neural sys- d 
words. 


| goal is to collapse the control center. | am at your 
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JUSTICE IN ISLAM 
sA’ 





i Mehmet the Conqueror declared amnesty afte 

y he conquered Istanbul with his army and all prison. 

Jf ers were > released except tor (WO (2 ‘hristian pricsts, who 

1 Bice en they did net want to be released. These priests 

were imprisoned by the Byzantine Emperor, because they were 

advising him to rule justly. Upon this unfair imprisonment the 
priests vowed not to leave the prison again. 





Sultan Mehmet was informed of the situation. He sent two 
of his soldiers to the prison and invited the priests to the pal- 
ace. Ihe priests explained to Sultan Mehmet why they did not 
want ta be released. Sultan Mehmet advised the following to 
these two priests, who were condemning the world: 
























“| have a suggestion for you. You will travel around our 
country, where we try to apply the Islamic understanding of 
justice, and listen to court cases by visiting actual trials. If you 
come across a similar type of injustice, as you experienced 
during Byzantine rule, come and report it to me and go back 
to your prison proving that you are right to isolate yourselves 
Tom this unjust world.” 
The priests found Sultan Mehmet’s suggestion very appeal- 
s started travelling the Muslim country 
m the Sultan. Bursa was one of the first 
ioum ey. Here is the story of their experi- 


ipposedly healthy horse from a Jew. How- 
@ horse was brought to the Muslim’s house, 

not well at all. The Muslim could not 
the moming. He went up to the 
his horse. But the judge was not 





11) the office when he arrived, After wating tor a w! 


hishorse back home and the horse died the following night. 








hile, he rook 


The judge, who was informed about the case later on. invit- 


ed the Muslim man back and told him: 


“fT had been in my office when you had first come, YOU 
could have turned in the horse that was supposed to be healthy 
and you would have gotten your money back. But since | was 
not available in my office at the time, | am responsible for your 
loss. Therefore, | am going to pay for your loss.” 


The priests were astonished to see that the judge did not 
hesitate to pay the compensation out of his own pocket to en- 
sure justice. Then, they headed to another city, Iznik, and wit- 
nessed another court case: 

A Muslim bought a farm from another Muslim and plowed 
it when the season began. The farmer, who plowed the land 
with a primitive plow, struck a jar full of gold. He immediate- 
ly wanted to hand it over to the previous owner of the land 


and told him: 

“| bought the surface of the land but not what resides un- 
derneath it from you. If you had known that a jar of gold was 
buried in your farm, you would not have sold it to me at the 
same price. That’s why you should accept this jar.” 

But the previous owner of the farm had a different point of 
view and he explained: 

‘| think you are wrong in this matter. | sold the land to you 
including everything that it is composed of. Therefore, | have 
noright to the gold you found on the land I previously owned. It 
belongs to you and you are free to spend it however you want.’ 

When the former and current owners of the land could not 
resolve the dispute over the gold, they appealed to the court. 
They explained their complaint to the judge and the judge 
asked them if they had any children. When he heard that one 

of them had a daughter and the other had a son, the judge sug- 
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ested that their children get married and that they would re 
ceive the gold coins as a dowry. 
_ Upon these two cases that the priests witnessed, they decid. 
_ ed that it was pointless to travel across the entire country. They 
S had seen what they needed to see. Thus, they returned to Istan- 
_ bul and reported the two cases to Sultan Mehmet and added: 





© “We have come to believe that Islam has a thorough observa- 
~ tion of justice and rights. The followers of such a faith could not 
do any harm to the followers of other faiths. Hence, we changed 
our minds about secluding ourselves in prison. We believe that 


no one will be subjected to injustice under your rule.” 


JUSTICE IS THE BASIS OF GOVERNMENT 


One day, Ubay ibn Ka’b and the Caliph Umar had a dispute 
and Ubay confronted Umar: 




















‘The Caliph of the Messenger of God, you are not just!” 


However, Umar thought he was right. They thought they 
i r should appeal to the court of Medina. The judge of the Medi- 
na court was Zayd ibn Sabit. The Caliph and Ubay approached 
Zayd and he showed courtesy and invited the Caliph to take 
his seat. In fact, he made this act of courtesy out of respect for 
the Caliph. Otherwise, he would not decide in his favor. How- 
er, the Caliph Umar got angry with the judge’s favorable 
iment. He frowned at the judge and shouted: 


hat’s not right Zayd! You have committed an injustice 
mm the start. | did not come here as the Caliph. | am 
plaintiff like Ubay and we should sit at the same place.” 


1 went back to his seat upon hearing these words and 





iph Umar was the symbol of justice. He not only 
ustice is the basis of government,” 


but he also led a life according to that principle. He did not 


hesitate to be judged by a judge that he had appointed. Due to 
his exemplary attitude, people associated his name with jus- 
tice whenever his name was mentioned. 


YOU NEED TO BE TESTED 


After the Ottoman state conquered Istanbul, Sultan Meh- 4 

met the Conqueror, had a mosque and a large school built and §& 
named after him. The Sultan wanted to have an office in the $ 
school, which can be considered a college by contemporary 
standards. However, the committee of scholars of the school 
declined the Sultan’s request, arguing: 


"You are neither a student nor a scholar at this school. In 
this case, you are not eligible for holding an office here.” 


Not angered by this decision, the Sultan asked: 
“What can I do to hold an office here?” 
“You need to pass a test,” the committee answered. 


Sultan Mehmet took the test as if he were a regular student 
and was given an office upon passing the test. 


DA 


>» my vA A 
An na yy 
2i p » 





THE LAST TECHNIQUE 


r A man became a wrestling champion by learning all the subtle. 

ties of wrestling. He knew 360 different wrestling techniques and 
put one of those techniques into play each time he wrestled. 

This experienced wrestler had some students he was train- 

i ing. He admired one of his students a lot due to his agility and 

k strength. He taught 359 of his wrestling techniques to this stu- 
= dent. There was only one technique that he did not teach. 
























The young wrestler became very adept, like his master. No 
one was able to stand against him. But his skills at wrestling 
made him a very arrogant person. One day, he claimed in the 
presence of the Sultan: 


“My master is superior to me only because he is older than 
me and he is the one who trained me. I do respect him. Other- 
wise, | am stronger than him and I know the subtleties of wres- 
tling as much as my master does.” 


The Sultan was disappointed with the arrogant attitude of 
the young wrestler who belittled his master. Therefore, he or- 
dered the young man to wrestle against his master. They des- 
ignated a huge area for the great wrestling match. The Sultan, 
tesmen, and the people were ready to watch the wrestling. 
e young wrestler went to the podium roaring like a lion. 









aster knew that his student was much stronger than 
‘ore, he won the game by using the last technique 
it he had not taught his student. Seeing that he was win- 
y the game, the audience was cheering for the old master. 
old master was given many gifts and clothes with the 


s order and the Sultan turned to the ungrateful young 


nad Detter get off your high horse.” 


ee a © 















The youngster objected to that by saying: 


“My Sultan! My master did not defeat me with his strength but 


with the last wrestling technique that he had not taught me yet.” 


“| was not going to teach that last technique to you in case 


we might turn into opponents one day. People of wisdom ad- 
vise, Do not give your friend too much strength, so much so 
that this strength could make him harm you.’ One should ob- 
serve a good balance both in his anger and love.” 


EATING UP THE GOOD MERITS 


According to Anas, the Prophet stated: 


“Jealousy eats up good merits just as fire eats up wood. Char- 
ity extinguishes mistakes just as water puts out fire. Daily prayer 
is the light of the faithful. Fasting is an obstruction to fire.” 


THE ENEMY IN THE MIRROR 


Once upon a time, a shepherd came to a nearby city with his 
lamb and cane. His purpose was to sell his lamb to a wealthy 
lord and to receive many gifts from him. 


He stood in front of the lord’s mansion. Thinking that the 
lord was not home at the time, he entered the mansion by con- 
vincing the servant. He proceeded to the parlor along with his 
lamb. When he approached the stairs in the parlor, he saw an- 
other shepherd with his lamb and cane. The selfish shepherd 
was furious, thinking that he might have to share the gifts he 
would receive from the lord with the other shepherd. Then, 
he could not help thinking that the lord might take only the 
other shepherd’s sheep and he would receive all the gifts. 


The selfish shepherd tried to intimidate the other man by 
raising his fist as if he was going to punch him. To his surprise, 
though, the other shepherd clenched his fist too. Then, the self- 
ish shepherd lost his temper and walked toward the other shep- 
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herd pointing his cane at him. But the other shepherd was about 
to attack him with his own cane at the very same moment. 


Finally, the selfish shepherd could not bear the imperti- 











$ nence of the other shepherd anymore and hit him with all 
| his strength. Yet, the surface his cane touched was not anoth- | 


— , but his own image in a mirror. The huge mirror | d 
e into pieces with his forcetul blow. 
The F rd aa came down to the parlor upon hearing the 
oise. peeing what had just happened, the lord was 
ee 
vR landlordidid not wait long to punish the shepherd. yi 
nly ¢ shepherd with his cane, but also kicked ff ; 
him out oy his mansion telling him not to come back again. 
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ÞELIEVING IN HEREAFTER 


THE HEREAFTER IS WHERE WE WILL LIVE FOR GOOD 





he Hereafter is the kingdom where human beings 

will be resurrected after we all die and where we will 

live eternally. The day we will be resurrected is called 
the Day of Judgment, which will be preceded by Doomsday. 
Doomsday, which will be commenced with the Archangel Ra- 
phael’s blowing of the trumpet, is a day that will affect the 
whole universe and not just the world we live in. Doomsday is 
described in the first eight verses of the chapter The Cleaving 
Open (Infitar) of the Qur’an: 


When the heaven is cleft open; and when the stars fall in dis- 


order and are scattered: and when the seas burst forth; and 
when the graves are overturned; evervone will come to under- 
stand all (the goc 
terlife while in the world), 
has lett behind 


you conceming your Lord, the All-Muniticent? 


od and evil) that he has tonvarded (to his at- 
and all (the 
(undone). © human! Whar is it that deludes 


Hle W ho has 


created you, fashioned vou, and proportioned you, having con- 


uvod and evil) that he 


sututed you in whatever torm Fle has willed. (82:1-8) 


People will be resurrected and gathered betore God following 
Doomsday to be judged based on their good and bad deeds. 


It is easy for God to resurrect them atter human beings die. 
Here is the verse through which God tells us about resurrection: 


He it is Who originates creation in the first instance and 
then reproduces it (in the world), and will bring it back (in 
the Hereafter): and that (reproduction and bringing back) is 
easier for Him. Whatever attribute of sublimity there is (like 
existence, life, power, knowledge, munificence, and might, 
etc.) in the heavens and the earth, it is His in the highest de- 
gree, and He is the All-Glorious with irresistible might, the 
All-Wise. (Ar-Rum 30:27) 
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How can we question the Creator’s ability to resurrect when 

He creates millions of creatures every day? Who can claim 

that the One, who turns the white page of winter and opens 

| the green page of spring every year, and who beautifully writes 
the book of Earth while placing the code of each plant into its 
structure, cannot maintain the souls of the deceased? Thete 

is no difficulty for God in recreating human beings after they 

die since He is the One who creates and shapes the Earth and 
| other planets out of His knowledge, and who makes them te. 
volve in a specific order. Creating all the plants in the spring 


is aS easy as creating a single flower for Him. There is no diffi. 
culty for the Almighty Creator. 




















Faith in the existence of the Hereafter together with the 
knowledge of it makes one see death as a passage that leads to 
Heaven. For this reason, one no longer sees death as an end in it- 
self. Instead, death is seen to be a sort of relocation and the end of 
tests and tasks one is exposed to during their life in this world. 


The punishment and reward of good and bad deeds commit- 
ted in this world will be given in the Hereafter since human 
beings are given time and opportunity to repent for their faults 
and change for the better. Should one who holds power for- 


get about the judgment, they might rely on their limited pow- 


he Hereafter, which saves them from potential 
Such a person can alleviate his pain that stems from 


ing, “He did NOt cease to exist. I will see him 


eternal life and there will be 











A petson who absolutely believes that he will be resurrect- 
ad by God after death and will be judged based on his good and 
bad deeds tries to lead his life following the example of God’s 
Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon him. If members of a 
society follow the morals of the Prophet, that society is blessed 
with peace and trust. People in such societies trust each other in 
their business and are ready to help one another. Belief in the 
Hereafter renders one a responsible person. This feeling of re- 
sponsibility enables us to fulfill our duties toward ourselves, fam- 

ilies, country, nation, humanity and animals. Our willingness to 

do good deeds sows the seeds of solidarity, compassion and do- 
ing someone a favor whereas the fear from punishment deter us 
from committing injustice and harm to others. Those who have 
not received their rewards in return for their good deeds appease 
themselves thinking that they will finally be rewarded in the 
Hereafter. They lead a healthy life free from troubles and stress. 


The downtrodden feel assured when they think that those 


who violated their rights will be punished afterwards and that 
they will get what they deserve. They do not calculate every sin- 
gle misdeed committed against them. They may leave it to God 
sometimes, which makes them contribute to social harmony and 
solidarity. In a society where most individuals lean toward peace 
and coexistence, it is easy to find common ground and tolerance 
for others. Should a person who does believe in God and the ex- 
istence of the Hereafter continue to make good deeds and re- 
frain from mischief, he will be a distinguished guest of God in 
Heaven after being resurrected. On the other hand, a person will 
consider his death nothing more than a useless and disgusting 
corpse unless he recognizes the existence of life after death. 


The One that responds to every wish of human beings 
does not remain oblivious to our longing for eternity. 


God hears the voices of even the most fragile and weakest be- 
Ings, meets their needs and cares for them. Why does such a God 
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ignore the most precious living being’s desire for eternity? Gog 
always hears the supplications of those who have beseeched fo; 
centuries, “We do not want to cease to exist after we die. Make 
us eligible for eternity! Our Lord, you provide us with numerow 
blessings. Show us the origins and sources of the examples you E 
have provided in this world! Do not destroy us in this desert! Ac- | 
cept us in your presence! Do not make us suffer from nonexis- 
tence!” God does not allow human beings to perish when they die 
like the leaves of trees that fall on the ground and decompose. 


THE WILL 
After Uthman, the third Caliph of Islam, was killed, his 


f fiends checked his private closet and found his will inside a 
‘small box which read the following: 


“This is Uthman’s will: 
F inthe name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 












On the contrary, the One who does not waste the seeds of 
a fig will absolutely not throw man into the darkness of non- 
existence. For instance, the seed of a fruit appears to be dead. 
Yet, it comes to life when it is planted. Likewise, a dead person 
is dead in this world but alive in terms of the Hereafter, for hu- 
mans will go to the earth first like the seed of a fruit and pass 
to life after death through the corridor of the grave. 










Uthman, the son of Affan, testifies that there is no deity | 
but God. God is the One and He has no partners or equals. i 
Muhammad is His Messenger. Heaven is real. Hell is real. 
There is no doubt that God will resurrect all the dead after | 
Eo which will ums come true. God never goes 





















God does not create anything without a purpose and does 
not leave them to nonexistence. 


We kill the grains while harvesting them. We separate the ear 
from the wheat. Then, we kill it again by grinding it to make flour. 
We make dough out of the flour. And then, we make bread after 
they cook it in the oven, which means that we kill it again. E GENGA 

The wheat that dies several times and turns into bread sus- a a | i ie 
tains the life of a human being when it is eaten. God recreates | 
all those miracles everyday and He is the One who will resur- 


rect human beings to reward/punish them based on what they a X o a 
have done in this world. ie / \ coe ee 


f Say: “Go about on the earth and see how God originated cre- 
ation. Then God will bring forth the other (second) creation 


tin the form of the Hereafter). Surely God has full power 
over everything. (al-Ankabut 29:20) 
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THE DEATH OF DEATH TAKE MY LIFE NOW 


Abu Said, a friend of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon 


The Prophet Muhammad, the Sultan of the prophets, narrated: 
him, reported that the Prophet said: 


“The Angel of Death (Azrail) was sent to the prophet Mo- 
ses. Moses hit the Angel in the eye as soon as he saw it and the 
Angel was blinded. The Angel of Death told God Almighty 
what happened between Moses and itself, and added: 


“Death is brought in the form of a ram with black and white 
colors and it is located on the walls between Heaven and Hell. 
And a voice is heard: 

‘The residents of Heaven!’ 


‘Oh my Lord! You sent me to a man who does not want to die.’ 
When those who reside in Heaven look up, the voice con- 


tinues: 





Upon this conversation, God gave the Angel of Death the 
ability to see again and ordered it to tell Moses: 














‘Do you know what this is?” SEINE fo put his hand on.an ox andelowil lee aan 


live a certain number of years that is equal to the number of 


hairs under his hand.’ 


When the Angel of Death conveyed God’s message to Mo- 
ses, Moses inquired: 


They all respond: 
‘This is death.’ 


Then, the same voice addresses the residents of Hell: 


‘The residents of Hell!’ 


Those who reside in Hell look up and are all ears: ‘Oh my God, what will happen after that? 


The voice asks the same question: ‘You will eventually die,’ responded God. 
‘Do you know what this is?’ 


‘Then, let Azrael take my life right now,’ reasoned Moses. 


He also asked to be buried close to the Al-Aqsa Mosque as he 
wasin the Tih desert. It | were there, | would show you the tomb 
of Moses. He rests on a place called Al-Kathib al-Ahmar.” 


THE FIRST TO REUNITE 


They also respond: 


b 


Then the ram is hee and the voice continues: 


Fatimah, the Messenger’s daughter, passed away in the elev- 
enth year of the Hijra, six months after the death of the Proph- 
et, when she was 29. She was the first one in the Prophet’s 


family to reunite with the Messenger after his death. Umm 
Salama reported her death: 


y this story, the Messenger of God recited 
from the Qur'an: 
E 


f the coming of the Day of anguish and re- 

ing will have been decided, for (even now) 
do not believe. Surely, it is 
> earth and all who live on it; 


‘Fatimah’s husband, Ali, was not at home when she passed 
orought back. (Maryam 19:39—40) 


away. Fatimah called me and said, 
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‘Please heat some water. | will take a shower and prepare 


~] . 9 


| did what she wanted me to do. Then, she took a shower | | Thousands of red-winged butterflies 
and changed her clothes. Then, she asked me to prepare her | H Spread on the fields and meadows 
bed. She adjusted her bed so that she could face the Ka‘ba. She ™ For red poppies are so pretty 


told me, as she was lying on the bed: Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 


‘Dear Umm Salama! It is time to leave. I took a shower by EII They are peerless among wildflowers 


myself and took ablution. For this reason, they do not need to The Omnipotent creates such beauties 


clean my body after | die.’ Lilacs and violets are adorable too, but 


And she closed her eyes to this world after a short while.” § Decorating the fields and meadows 
A Small leaves reminiscent of red taffetas 


THE CHILD'S PENITENCE 
Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
The Messenger of God stated: fe) They are peerless among wildflowers 
“God elevates the status of His righteous servants in Heaven.” ath ' Pink roses and rosebuds smile at you 


“What is the reason for this blessing?” inquired someone. Spreading their beautiful fragrance 
Even though daisies and shamrocks are elegant 


Red poppies are humming like brides 


WHEN A PERSON DIES | Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 


They are peerless among wildflowers 


“It is due to the penitence your child asks on your behalf.” 


The Sultan of Messengers stated: 


ie | | As if blood of thousands of martyrs 
“When a person dies his deeds cease with him but (he con- 


tinues to get reward from) three things: charity that is conti I saw it wasn’t the martyrs’ blood 
ual (sadaga janya), knowledge that gbes on benefiting people | Red poppies woke up in spring 
and pious children who pray for hin n 


Painted the fields in red 





Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
They are peerless among wildflowers 


Wherever I see a red poppy 

| can’t stop contemplating over it for hours 
I can’t take the little baby in red 

Away from its lovely friends 


Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 


They are peerless among wildflowers 


Yaşar Nezihe Bükülmez 
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‘Please heat some water. I will take a shower and prepare 
clean clothes. I will change my clothes.’ 


RED POPPIES 


Red poppies blossom when spring comes 
Thousands of red-winged butterflies 
Spread on the fields and meadows 

For red poppies are so pretty 


| did what she wanted me to do. Then, she took a showe 4 
and changed her clothes. Then, she asked me to prepare her ` 


bed. She adjusted her bed so that she could face the Kaʻba. She 


told me, as she was lying on the bed: 


va Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
‘Dear Umm Salama! It is time to leave. I took a shower by They are peerless among wildflowers 


myself and took ablution. For this reason, they do not need to BEER, Aeritercanes euch beauties 


Lilacs and violets are adorable too, but 
Decorating the fields and meadows 
Small leaves reminiscent of red taffetas 


clean my body after I die.’ 


And she closed her eyes to this world after a short while.” 


THE CHILD'S PENITENCE 
The Messenger of God stated: 


“God elevates the status of His righteous servants in Heaven.” 


Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
They are peerless among wildflowers 













Pink roses and rosebuds smile at you 

Spreading their beautiful fragrance 

Even though daisies and shamrocks are elegant 
Red poppies are humming like brides 


“What is the reason for this blessing?” inquired someone. 


“It is due to the penitence your child asks on your behalf.” 


WHEN A PERSON DIES 


Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 


They are peerless among wildflowers 
The Sultan of Messengers stated: y ate p g wile 


As if blood of thousands of martyrs 
Painted the tields in red 

| saw it wasn’t the martyrs’ blood 
Red poppies woke up in spring 


“When a person dies his deeds cease with him but (he con- 
tinues to get reward from) three things: charity that is contit 
ual (sadaga jar'ya), knowledge that goes on benefiting peopley 
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and pious children who pray for hifi? | y 





Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
They are peerless among wildflowers 


Wherever | see a red poppy 

| can’t stop contemplating over it for hours 
I can’t take the little baby in red 

Away from its lovely friends 


Red poppies are the most beautiful flowers 
They are peerless among wildflowers 


Yasar Nezihe Bukulmez 
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RESPECT FOR PARENTS 


MAY YOU BE PLEASED WITH HIM 


The prophet Moses visited the town as he was told and 

found the butcher mentioned. But he preferred to observe the 
butcher first before he introduced himself. The butcher closed 
his shop in the evening and left for home along with a piece of 
meat in his hand. Moses introduced himself to the butcher on 
his way home and asked him: 


he following anecdote is about Abu Yazid al-Bistam;. 


It was a freezing cold day in winter. His mother asked fo, 


some water while straightening up in her bed. Abu Yaz. 

id al-Bistami rushed to bring the water pitcher immediately. Yet, 
ey were running out of water. Therefore, he ran to the fountain 
id got some water. He returned home only to find his mother 
ping again. He did not want to wake her. He waited for a while 
for his mother to wake up. When she finally opened her eyes, she 
asked for water again. Abu Yazid al-Bistami was holding the pitch- 
et while his mother slept. The pitcher was so cold that his hands 
tuck to it. Seeing her son’s hands glued to the pitcher, she asked 



























"My dear son, why have you held it in your hands instead of 
7 ‘pu ting it on the floor?” 
“Mother, I just wanted to serve you some water immediate- 
after you woke up, responded Bistami.” 
oon this response, she prayed: 
“Oh Lord! | am pleased with my son. May You be pleased 
with him too!” 
He was raised to the highest rank of sainthood thanks to his 
mother’s sincere supplication. 
THE FRIEND OF MOSES IN THE HEAVEN 
he prophet Moses made the following wish as he was pray- 
x to God one day: 


f E T f : z 3 
y Lord! I would like to know my neighbor in Heaven, 
_ will spend time with.” 


es: Go to the so-and-so town and find the butcher 
ing to be your neighbor in Heaven.” 


wi 
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“Would you host me in your home tonight?” 
The butcher merrily answered: 


"Of course, it will be my pleasure and I will be honored to 
be your host.” 


Upon this conversation, the butcher and Moses went to 
the butcher’s home. When they reached his house, the host 
cooked the meat and soup, too. Then, he fed his old mother 
with the food he had prepared and cleaned her clothes when 
the meal was over. He also prepared her bed and the old wom- 
an went to bed. As he was helping his mother go to bed, the 
old woman whispered something into her son’s ear and the 
butcher nodded in a pleased manner. 


The butcher turned to Moses and said: 


‘Please, forgive me! I had to leave you alone because | was 
busy helping her.” 
“Who is that woman?” inquired Moses. 


‘She is my mother. [ take care of her because she is very 


old,” said the butcher. 


“After you served her, she whispered something to you. | 
am curious to know what she told you.” 


‘My Lord, may my son be Moses’ neighbor of in Heaven!” 
This is how she prays for me, said the butcher. 


‘Good news! I am Moses and you are going to be my neigh- 
bor in Heaven, said Moses cheerfully. 
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THE PRETTIEST GARDEN ON EARTH 


Would you remember them all 


Someone called Jahima went to the Proph- ltl count the flowers I like 


et Muhammad, peace be upon him, one day 
and said: 





Violet is in my mother’s eyes 


| 
Her hands smell like lavender 





“Oh Messenger of God! I’d like to join the 


fy When the rain falls down in our garden | 
army and serve for God’s cause. | came here Wj My mom turns into a wet lily 
to consult with you about it.” bs. 
The Messenger of God asked: a) Would you come here if I call you 
“J h lj 29 ` i To the prettiest garden on Earth 
s your mother alive: l J in 
“Yes” Jahima answered A Rosebuds on the one hand | 
i l i ' 
Stor leave her behind. You'd bet: j Trees under which I grew up on the other 
ter stay with her since Heaven is under the ma Would you hold my hand if I reach out to you 
feet of mothers.” aan My hands turn into redbuds 
About the rights of fathers, the Prophet said: f siny father sow 
“God’s pleasure is with father’s pleasure. pa W 
O NIN Are now taller than me 
Xj i foal k X pce S opak is with father’s fury.” et 
Vie ros Em a , | 





Would you catch me if I run 


In the prettiest garden on Earth 
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Mustafa Uçurum 
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BELIEVING IN DIVINE DESTINY 


GOD CREATES EVERYTHING BASED ON A PLAN 


GOD S WILL AND HUMAN FREEWILL 


God's will is His infinite and unlimited ability to do and create 
whatever He wishes. Human’s will is the ability to make choices 
between good and bad. Human will is limited. God designates 
human's destiny different from those of plants and animals. 
God tells us, “Your destiny is going to be based on your choices. 
Should you choose the good, you will be rewarded. However, if 





Surely, We have created each and every thing by (precise) 
measure. (al-Qamar 54:49) 


redestination is Goď’s designation of everything from 
the beginning of creation to eternity based on a plan 





you choose the bad, you will be punished. Therefore, you will 

and program, which includes when, where, how much be responsible for your choices.” God wants to test us through 
h and in what qualities things will be created. our choices. Yet individuals are not responsible for the sins they 
have committed until they reach puberty. God allows children 
| With Him are the keys to the Unseen; none knows them but | e les and oblieations. 
6 He. And He knows whatever is on land and in the sea; and — oO a Tere 

not a leaf falls but He knows it; and neither is there a grain in Humans make choices, God creates those choices 

the dark layers of earth, nor anything green or dry, but is (re- ee | 

corded) in a Manifest Book. (An‘am 6:59) Making choices is a person’s setting the foundation for or work- 


ing towards doing good or bad. Every action we take results in 
either good or bad. It is God that creates both good and bad 
consequences. God’s creation of the evil is not bad; what is 
tly bad is a person’s using his freewill to commit evil. 

There is always a reason behind good and bad actions. 
Sometimes it is individuals who initiate those reasons (choic- 
es) or it may be family, friends or society that leads individu- 
als to make certain choices. If we are unable to determine the 
real causes of our actions, especially in major troubles and di- 
sasters, we tend to hold our pre-destiny or God accountable for 
the consequences of our actions. We might make silly com- 
plaints such as: “Why did God want me to suffer? What did | 
do to Him to deserve this?” Rebelling against Divine destiny 
and God does not alleviate our problems which result from our 
Negligence or mistakes. On the contrary, we would be doubly 
sttessed out. Our faith in God would be hampered since we ac- 


im of bad things that happen to us. We should bear in 
mind that God does not want us to suffer at all. 


The Divine decree, qadha, is the actual happening or oc- 
currence of events that were designated by God according to 
a plan and program as a culmination of His name, Qadir, the 
All-Powerful. Nothing is excluded from predestination and 
things that are written in the pre-destiny cannot be changed 
E on. God knows beforehand whether an individual will 

hoose good or bad, right or wrong based on his/her freewill 
ad ir ein this life. Therefore, God writes the choices 
s will make as their pre-destiny. 
n chooses to do good and worships God, he or she 
“good merits in return for this choice. Should a per- 
jose to commit a sin or do bad, he or she will earn bad 
and will be punished as a result. However, one should 
A mind that penitence is always an option that will save 
Sommitting a sin does not always result 


ù candidly asks for forgiveness. Yet 
abstain from sins. 
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God knows the consequences of our choices even befo 


we make these choices. Foreseeing our choices together with 
their consequences, God draws our pre-destiny accordingly, 
Since pre-destiny is based on God’s true knowledge, what ic 


written there comes true. 


Faith in Divine destiny and fate strengthens our belief in 
God. This faith indicates that nothing comes to existence hap. 


hazardly and in its own right and that there is the One that cre- 
ates, sees and hears everything. We believe that the cosmos and 
what is going on in it is far from a chaotic system. Instead, ev- 












the worst troubles do not shake us. We can stay calm knowing 


crete reasons behind the problems we have. Faith in Divine des- 


We refrain from engaging in actions that would not result in our 
favor. We continue out lives by trusting and relying on God. 


Even the smallest task is within a plan 


There is not a thing but the stores (for its life and sustenance) 
are with Us, and We do not send it down except in due, de- 


e oth termined measure. (Hijr 15:21) 





Divine destiny is the planning of all animate and inanimate 

things lives. The type of dreams, known as “sadiq” or “true 
99 e ° ° 

ims, which come true, is good evidence of Divine destiny. 

































erything on Earth is within the master plan of God. This point — 
of view relieves us. We do not see the creation, including our- 
selves, and what occurs on Earth as pointless or aimless. Even — 


that this is our destiny even though there seems to be other con- 


tiny also makes us more patient. We tend to evaluate the cur- 
rent situation by taking future consequences into consideration. 


For instance, some dreams come true after many years, which 
hows that things can be planned and written ahead of time. 





Also, some people, including the Prophet Muhammad, 
ace be upon him, foretold some events that would happen | 
athe future. This also proves the existence of pre-destiny. | 


What is the connection between Freewill 
nd Divine destiny? 
here is always a reason behind the things that happen to us. 
Nothing happens without a reason. God determines our fate 
sed on the consequences that will follow our choices and holds 
uman beings responsible for the consequences of their choices. 


Since God tests people based on the choices they make, i 
de creates the consequences of these choices. Should a per- 

on lean toward good choices, God will give good results. And 

fhe or she opts for the bad, God gives bad consequences. A | 
amer who expects to get a good harvest from the land should i 
low, fertilize, plant healthy seeds and irrigate the land over 
he course of time as necessary. 








The Great Lord predicates what is going to happen in our 
ves based on our choices. In order for us to be held account- 
le, we should be given the right to choose. Since animals, 
lants and inanimate things do not have intelligence and free- 
llas we have, they do not have responsibilities. Therefore, 
ey are exempt from punishment and reward. 




















ne important points about Divine destiny 





epay attention, we can recognize that even some troubles 
tdisasters happening to us, which do not seem to occur as 
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result t of our choices, are in fact the culmin, ION Of Gurt 












would et 
A call. 


ane that same person tgnoring his Boss's call? He 


own che ices. He SACL, We shoul l Not mu Mp Co the G oncit 











ae | Benunished or tired if he Chooses to Ignore his boss 
= we have to ga through troubles that we do not dese 


1 we should not put the bl: aAMe ON our de SUNY. We WA 





sod, on the other hand, postpones our punishment for 





netime because of His Mercy, since He knows that the per: 







= a 
oo view our words, actions and decisions that might have 


our mistakes. The best thing to do is to plead, “Great Lord, 


Ns family, friends and relatives can also get hurt because of 




















There are things in life that make us upset initially, but turn 






certainly made a mistake to deserve this, but we ; weak | : 3 

— y made a mistake to deserve this, but we are too -i itto be good for us in the end or things that seem to be ben- 
f: = j through this. Please help us maintain our faith! You are SE fort dut not to be iù our favør. 

K pe Forgive our sins, and save us from the punishment.” i a 
ie People curse those who commit cruelty or injustice to oth- 
‘God treat us with His abundant mercy! 







am s. It is a great sin to cheat the poor, the weak, orphans, the 


Ld ° 
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is shows that God does not rush to punishing us. He erly and the homeless of their rights and to treat them cru- 









ves us some time to correct our mistakes and to repent for 


tas i) 


y. Jorturing animals and persecuting the people mentioned 


i Oakad. 
[i 


i 
en if the troubles we go through do not seem to be re- 





wwe do not go unpunished. We may be exposed to some 























foblems and disasters if we commit such cruelty and injus- 
£. We may protect ourselves from evil and all sorts of trou- 






| to our freewill, we are responsible for the occurrence of 


gs through our decisions. Sometimes, we may not be ethrough penitence, charity and engaging in good deeds. 


š ene ethis PR moment we are hit with ta e Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, “Forgive 


blems that we face might be related with our past sins isins that | know as well as those that | do not remember.” 








probably been postponed to this day. For this reason, nthough we may forget our mistakes, God does not. The 


ne justice will always find us. 





sed to revisit our past wrong doings that might 


‘current problems. annot comprehend everything through intellect 


10 recites the call to prayer before each 
calls B individuals to pray over a period of 30 to 
assumed that a person who does not perform 
igh he hears the call, says, “Do not call me 
g to do what you ask me to do.” Can you 


tson that expects to grasp everything with his mind usual- 
sdisappointed. Everything has both an outward and an es- 
side. Divine destiny is about both of these sides. There is 
san obvious cause as well as an unknown explanation Þe- 
hatever happens in this world. Since we usually are not 
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able to see the wisdom behind things, we do not wholl 


| = wP l r 
Vor Dar. g ahere the frog was still waiting for it. Riding on the frog 5 ng 





tially understand the real causes and wh; Pu | | n 
P : e octu vb. the scorpion crossed the river again. | was surprised to | 


tecordi 
ToT. i | } ‘ 
Therefore, we have difficulty in tully appreciating God's; eh 


PPreciate why 
God sees suitable for us. The lesson we need to take from ak: 
OM this jc 

} 


and mercy upon us. It is incumbent upon us to a 


“There is always wisdom behind God's actions and we May not 
grasp the meaning of everything that we face. God is the All 
Knowing and does what is good for His creation. 


THE SCORPION. THE FROG. AND THE SNAKE 


The Sufi master Dhul-nun al-Misri reported: 


“| went to the bank of the Nile River to wash my clothes. 
As | was standing on one side of the river, | saw an incredibly 
large scorpion on the other side of the river coming towards 
me. | was scared to death. | prayed to God to protect me from 
it. When the scorpion reached the middle of the river, a gi- 
gantic frog appeared. The scorpion got on the frog and they 
swam away from me together, which | found quite interesting, 
| decided to follow them. When they reached the riverbank, 
the scorpion left the frog and went under a huge tree. 


A young man was sleeping under the tree. | thought the 
scorpion might have come all this way to sting this young man 
and | decided to kill the scorpion before it hurt the man sleep- 
ing. | stopped when | was close to the scorpion. Then, | real- 

ized that a huge snake was approaching the young man 
sto kill him. At that moment, 


/ 









the scorpion attacked 





and stung the snake 
until the snake died. 
When it was done, 


e 








the scorpion went 
back to the riv- 











we what | had just witnessed. 


Then, | went back to the sleeping man and I told him: 
‘Hey, sleeping man! God protects you in the darkness even 
(you are not aware of it. God does not sleep even if you do. 


He is the All-Merciful.” 
THE ANGEL OF DEATH S (AZRAIL) GAZE 


A gullible man rushed into King Solomon’s (the prophet) 
place early in the morning. He informed the guards that he 
needed to talk to the King about an extremely important is- 
we and he was promptly given an audience. The prophet Sol- 
omon asked the man, who was trembling out of fear: 


19 


“Whats wrong? Why are you shaking? Tell me! 

‘saw the Angel of Death (Azrail) this morning. The An- 
gel pave me a furious look. | sensed that it would take my life,” 
said the man. 

“What do you expect me to do about it?” asked the Prophet. 

You are the shelter for the weak! You are so powerful. 
Wolves, birds, mountains and hills are at your disposal. Please 
oder your wind to carry me to India so that the Angel won't 
beable to find me. That’s the only way I can survive. Please 
help me!” begged the man. 


The prophet Solomon felt sorry for the man and ordered 
the wind: 


‘Take this man to India with you.” 


The wind followed Solomon’s order and took him to an is- 
in India. 

het Solomon had a meeting on the same day be- 
d saw Azrail to his surprise among the others. He 
to have a private conversation and asked him: 
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him a frightening look?” 





| “The great King of the world! I did not mean to scare that 


man. | was not angry with him. Instead, I gave him a puzzled 


. 
. 
| look. However, he misunderstood my intention and was scared. 
| | was surprised to see him in this land because God ordered me 


to take the man’s life in India tonight. I was thinking this man 




















would not be able to go to India tonight even if he had hun- 
dreds of wings. That’s why I looked at him bewildered.” 


TO BECOME A TRUE BELIEVER 
The Messenger of God stated: 


“One is not a true believer unless they believe in these four 
things: If a person does not bear witness that there is no god 
other than God, that I, Muhammad, am the Messenger of 
God, that | am chosen by God to convey the truth to human- 
I ity and if he does not believe in death and life after death, as 


well as in Divine destiny.” 


DIVINE DESTINY 


One day, the Messenger of God told his companions that one can- 
not have the foreknowledge about things like whether one is go- 
ing to become a man or woman, when or what country he is go- 
ing to be bom in, how long he is going to live and who are going 
to be his/her parents. It is God who knows such information about 
iduals. He added that trying to figure out the wisdom be- 
hind those issues might frustrate individuals since they could not 
hange these things. He also warned them that Satan might lead 
astray by making them think too much about these issues: 
scuss this dimension of Divine destiny since it is 
Ty that is only evident to God. Do not make it a com- 
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_ “Why did you scare that poor man today? Why did you give 








ingenzymes. They consume the 
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HASAN S LETTER 































When the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad, Hasan, was 
chosen as the caliph, he sent a letter to the people of Basra re- 
garding Divine destiny. Here is the gist of that letter: 


‘IfGod compelled every individual to submit in God, He 
yould not give merits in return for their belief. If He forced 
them to rebel, He would not punish them.” 


RECYCLERS 


Have you ever thought about how many living things have 
died and how many leaves have fallen until now? 


Every living thing lives for a certain period of time and then 
dies. Trees blossom every spring and lose their foliage every fall. 
inaddition, the leftovers of people’s food also go to nature. 


All the corpses and waste that have accumulated since the 
beginning of life should have caused huge amounts of envi- 
fonmental pollution. Yet waste and corpses do not cause the 
pollution of the environment. Who do you think cleans waste 
fom nature? 


It is the recyclers that clean the environment of all these 
wastes. Recyclers including bacteria and fungi are respon- 
sible for decomposing the dead and living organic 
substances and trash. These recyclers 
are also called saprophytes. The 
Great God so wonderfully de- 
imed the enzyme system of the 
saprophytes. 

The saprophytes feed on dead 
bodies and organic waste by ab- 
Bino the digested food, leav- 


aste during this process. 
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Saprophytic fungi live on soil or on the dead bodies of aquatie 
plants and animals. They help them decompose and mix with he 
soil. There is also another type of fungus that helps perishable food | 
such as cheese, potatoes, bread, oranges and tomato paste. If we deb 
not consume perishable food in time, the divine system in nature re 
cycles them back into nature. 


© 


a 


Plants need to be recycled back into the soil in order to grow! 
new and fresh food. The molding and rotting of food are seem- 
ingly unpleasant processes for us. Yet, they are part of the recy- 
cling process in nature. 


Although the saprophytic bacteria are very small in size, the: 
task they fulfill is great in nature. The saprophytic bacteria, like 
its fungi counterparts, have enzymes that decompose the organs 
‘ic molecules from their inorganic components. They function 
‘to decompose dead bodies as well as the excretion of human be. 
‘ings and animals. They play a pivotal role in the nitrogen cycle, 

transforming proteins in waste into ammonia, 


The recyclers of nature unknowingly fulfill a great task while 

| supplying food for themselves through the decomposition of waste. 

The task accomplished by the recyclers is very crucial for the main- 
tenance of the lives of human beings and other living things. 


Malodorous composites of nitrogen and sulfur emerge during | 
the transformation carried out by the recyclers. Simultaneous- 
ly, the flow of substances between the soil and living things also 
takes place during this process. 


lq" Nothing is wasted in nature. Everything IS recycled numerous 
times. The atoms and molecules in our bodies have been previ-, 
ously hosted by many other living things, which means there are’ 
other attributes that make us human beings. 


_ \Y / : i 
hen we come across rotten food or a decaying corpse, we. 


te? r 
g should think about the usefulness of decomposition and the sapro- 
phytes instead of complaining about the bad odor that they spread. 
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FRIENDSHIP 
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pROMISE 
7 o one had ever caught P 
Mehmet Akif Ersoy, T 
A N the great epic Turk- 
ish poet, lying. He thought going 

back on one’s promise or forgetting 

about it was equal to death. Mith- 

at Cemal visited Mehmet Akif short- 

ly after he resigned from his job, when 

Akif was unable to find a new job to 

eam his living due to the recession dur- 

ing the Balkan warts. It was hard to earn a 

living at the time. Akif lost his only source 

of living, his post as a civil servant. The fact 

that they were living in a rented apartment 

worsened the situation. It was a Friday af- 

temoon. There were three children liv- 

ing in his house in addition to his own 

five children. Since Mithat Cemal saw 

these three children on one of his pre- 

vious visits, he was now sure that they. 

were not neighborhood children visit- 

ing Akif’s family. And he asked Akif: 

“Who are these children?” 

“They are my children,” said Akif and continued to ex- 
plain. “When I was at veterinary school, a friend of mine and 

\ promised each other that whoever dies first, the other would 
take care of the deceased one’s children.” 

_ Thus, when Akif’s friend passed away years later, he kept 
his promise and was taking care of his friend’s children along 


O| 








p _ ct ci 
— xXx—————EE ee 


ET 
. 
d -< Å Í Å—_ 
Á 









p.. TA 
= with his own. Akif demonstrated the s ignificance of keep 
one’s word and what friendshi didt 
ie and what friendship and loyalty meant. He did ne 
= choose to make up excuses. He had given a promise and he 
had to keep it even though he was penniless. 


EVERLASTING FRIENDSHIP 


Two very good friends were travelling. After walking through 
forests, valleys and rivers, they finally reached a desert. Be- 
cause their journey in the desert took a long time, one of the 


good friends was bored. He slapped his friend’s neck just to 
have a little fun. 


The other friend, who was already very tired due to the long 
trip, was shocked when he felt the slap on his neck. Without ask- 
ing his friend, “Why did you hit me?” he wrote, “Today my friend 
hit me on the neck” on the sand. And they continued to walk. 3 

As they carried on through the desert, the one who was hit 
on the neck was on the verge of being swallowed by a sand | 
trap and it was his friend that saved him. Grateful to his friend 


for saving him from being swallowed, he engraved the follow- | 
ing on a stone with his knife, “Today my best friend saved my } 


life” and thanked God for having such a good friend. 


When the other man saw his friend engraving his senti- 
ments on a stone, he asked, “Last time when you got angry 
with me, you wrote what happened on the sand. But, when | 


saved you from the sand trap you carved what happened ona 
stone, why?” 












The man explained with a smile on his face: 

“When you hit me on the neck, I wrote what happened 
on the sand so that the wind of friendship would wipe my an- 
ger away. When you saved me, | wrote, ‘My best friend saved 


C1) 
my life’ on a stone so that no wind could erase our friendship 
away. Long live our friendship!” 
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HOW FAR SHOULD WE GO WITH JOKING? 


Murat, an 11-year-old boy, was a sixth grader. He was a shy 
and emotional child. He was walking to school on timid foot- 
steps that day. He was unwilling to enter the classroom which 
looked so distant to him. He was sweating out of shyness. Even 
though he wanted to see his friends, he wished there was no 
school that day. The other students, however, were looking 
forward to seeing Murat. They planned to laugh at him once 
he showed up at the classroom’s door. They wanted him to feel 
bad. Murat appeared at the door shortly and the whole class 
burst into laughter. Murat was shocked. He could not help but 
cry. He left the school and never came back again. 


Irem and Meltem were very good friends. Irem was turning 
15 that day and she was going to have a birthday party. lrem’s 
friend, Meltem, was planning an unforgettable birthday joke 
on Irem. Irem got an unusual text message in the afternoon, 
after school. The text message told Irem that her father had a 
surprise for her and was going to meet her somewhere at 5:00 
pm. Irem thought her father was great because he was going 
to have a wonderful surprise for her. It was 4:00 pm when she 
received the message. She left immediately because it would 
be an hour-long journey by bus. She arrived a little early and 
she could not find her father. And, her father did not show up 
hours later. It was getting dark and Irem was not able to call 


anyone since her phone’s battery had run out. She was scared 
to death. 


Murat did not want to go to school because his pants were 
tipped the day before and he had forgotten to tell this to his 
mother. The fact that his mother noticed them in the morn- 
ing did not change anything. His mother suggested that he 
wear his old school pants that he used to wear last year. Even 
though Murat did not want to do so for they were too small, he 
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had to wear them because he did not want to miss the exam. 
He had to go to school fearing that his friends would make fun 
of him. And he resented his friends when they mocked him. 


When Irem went to the restroom at school, Meltem took 
Irem’s phone and changed her name with Irem’s father’s name 
on her phone. Therefore, the text message Irem received was 
sent by Meltem, not by Irem’s father. Irem’s parents were very 
worried when Irem did not show up until quite late that they 
had to call Irem’s close friend, Meltem. That day, Meltem lost 
her best friend due to the joke she made and Irem never talk- 
ed to her again. 

Yes, it is good to have fun in life and joking is one of the 
means that make our lives colorful. However, we should be 
very balanced in our jokes. Otherwise, those jokes that lim- 
it others’ freedom render life unbearable instead of making it 


colorful. 


PRAYER 


THE BEST THING IN LIFE 


he best thing in life for a person is to know his Creator 

and to believe in His existence and Oneness. There 

is a great correlation between faith and the practice 
of religion. The practice of religion is both the nutrient and 
keeper of religion. One’s faith weakens day by day unless it is 
supported by practice since we get too obsessed with the at- 
tractions of this world, which prevent us from remembering 
God. All the distance between God and us disappears all of a 
sudden once we start performing our religious duties and we 
feel like we are in the presence of God and feel relieved. We 
remember that God is with us all the time and that He loves 
us. Our heart stays away from bad thoughts while our organs 


refrain from committing sins. Whenever we tend to lean to- 






















ward a sin, our conscience that we gain through religious prac- 
_ tice reminds us, “Watch out! This is not something you would 
do! Your God sees you all the time. Do not resent your God! 





His love is what you want!” 


We constantly remember our duty as human beings towards 
God through the performance of daily prayers, fasting, reciting 
the Qur'an and various other practices. We do not brag about 
our wealth. We thank God for we think, “All I have are the 
blessings of God over me!” While the person who follows Sa- 
tan and does not practice the religion brags about what he has 
in the present, the one who is always grateful to God worries if 
he is going to be a stable person tomorrow as well. The latter 
learns how to lead a balanced life in which he aims to choose 


the middle way in his actions and thoughts in order to have a 
faithful life. s 



















A person who is filled with peace for fulfilling his duties 
by practicing the religion is expected to have a healthy spiri- 

and mental life. Religious practices cure such illnesses as 
goism, haughtiness and vanity. They always remind one that 
Bod | is the greatest. Ít is possible to perform religious practices 
orrectly if we learn them very well. 








T person who is responsible for observing God’s rules and 
abstaining from prohibitions is called “mukallaf” or an “ac- 
countable person.” If a person is not considered accountable 
according to the religious criteria, that person is not consid- 


ered as able to commit a sin. That is the difference between 
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inammad, peace be upon him) as well. God en- 
us to take h: Prophet as an example for us in the 








Qur'an: “You are surely of a sublime character, and do act by 
asublime pattern of conduct” (Qalam 68:4). God informs us 
that one should follow the example of the Prophet in order to 
-be loved by God. 

Even our daily activities turn into worship if we practice 
them in the way the Prophet Muhammad did: using the right 
hand for eating or drinking and uttering “bismillah” (in the 
name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate) before begin- 
ning a work or before going to sleep. 


The Messenger of God said, “Perform the daily prayers the 
way | performed them.” This applies to the rules of fasting, 
_ manners of eating and drinking as well as trading. The Qur’an 
says, “Say (to them, O Messenger): ‘If you indeed love God, 
then follow me, so that God will love you and forgive you your 
sins.’ God is All-Forgiving, All-Compassionate” (Al Imran 
3:31). It was also said in the Qur’an, “He who obeys the Mes- 
senger, obeys God” (Nisa 4:80). If we follow the commands of 
God, we will be following the example of the Prophet as well. 
As long as we follow his example, God’s morals will be man- 



























ifested within us since the Prophet’s morals are the morals of 







God. God dressed the Prophet with His own morals in order 
for him to become a perfect example for humanity. 
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DAILY PRAYER 


DAILY PRAYER IS THE PILLAR OF RELIGION 





ou set off to go somewhere. Your car breaks down in 
the middle of the road and it is not something you can 
A. handle. You start to wait hopelessly. Then, another 
car shows up and the driver stops when he sees you. He gives 


you a ride to a nearby city. He helps you find a mechanic and 
have your car fixed. 





How will you treat that person who helps you through your 
hard times? Will you walk away from him without even thank- 
ing him for what he has done for you? Or will you be grate- 


ful and keep on thanking him? Of course, you would like to 
thank him. 


Let us think about who else we thank everyday for various 
reasons. We are grateful to our mother who cooks for us, our 
father who gives us an allowance, our friend who buys us a cof- 
fee or who lends us his eraser during the exam, our doctor who 


takes care of us and the grocery store owner, the butcher and 
other artisans that we buy our needs from. 


Now let us consider all the blessings our Creator, who brings 
us into existence as the noblest being on Earth, bestows upon 
us. Imagine all the beauties the Great Lord has created for us. 

Would you exchange your brain for anything? How impor- 
tant are our eyes for us? Our hands, feet, mouth and nose... 

What about nature? The sun, stars, plants, various kinds of 
fruit, vegetables, mountains and seas... 


Bees that make honey, cattle that give milk and clouds that 


bring us rain... The blessings bestowed upon us by God are 
countless. 
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We deem it important to thank our friends for a small fa- 
vor they do for us. Thus, do we not need to be grateful to our 
Creator who gives us numerous blessings? We would consid- 


er it a serious fault if we did not thank a person who does us a 


favor. Ís it not a great mistake not to thank God for what He 
_ blesses us with? 


What we are supposed to do in return for what God gives us 


_ isto thank Him by worship. Worship is when we obey God's 


orders only to please Him and to earn His favor. 


Daily prayer (five times a day) is the essence of all religious 
practices for prayer includes all other practices. 

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, said, “Prayer 
is the pillar of religion.” A pillar is a fundamental structure 


that supports a building. Likewise, prayer supports our faith. In 


| another hadith, the Messenger of God said, “Daily prayer and 


the Friday prayer are atonement as long as one does not com- 
mit the major sins,” through which he emphasized the signifi- 
cance of prayer to purge us from sins. 


Prayer is so easy to do and so profitable 

God gives us 24 hours in a day. Each hour is golden. Perform- 
ing all five prayers in a day takes only an hour in total. A per- 
son that spares one hour out of 24 makes an invaluable invest- 


ment in the eternal life in Heaven. 


Could you imagine a person who spends 23 hours of a day 


for this ephemeral life and not use just one hour to turn it into 
an eternal life? 


Prayer is the second most important truth after faith 


God mentions prayer right after faith in many sections of the 


| Qur'an. He defines the faithful as “those who believe and do 
good deeds.” And prayer is the principal good deed. 
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Prayer is mentioned 87 times in the Qur'an. 


The Prophet even mentioned prayer in his will, “Hold on 
to the prayer! Observe the rights of those under your care.” 
Anas ibn Malik, one of the Prophet’s companions, report- 


ed that the Prophet repeatedly said this until the moment he 
passed away. 


Prayer is the symbol of loyalty to God 


God enjoins believers to perform the prayer. Wouldn’t the 
faithful who aim to earn God’s love fulfill what God expects 
him to do? All the angels, prophets and saints deem it as the 
most important act of pledging allegiance to God and to prove 
this loyalty through prayer. 

When they saw the Prophet Muhammad’s feet swollen due 
to performing prayer until morning, they asked why he was so 


busy with prayer. He answered, “Should | not then be a grate- 
ful servant?” 


Prayer shows trust in God 


Human being is created weak, impotent and needy. Thus, he 
needs to illustrate his trust in God, the Omnipotent, the Mer- 
ciful. Prayer is a means to show one’s trust in God. A believ- 
er proclaims his allegiance to God five times a day through 
prayer. 








THE FIRST THING TO TEACH 


| 


Whenever a person embraced Islam, the first thing 
the Prophet taught that person was how to perform 
the prayer or he would assign one of his companions |: 
to teach him how to perform prayer. 
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TO E EAE PL ERED TORRE TR E E WERT OE BOSE Re PEASE OTL PRE I, STII) ONE 


HOW WOULD YOU RECOGNIZE THOSE 
YOU HAD NOT SEEN BEFORE? 










His companions one day asked the Prophet: 


“Oh Messenger of God! How would you recognize 
other Muslims that you had not seen before on the Day i 
of Judgment?” Here is the answer of the Messenger: 

j 


“| would recognize them from the light on their faces, 
arms and feet from the ablution they take before prayers.” 
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SINS RINSED AWAY WITH ABLUTION 


Itwas the early period of Islam. A man named Amr, who was 
fom Medina, heard about the rise of a new religion in Mec- 
ca, He was curious and decided to go to Mecca to learn about 
this religion and its prophet. He found the Messenger of God 
assoon as he arrived. The Prophet was conveying the message 
of Islam secretly at that time. Amr observed what the Proph- 
et was doing for a while. He had never heard anything similar 
tohis message, neither did he see a person like him before. He 
decided to embrace Islam after a short while and learned about 
the basic pillars of the religion during his stay in Mecca. Then, 
he returned to his hometown, Medina. 


Muslims immigrated to Medina after a while. Amr visited 
the Prophet after he moved to Medina. He asked the Prophet: 


“The Messenger of God! Do you remember me?” 


“Yes, you are the person who visited me in Mecca,” re- 








“Dear Uthman! Won’t you ever ask me what I am doing?” 
“Why?” asked Osman. 
Salman explained the reasoning behind what he had just 


And the Messenger taught him how to perform each prayer done: 
and at what time. 


Amr continued to inquire: 


“Dear Messenger of God! Please teach me what God taught 
you in the meantime. For example, tell me about prayer!” 


“One day the Prophet and I were resting under a tree as we 
are doing now. The Prophet broke a dry branch and shook it 
| yntil all its leaves fell off. Then, he turned to me and said: 


Amr also asked how to take ablution and the Prophet de- 
scribed it as well: 


“Whoever amongst you washes their mouth and nose while 
taking the whole ablution, that person’s sins that are commit- 
ted with those organs are rinsed away. Then, if he carries on 
to wash his face, his sins that are committed with his face are 
washed away with the water he splashes on his face. When he 
washes his arms up to the elbows, all the sins he committed 


‘Salman! Won’t you ever ask me why | did what I just did” 
So, | asked, ‘Why did you do so, the Messenger of God?’ 


| ‘Ifa Muslim takes ablution and performs the prayer, all his 
sins go away like the leaves on this dry branch.’ 


And he recited the following verse: ‘Establish the Prayer 










with his hands and arms are cleansed. Then, the sins he com- 
mitted with his head are gone when he wipes his head. Then, 
the sins committed with his feet go away with the water be- 
tween his fingers he uses to wash his feet. Then, if he goes on 
to perform the prayer, praises God and cleanses his heart from 
all the fear and love other than those of God, he will be as 
pure as the day he was born. He is purged of all his sins.” 


LEAVES FALLING OFF 


Abu Uthman and Salman, two companions of the Proph- 
et, were resting under a tree. Salman broke a dry 
branch off the tree. Then, he shook the branch 
until its leaves fell off. Abu Uthman was 
watching Salman in amazement. Salman 


asked Abu Uthman: 


(O Messenger) at the beginning and the end of the day, and 
in the watches of the night near to the day. Surely good deeds 
wipe out evil deeds. This is advice, and a reminder for the 


mindful who reflect’ (Hud 11:114). 
THE FIRST PRAYER 


It must have been a winter day like this. She combed my hair 
with her delicate fingers as | was sleeping on the small bed in 
the small room next to hers and she whispered: 

“Umar, my son, wake up, dear!” 

| was awake already. The small lantern, which was in the 
form of a cat’s head, on top of my small writing desk in the cor- 
her of my room illuminated the curtains and was looking into 
my eyes through its green glass. 

‘But mother, it is still dark,” I complained. 

Kissing me on the corner of my left eyebrow, as she always 


did, she said: 


No, it is 5:00 am already. We don’t want to miss the time.” 
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And she helped me get up by holding 
my arms gently. I followed her, putting 
my slippers on and rubbing my eyes 
with my hands. We passed through 
the entrance and entered her room. 

The heating stove looked like a 
man sitting cross-legged. 














“Goodness! Pervin is 
awake too,” I uttered. 


Pervin was our house- 
keeper. She was taking 
the yellow pitcher from 
the stove. I never thought 
that she would be awake at 
this hour. Mother said: 


“Pervin wakes up every day at this time.” 


I was surprised to hear that she woke up so early everyday 
while I was asleep. They took my sweater off. I kneeled down 
beside the ablution tub. Mother told me that I would get tired 
kneeling down. So, she gave me a small stool to sit on. 


“Say ‘bismillah? (In the name of God, the Merciful, the 


Compassionate)” 


Pervin was pouring the warm water into my palms and my 
mother was watching me. “Now your face, your arms, three 
times...” she whispered. “What about wiping your head...” she 
tried to correct my mistakes. After the ablution was over, my 
mother and I chanted some supplications as I wiped my face 
and arms with a towel. Pervin helped me wipe my feet and put 
on my socks. I moved closer to the stove to warm up. I saw my 
mother spreading the prayer mat on the floor when | turned 
around. Then, she called me as she wore her green headscarf: 

“Come!” 
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| stood beside my mother feeling her sincerity and sublime 
happiness. She repeated what we were going to do: 


“Two rakahs (cycles) of Sunnah. I hope you did not forget 
what Í taught you last night.” 


“No,” 
“Let’s start, then!” 


l emulated her as she started the movements, which are dif- 
ferent for men and women. She gently corrected me with a 
smile on her face when the Sunnah was over. 


“My dear son! You are not a woman. Men are supposed to 
raise their hands up to the back of their ears at the beginning 
of the prayer.” 


Raising my hands up to my ears with her gentle hands, she 
told me: 


“This is how men are supposed to start the prayer.” 


Omer Seyfettin 


REE, rll _Ř M 


oJ 5 
MY MOM'S PRAYER MAT 7 


In our home 
Even greater than our home 


A huge garden is 










My mom’s prayer mat 


Five times a day 
Watered 


With clean and pure supplications 
This garden never fades out. 


Vahap Akbas 
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SUPPLICATION 


Supplication is to praise God wholeheartedly and with great 
love. “My God! You are the Lord who created Heaven and 
Earth, who knows what is in my heart and mind, who places 
faith and the feeling of security in me, who fills my heart with 
numerous wishes and who fashions Heaven. You are the One 
who renders the nightingale chirp and who gives the rose its 
colors...” Supplication is counting all the beauty in nature and 
attributing it to God. lt is to disclose with great appreciation 
and gratefulness that what is in nature is at God’s disposal. 


Supplication is a key that opens the doors to the treasures of 
God’s mercy and countless blessings. Man is supposed to open the 
doors of that treasure by utilizing that key called supplication. 


God wants us to entreat 


Supplication is one of the religious practices God expects us 
to perform. God says that man gains importance through the 
supplication he/she makes. The following verse in the Quran 
emphasizes this very well: “Say: ‘My Lord would not care for 
you were it not for your prayer” (al-Furqan 25:77). 


The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, also stresses 
the significance of supplication by saying, “Supplication is the 
essence and foundation of being a believer.” He also pointed 
out that God does not like those who do not pray: “God treats 
man who does not pray with His wrath.” 


What does it signify to pray? 
There is an Omnipotent Creator of the cosmos who knows all my 
needs, my most private matters and what I feel inside. He may 


carry out all my wishes, which | think are impossible to come true, 
since the Great Lord hears my voice and knows me so well. 


The One who hears the voices of all inanimate and liv- 
ing things hears my voice, too. If God hears the voices of all 
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things, Í, too, can tell all my wishes and needs humbly and sin- 
cetely to this Great God. 


| believe that not even the smallest event can occur with- 
out God’s permission. Therefore, I expect His mercy and com- 
passion to fulfill all my needs and wishes. The most beautiful, 
nicest and delicious fruit of supplication is that a person who 
prays knows there is the One who hears him, who can provide 


solutions for all problems, who has mercy on him and who is 
-the Omnipotent. 


lam not alone in this world. He is so generous and magnif- 
icent that He protects me all the time. 


There are two types of supplication 


One type of supplication is to spend effort towards a certain 
goal. Let us say we have an exam tomorrow. The first require- 
ment to pass an exam is to study hard for the exam. In this 
| sense, studying for the exam is a form of supplication. This sort 
of supplication is called “supplication by action.” One should 
always carry out this form of supplication. 

















After studying for the exam, praying, “Lord, please make 
me successful in this exam, make it easy for me and keep my 
mind fresh” is called “supplication by word.” A Muslim should 
do whatever he/she can do towards their goal first because one 
should fulfill the requirements to accomplish something, for 
“there is causality in this world. Then, the believer entreats 
God for their wishes. It is crucial to keep in mind that it is God 
| who creates causality, too. We are responsible for doing both 
l the practical and verbal supplications very well. 






‘Are all supplications accepted? 


tis wrong to assume that our supplications will not be accept- 
ed. Since God tells us in the Qur’an, “Pray to me, (and) I will 
answer you” (Al-Mumin 40:60). Should one fulfill all the re- 
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quirements of praying, his supplication is surely accepted. Yet 
the response God gives might not be what exactly we imagine 
all the time. Sometimes God gives us what is better for us in- 
stead of giving us exactly what we ask for since God knows what 
is best for us. What is best for us is what God sees fit for us. 


Here is an example to illustrate this: 


Should a child go to a doctor and ask for a certain medicine 
for an illness, would the doctor prescribe that medicine? Of 
course not. What would the doctor do instead? He would ex- 


amine the child first and diagnose the illness. Then, the doc- 
tor has three different options: 


First: The medicine the child initially asked for is actually 
suitable for the child. It would cure the illness. Thus, the doc- 
tor will prescribe that medicine. 


Second: The medicine the child asked for is not good for 
him. The doctor prescribes a different medicine. 


Third: The child does not need a medicine. Therefore, the 
doctor does not give anything to him. 


The person who prays to God is similar to the child who 
asks for a certain medicine from the doctor. We, human be- 
ings, ask for something from God through supplication. He ei- 
ther gives us exactly what we ask from Him, or gives us some- 
thing else that is more beneficial and better for us. Or if what 
we ask from him will not be good for us, He does not give us 
anything at all. Our Creator is the All-Knowing God. 


We sometimes make worldly requests. God may give us re- 


wards in the Hereafter in return for that request instead of giv- 
ing it to us in this world. 


We cannot claim, “God did not accept my supplication.” 


He may prepare a better reward in the Hereafter in response to 


our request for the afterlife is eternal compared to the ephem- 
eral life in this world. 
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Things to observe while praying 


| Itis crucial to make supplications with pure and sincere feel- 
} ings and for God’s sake only. 

{To focus on our supplications and think about God whole- 
| heartedly. 


To insist on our request. 
To repent for our errors. 
To begin the supplication with praise and grace. 


To ask God to bless the Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, before and after each supplication. 


Some examples of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s supplications 


My Lord! Make a huge distance between me and my sins as 
| much as the distance between the East and the West. 


Dear Lord! I know that all the blessings I have and will 


7 have are from you and I turn to you to protect me from all the 
| evil today and tomorrow. 


( 


My Lord! I ask Heaven and whatever takes me to Heav- 
en from you and | take shelter in You from Hell and whatev- 


et leads to Hell. 


My Lord! I expect you to render whatever you give to me to 
be good for me. You are the Most Merciful! 


My Lord! I ask You to facilitate my task and not to leave me 
alone even for a moment. 


My Lord! You are my God. There is no one else that de- 
ttves to be worshipped other than you. You are my Creator. 
will keep my promise to You and stay loyal as much as I can. 
Praise You for the blessings You bestow upon me and | take 


"elter in You from my mistakes and flaws. Please forgive my 
| si ; ; 
| hns. There is no one else to forgive us. 


Be, 
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My Lord! I ask You to make me speak beautiful words and 


do good deeds, to stay away from evil and to love the poor. 





NS SPPLICATION AND MEDICINE 


( 


T 


hn old lady’s camel had chiragra. If her camel happened to 
die, she would not be able to go to her field and life would be 
yry hard for her. She wanted to find a solution to cure her 
mel, but it was pointless. All she could do was to pray and to 
sk God to save the camel. 


| ask for Your love, to love You and to love everything 


that brings me to You. | ask you to forgive my sins and to 
have mercy on me. 


ee 





My Lord! We ask everything that Your messenger Mu- 
* hammad, peace be upon him, asked from You and seek shel- 
ter in You against all the things he sought shelter from You. 


One day, when she saw her camel not eating or drinking 
| anything in the meadow, she started to cry. She was both cry- 
| ing and praying at the same time. The Prophet Muhammad, 
| peace be upon him, was passing by along with his companions 
| asthe woman was crying. He asked the woman: 


“Why are you crying?” 





N THE ANT'S SUPPLICATION 


A The prophet Solomon (Suleyman) was praying for rain. He 

invited everyone to pray together and people brought their 
animals with them. Everyone was supposed to praise God 
and entreat God in their own languages. 


= The woman responded with a trill in her voice: 


| “Ido not want to lose my camel. It is all I have. What will 


[do if it dies? I am praying to God everyday to save my camel, 


On their way to the meeting point for the supplication, bit it is not accepted.” 


he prophet Solomon noticed something. A fairly large ant 
vee oma a 5 y uate | | The Messenger of God told her: 
was holding some water with its antennae and looked as if 
l i If you want your request to be accepted, add some tar to 
it was trying to say something. When the prophet Solomon — 
id cl tention, he heard what the ant was saying yA E ation. 
aid closer attention, he 
E | The woman did not understand what the Messenger of God 
“meant by adding tar to the prayer. Finally, she understood the 
k | point. She got some tar from a neighbor and wiped it on the 
A E. Then, she continued to pray. The tar killed all the par- 
l ba i 
Compassionate, the Merciful! Have mercy on us! You “| aa nitde obthe tall 
ther send us water or You destroy us if you do not send it. ie | | 
You know the best for us!” j e A i : el, which was suffering 
| ~ from mange, and it got 
= well soon. 


“My Lord! I am one of Your creatures. I live on the bless- 
ings You give to me. If You send us water, we would be 
grateful. But if You don’t, what can I say? You are the 










When the prophet Solomon heard the ant’s supplica- 
tion, he turned to the people accompanying him and told 
ae 3. It became clear that 


“We may go back home. ve will send us rain due to 4 
wae won other than ours.’ 


Me PRAY 


it is not enough to pray 
to get rid of an illness. 
It is equally important 
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to seek and apply the cure for that illness. That was the 


And the woman cured the camel through both applying the 
cure and insisting on praying. 


THE GREAT ENVIRONMENTALIST 


Everyone likes to live in a green environment. Fresh air, deep 
blue sky and green nature refresh us. Therefore, we feel re- 
laxed when we go ona picnic in the green mountains. 


We notice that all inanimate and living things are created 
according to a harmonious system. The fundamental elements 
of nature are air, water and soil. We benefit from nature and 
utilize air, soil and water. However, as nature becomes pol- 
luted, it will become a dream to live in a green environment. 
A polluted environment poses a huge threat to the life and 
health of both humans and other living things. 





In fact, we are responsible for protecting nature as we ben- 
efit from it. God created all living things for our service. It is 
‘a tequisite of God's love to respect these things. Therefore, a 
believer is,supposed to beautify their environment and should 





Nes. 
sage the Messenger of God wanted LO convey to the woman 






























refrain from polluting ir. Islam advises believers to protect the 
environment. 


The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, says, “Should 





aperson plant a tree and if people or animals eat from its fruit, 
that fruit is considered charity from the person who planted 
the tree.” He notes that God likes when human beings con- 
tribute to the environment. 


The most important factor in protecting the environment 
jshuman’s sensitivity to nature since it is incumbent upon us 





[0 sustain the ecosystem without distorting it. A person who 
pollutes the environment should know that his/her actions 
not only harm fellow human beings, but also other living crea- 
tures, such as birds, cats and trees. 


















The Prophet points out that no one should harm anyone 
else by any means: “A Muslim is a person from whose hands 
and tongue others are secure.” 


believe in God and re- 





For instance, a person who claims to 





the Messenger’s word and 
joes not pollute the environment. If that person is a business- 


pects fellow human beings follows 


son, he/she will utilize eco-friendly systems in a facto- 



















hat prevent pollution. Conscientious people utilize the 
basic elements such as water and air without wasting them. 


RESPECT FOR THE ELDERLY 


ABU QAHAFA 


° TERE $ . 
= Islam encourages believers to take every opportunity to 


a en’ the environment. Even though a person has difficul- 

ties, they should carry out this task. For example, the Mes- 
senger of God advises, “If a person is about to plant a seed, 
he should do it even if he hears that the end of the world has 
come.” In fact Doomsday is such a horrific day that no one 
will care about anyone else but themselves. The Prophet sets 
a goal about the kind of sensitivity we should give to the en- 
vironment. We should reconsider the significance of nature in 
our own lives within the framework of this goal. 





bu Bakr, the companion who accompanied the 
Prophet during the great immigration (Hijra) all the 
way from Mecca, did not show himself in the public 
fora while. After some time, they saw him walking to Masjid- 
iHaram with his father, Abu Qahafa. Abu Bakr was bringing 
his old father to the Prophet, holding his father’s hand. Abu 


Qahafa had not yet embraced Islam then. When the Prophet 
saw him, he said: 





‘a The Prophet was a great environmentalist. He initiated for- 
X estation in the vicinity of Medina and planted several trees 
melt. He also treated animals quite gently. He warned the 
Ee around him on these issues. He advised people to re- 
cd | other living things as entrusted to them by God. 


y e should respect nature and its residents as our religion 















- € “Why did you bring your old father here? I could have vis- 
5 ited him at his home.” 


Abu Bakr responded: 


F ‘It is better for my father to come to you than you go to 
| him.” 


When Abu Quhafa came closer, the Messenger of God pat- 
ted the old man’s chest softly and told him. 
“Dear Qahafa, embrace Islam and find peace!” 


Upon the Prophet’s words, Abu Qahafa accepted this invi- 
tation and became a Muslim. 














= ABU YAZID AL-BISTAMI 

N | It was evident even during his childhood that Abu Yazid al- 
aT Bistami was going to become a great figure one day. In fact, 
OJ li # When Shaqiq al-Balkhi saw him playing with his friends, he 
A claimed, “This child will become one of the greatest saints of 
eC) his time.” 











When another scholar of the time saw Abu Yazid al-Bista. 
mi while he was still a young child, he wanted to test his ip. 


telligence: 
“Do you know how to perform the daily prayer (salah) ?” 


“Yes, God willing I can perform salah.” 
When that scholar further asked: 


“How?” 

“I perform the salah to fulfill my duty to God, I recite the 
Our’an during the salah, I meticulously kneel down and pros- 
trate and finish it by greeting.” 

Amazed by what he heard, the scholar said: 

“Dear lovely and smart child! Why do you allow people to 
caress your head although your wisdom and deep understand- 
ing outweighs theirs?” 

Here is the oracular response of Abu Yazid al-Bistami to 
that question: 

“They caress and appreciate the beauty and blessings God 
gave to me, which do not belong to me. How can | prevent 
them from touching something that does not belong to me?” 


NEITHER YOU NOR I WILL SEE IT 


Sultan Murad II was visiting Haci Bayram Veli one day along 
with his son, Mehmet, the future conqueror. Mehmet was only 
four years old. He kissed Haci Bayram Veli’s hand. As they 
were conversing, Murat II told Haci Bayram Veli: 

“God willing, I’d like to conquer Istanbul. Please pray for 
me so that God will help me accomplish this goal.” 

“Long live our state and your sovereignty. However, nei- 
ther you nor I will see the conquest of Istanbul,” said Haci 


Bayram Veli. 
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And pointing to Mehmet and Aksemseddin, who were lis- 


| tening, he said: 


“God willing, they will see the conquest.” 

It was Aksemseddin who gave Sultan Mehmet moral sup- 
port when he was trying to conquer Istanbul after a 53-day 
siege in front of the Byzantine walls years later. 

The siege and conquest of Istanbul was one of the most dif- 
ficult battles in history. 

Even Sultan Mehmet, who came up with the war strategies 
himself, built fortresses in a short period of time, equipped his 
fleet with the latest technology and was able to move a /O- 
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ship fleet over the land to the sea overnight, felt discouraged a 
few times during the siege. 


It is known that in one of these moments of despair Sul- 
tan Mehmet, who was later known as the Conqueror (Fatih), 
sent Veliyyuddinzade Ahmet Pasa to Aksemseddin to ask 
him to pray for the conquest. He was told that Constanti- 
nople (Istanbul) would fall if the Ottoman army conducted 
an assault in the morning, on May 29. Aksemseddin’s son, in 
despair, wanted to visit his father in his tent, since they had 
not been able to capture the city even though it was the time 
his father had heralded. However, when he was told by the 
sentinel that he was ordered not let anyone in, he secretly 
peered inside the tent and saw his father praying to God for 
the conquest, crying on his prayer mat. After watching him 
for a long time in that position, his father stood up and, fi- 
nally, thanked God for the conquest. And when he raised his 
head up, he saw the victorious army, which had been stopped 
by the Byzantine army for weeks, flowing joyously into the 
city from different directions. 








AKSEMSEDDIN 


Aksemseddin, the teacher of Sultan Mehmet, the 
Conqueror, anda great scholar and Sufi master, passed | 
away on 15 January 1459. Akşemseddin was the stu- 1 
dent of Haci Bayram Veli, another great Sufi master 
and scholar. He received his early education at Haci 
Bayram Mosque. When his training was over, he was 


asked by Sultan Murat II to become Mehmet’s, the 
cron prince, teacher. 
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RESPECT 


The venerable Islamic scholar Fethullah Gülen was living in a 
small room with a couple of friends while he received religious 


education in Erzurum, Turkey. The following anecdote illus- 
| trates how respectful a person he is: 


One day, they had a visitor. Because the room was very 
| small, there was no room left for young Fethullah to sleep. He 
| thought, “I can sleep in this corner.” Yet, he noticed that he 
| would have to extend his legs towards his friend. He decid- 
| edhe did not want to disrespect his friend. Then, he turned 
his feet in a different direction. This time he saw his books on 


that side of the room and thought he would disrespect them if 
he slept in this way. 
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He tried another direction. But the third direction he tried 
was facing the Ka‘ba. Therefore, he could not extend his legs 
toward that direction either. There was only one direction 
left. However, he realized that the village his father was living 
in was in that direction. Thus, he could not face that direction 
soas not to disrespect his father. 
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Finally, he preferred not to sleep that night in order not to 
| be disrespectful. 


THE VOICE OF ANATOLIA: RUMI 


| Rumi had a close friendship with Shams of Tebriz and Kuyum- 
u Selahaddin after he moved to Konya. Rumi was rendered 


| quite miserable after Shams left Konya and Selahaddin’s death. 


| God gave him another good friend named Celebi Husamed- 


| din. This person played a great role in the formation of Rumi’s 
| work, Mathnawi. Celebi Husameddin taught at madrasahs in 


Konya. They became close friends when he pledged allegiance 
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Rumi had been writing lyric poems until that 
day. He had so many poems that Celebi Husamed- 
din was convinced that Rumi could form a major 
work. Therefore, he decided to encourage him on 

this matter. One day, as they were wandering around, 
Rumi was reciting new poems he had written. Celebi, 
thinking that this was the perfect time, told Rumi: 


— 
» 
J 
TŘ aaa 


“You have numerous lyric poems. Your friends ex- 


pect a work from you. People would appreciate it if 
you undertook such a book.” 


In fact, Rumi was expecting this. He took a piece 
of paper out of his turban and handed it over to 
Celebi Husameddin. The first few couplets of 
Mathnawi were written on that paper. And he 
asked Husameddin to read it. Celebi Husamed- 
din read the first 18 couplets of Mathnawi 
with great enthusiasm. He felt that it was the 

kind of work he ex- 
= pected from Rumi. 
He kissed Rumi's 
hands once he fin- 
ished reading it. 


“Dear friend! I hope the rest 
of this poem will follow.” 


“I have a condition,” Rumi 
said. “You will write it down as | 
recite it tO you.” 


“T am all for it,” said Husameddin. 


Rumi started to read the rest of 
the poem from the 19" couplet 
= on. The entire work con- 
t E ee sisted of six volumes and 


25,618 couplets. 
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He was born in Balh, Turkistan, in 1207. His real name 
is Muhammad Jalaleddin; he later came to be known as 
Mawlana. He was also called Rumi after he moved to 
Anatolia, which used to be called the “land of the Greek” 
(Greek is “Rum” in Turkish). Rumi was forced to move 
to Anatolia due to the Mongol invasion along with his 
family during the rule of the Seljuk Empire. He lived first 
in Karaman and then moved to Konya. He was taught by 
the great scholars of his time. Then, he began to teach 
and became a prominent scholar. He met a dervish called 
Shams of Tebriz in 1244. Meeting Shams was a turning 


point for Rumi. His poems based on the themes of love, 
tolerance and faith greatly influenced society. 


He has become a worldwide known figure. His works 
are among the bestsellers of the world. He passed away in 
Konya on 17 December 1273 when he was 66. His poems, 
sermons and letters on the love of God are collected in 
the following books: Mathnawi, Divan-i Kabir, Fihi Ma- 
ih, Majaalis-i Sab’a and Maktubat. 


| WHEN MY FATHER SMILES 
f Dad, 


-When you smile 


Dad, 


My mom smiles first, When you smile 


And then I... 
The flowers of happiness 


Our home 


Turns into the garden of Eden. 


-Blossom in our hearts. 


Bestami Yazgan 
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FASTING 


ONLY GOD GIVES THE REWARD OF FASTING 


asting is abstaining from eating and drinking from dawn 


to dusk during the month of Ramadan. Fasting in Ra- 

madan is one of the five basic pillars of Islam. Fasting 
is declared a religious duty in the Qur’an (Baqara 2:183): “O 
you who believe! Prescribed for you is the Fast, as it was pre- 
scribed for those before you, so that you may deserve God’s 
protection (against the temptations of your carnal soul) and 
attain piety.” 

The following hadith conveyed by God to the Prophet Mu- 
hammad, peace be upon him, shows the significance of fast- 
ing: “The reward of every good deed ranges between 10 to 700 
times. Yet the reward of the person who fasts is outside of this 
measure. For fasting is only for Me. It is only Me who will ap- 
preciate its reward.” 


Performing religious practices consciously is of the utmost 
importance to strengthen and maintain our faith in God. 
There are so many reasons that fasting is prescribed as a reli- 
gious duty. The purpose of fasting is not to make people suffer 
from hunger meaninglessly. The fundamental purpose of fast- 
ing is to keep believers away from evil and to restrain desires 

of the carnal self. Another purpose is to raise virtuous, helpful, 
mature, affectionate and compassionate individuals through 
training our bodies, soul and emotions. 


The sins and mistakes a believer might commit is a source 
of worry for the good believer. In this respect, fasting allevi- 
ates the believer’s worries and fills their heart with peace. The 
Messenger of God heralds, “Whoever fasts for the sake of God 
and believes in the importance of fasting, all his sins will be 
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forgiven by God.” Fasting helps us stay away from sins and bad 

behavior. The joy of being forgiven on the one hand and the 

sensitivity about not committing further sins on the other ren- 
krs one a more sensitive and devout believer. That is, fasting 
embellishes the believer’s morality. 


Fasting also reminds us that we are always in God’s pres- 
ence. Being in a prayer atmosphere all the time while fasting, 
| we feel like we are being pulled towards God with a piece of 
} rope. In fact. the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, re- 


° ° e e 
ferred to this protective quality of fasting saying, “Fasting is a 


+ shield.” 


When we stay hungry, we appreciate the blessings of God 
better and tend to be more grateful for what we have. We see 
that we cannot touch food and drink without God’s permis- 


sion within the period we are supposed to be fasting, which re- 


| minds us that we are all alone and free and we are responsi- 


ble to God. 


In addition, we do not touch food or drink without God’s 
permission. Fasting makes us patient. In fact, the Prophet says, 
‘Fasting is half of patience. And patience is half of faith.” 

Fasting not only means abandoning some worldly pleasures 
such as food and drink. It also means staying away from all 
kinds of sin. While a person stays away from eating and drink- 
ing, his tongue should refrain from gossip and uttering bad 
words, his hands from what is forbidden to him such as steal- 
ing, his feet from going to evil, his mind and heart from bad 
thoughts and intentions. If a person does not eat and drink 
what is permissible for him while fasting, such a person will do 
his best not to touch what is forbidden to him. As the Proph- 
et aptly puts it, “A believer is such a person that reminds peo- 

ple of God when they look at him.” 
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IF THE CHILDREN GET WELL SOON month. All the gates of Hell are closed on the first night and 


nota single one of them will be open for the rest of the month. 
a Mex 4 a a €‘ aa e i ‘ . o e ° ' 
The Prophet Muhammad’s grandsons, Hasan and Huseyin, were The evil jinns are detained. An servant from the skies is as- 


sick. The children’s parents, Fatimah : | | : | , 
P s, Fatimah and Ali, took a vow that signed to call out to people during the entire night until dawn, 


they would fast for three days if their child t well | 
: “E aa oO ee ‘Those who do good continue to do so and receive your re- 


| The children recovered quickly and the parents began fast- ward; those who do evil, give up and awake!” 
ing. The first day, they took an early breakfast right before the 
fasting period started and they fasted during the day. As they THERE IS NOTHING LIKE FASTING 


were preparing food for dinner to break their fast at dusk, a Abu Umama asked the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon 


dat their d d asked for food: 
ett Coor and asked for food him to tell him something he could do to please God: 


“Please give me some food for God’s sake! I am hungry.” | | «= 
I recommend that you fast, for nothing compares to fasting. 


They gave all their food to the poor man and broke their fast 
with water. There was no other food at home. So, they did not THE PIGEON WITH A COMPASS 
have an early breakfast before the next day’s fast. As they were 
ready to break their fast the second day, an orphan appeared at 
their door and asked for food. So, they offered what they had for 
dinner to the orphan and broke their fast with water again. 


Imagine you are going on a long journey. Your car breaks 
down in the middle of a mountainous area after long hours 
of driving. You get out of your car. You are all alone by your- 
self. What would you do? Which direction would you go? Do 
jou have a better option other than to sit down and wait for 
ssing car? A pigeon would not have such a problem giv- 
en t] ly up, ascertain its 





It was the last day of their fasting and this time a slave 
showed up at dinnertime. The slave told them that he was hun- 
ery. Thus, Fatimah and Ali offered their food to the slave. They 
had to break their fast with water again but their vow was car- 
ried out after all. Their generosity, despite their poverty, and 







tion. A pigeon would 
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ally finds its nest. 




















preference of others over themselves pleased God so much that pw! J k w 

He mentioned them in the Qur’an, “They give food, however guestion has been debated for years. It used to be 

great be their need for it, with pleasure to the destitute, and to thor D — ngs, the sun and land- 

the orphan, and to the captive” (al-Insan 76:8). fo ni , ad Richt to find their way. It 

THE FIRST NIGHT OF RAMADAN was asst 7 s were able to memorize these lo- 
cations anc y to go back to their original des- 


Abdullah Ibn-i Mas'ud reported that the Prophet Muhammad, 


peace be upon him, said: 


tination. Bu ame up with interesting results. 


7 Pigeons were \abl to where their friends are even 
All the gates of Heaven are open on the first night of Ra- when their eyes 


madan and none of them will be closed during the entire 


ed with lenses and were taken 
somewhere else. Furti sh has shown that pigeons uti- 
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' lize something else other than landforms, the sun and stars; ITURN TO GOD FROM THE SATAN 

| the magnetic field of the Earth. 

Abd al-Qadir Jilani and his friends were walking through a 
desert on a hot day during Ramadan. They grew weak due to 
hunger and dehydration as they were fasting. Yet, they carried 
on. Suddenly a light appeared in front of them and said: 


Yes, pigeons utilize the magnetic field of the Earth to find 
their way. The Earth has magnetic poles like a stick magnet. 
The oval shaped magnetic lines extend between the north and 
south poles. The lines of the magnetic field go through the air, 
sea and land. In fact, the arrow of the compass we use is a sub- 
stance with magnetic poles and shows our direction accord- 
ing to the magnetic field of the Earth. In this case, one might 
wonder, “Do pigeons use a compass?” Of course, not! They 
have neither the intelligence nor could they make such an in- 


‘Lam your Lord! It is forbidden to eat and drink for you as 
you are fasting. Now I allow you to eat and drink. Go ahead! 


| Eat and drink!” 
Some of them intended to grab their water bottles and food 


immediately upon what they had just heard. Abd al-Qadir Ji- 


P> af lani warned them right at that moment: 
vention. [herefore, they cannot develop a sophisticated navi- B 


gation system. All animals, including pigeons, can only move | “Do not break your fast!’ 
with the system equipped by God. Then, he turned to the light and uttered: 
Here is the wonderful navigation system installed in pi- | Ttumed to God from Satan who was expelled from Heav- 
~ geons. There is a tissue that includes magnetic particles in- en. | turn to God against the harm that might come from this 


side the skulls and brains of pigeons. The particles inside the appearance.” 


tissue are composed of iron oxide molecules and their number | Assoon as he finished his words, the light turned into dark- 
reaches into the millions. Iron oxide is the fundamental ele- } ness. Satan had intended to deceive them by appearing as a 
ment of magnets. That is, these particles are susceptible to the O of light, but its trick was foiled. 

magnetic field and, acting like a magnet, they stimulate pi- 
geons’ brains by sending out signals to the brain according to 


the magnetic field. Pigeons choose their direction according 


; 


to these signals. 


Their ability to find their nests renders pigeons unique AA Rice SS 
among other birds. This quality enables them to immigrate P ) 
and to find food for their offspring. | 
There is a connection between pigeons, the magnetic field 
it utilizes to find its way, and the sun and the stars. This con- 
nection clearly illustrates the existence of the All-Knowing : bs) 

d Omnipotent Creator that knows the needs of His creation 

y well and equips them accordingly. | 













| DACRIFICE, PATIENCE AND SINCERITY 


FRATERNITY 


uslims who emigrated from Mecca to Medina could 
only take a few of their belongings with them. 
They left their fields, houses and other belongings 
in Mecca for the sake of their faith. Muslim residents of Me- 
dina gave a warm welcome to their fellow Muslim brothers 
and sisters and hosted them in their homes for several days. 
The residents of Medina, whose houses were very small, left 


them to the immigrants and found other places to stay. 





As the immigrants left what they had behind, their sisters 
and brothers in Medina responded to them with the deepest 
and sincerest examples of altruism. Even though the Mus- 
lim residents of Medina lived in poverty, they did not hes- 
itate to embrace the immigrants and share what they had 
with them. 


t 


Only a short while after the immigration, the Prophet 
Muhammad assigned each immigrant, Muslim family with a 


sister family from Medina. Sister families would share their 














homes, chores and business. They would go to work together 
and spend their earnings together. 


Muslims of Medina showed the greatest example of altru- 
ism and shared whatever they had with their fellow Mus- 
lim brothers and sisters without any restraint. They were try- 
ing so hard to please the immigrants that the altruism they 
showed exceeded the kind of sacrifice they would give for 
the ir blood brothers and sisters. It was something that those 


who do not believe in God and His Messenger would never 
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THE MYSTERIOUS JOURNEY 


Our journey started on a beautiful day, in August. I had am- 
bivalent feelings because I left my family and country in or- 
der to become a teacher in a new country. | was going to 
teach Turkish to students in that country and I was going to 
share love, tolerance and happiness with them. 


The children had gone through the worst experiences of 

_ war in the country where | was going to teach. The civil war 
and turmoil was still ongoing. Therefore, I was a little afraid, 
too. But the idea that a great man was going to meet us in 
this country relieved my mind and took my fears away. That 
| man was Haci Ata, the dear uncle of the children. He was 
Over 70. He had diabetes and heart disease. He devoted his 
ifeto the education of children despite his old age. The idea 
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that the computers belonged to the school and that they 
re going to be used by the students. But they did not seem 
be interested in what we had to say. As we were talking, 
aci Ata screamed out. He was addressing the leader of the 
ng with a shaky and emotional voice. 

‘Listen to me! All other foreigners left your country due 
o the war. These young teachers have come here to edu- 
ate your children, putting their own lives in danger. But 
ou shamelessly intend to rob those who have come to ed- 
cate and protect your children and country. You should be 











oe 1 See a that we planned to bring to the chet ial 
we were going to work and we traveled in the front seats. Te 
was exhausting bringing everything to the airport and load- 
es them on the plane. Despite being tired, we were anxious 
ce to see our new country. What were we going to see there? 
o ow nat was waiting for us? We did not know the answers to 
a - Stk hese questions. Si 
- 3 ~ Our plane landed at around midnight. I saw only a few fe | 
i Be - ficers around and nobody else. It was an old, ramshackle air- Haci Ata moved closer to the leader of the gang and was 
- Port. We headed to the exit after completing the visa pro- tating into his eyes. His tears were flowing onto his beard. 
| Cess. Ân elegant man with gray hair and beard was smiling at The translator got so excited and translated word for word. 
x p "a It was Haci Kemal Erimez, who was standing upright de- Yet, the tone of Haci Ata’s voice, tears and attitude were 
zite the turmoil and hopelessness prevalent in this county so powerful that even though the translator had not said a 
i S Students and the local people called him Haci Ata. word, the terrorists understood what Haci Ata was trying to 
Haci Ata brought a truck for the equipment that we had say. All the gang members stood still fora moment. Ihe gang 
F ought from Turkey and a bus for us. We loaded the equip- leader handed his gun to his friend and took his sock off his 
| eo _ ment on the truck despite our tiredness. As we were getting ead. It was incredible, but he was weeping too. He uttered, 
— 3 o the bus, two vans approached. They stopped in front of My mother is a Turk” with his broken Turkish. His voice 
our bus as if they wanted to block our way. Around 20 men vas trembling. 
f were holding machine guns in t- 
w out of Ea eand rhey e : We were all moved by what was going on. The gang lead- 
their hands. They were also wearing black socks on their yy | TE 
onon tuned to his friends and said something in a serious and 
hea sad Tg! ey pointed their guns at us. It was apparent from i Eo 
aa termined manner. Then, he explained something to the 
lothes and manners that these men were not soldiers i 9 k 
4 : e anslator. He was apologizing for what they had done and 
a and itv was als o clear that they did not have good intentions. rered i ala eet 
pee gehen ty oak Tere e school where we were Nead- 
Their transl slator told us that they wanted our belongings and ee pany us fo the : 
E SNE . In short, he said that the airport was 20 kilometers out- 


ley. The t tra nslator added that they were ready to kill us P 
r t yiele eld I thought they must have been members de of the city and since all the other gangs were afraid of 
‘it group, they offered to safely escort us to the school. 
Ve were all puzzled and anxious. Would they, who ini- 


eer keeping guard at the gates of the 
es 1 as soon as they saw these men. Haci Ata 
y intended to kill us, really protect us now? How could 


shamed of yourselves.” 
























































J of our company were trying to tell the terror- 
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| AZIZ MAHMUD HUDAI 


| Azic Mahmud Hudai’s master, Uftade, was holding a class in 
| the meadows. When the class was over, the students asked for 


the hearts of people change so quickly? No one knew the an. 
swers. We did not have many options. We accepted their of. 
fer after a quick consultation and we headed to the school es. 


corted by two. vans full of gang members. 


Nobody spoke in our group, we were too tense. We were 
praying silently. On the way, we saw several armed groups. 
First, they stopped our truck and then left us alone after the 
gang leader talked to them. We moved on with the fear that 
we might get killed at any moment by one of the gangs. The 
clock was not moving. Finally, we arrived at the school after 
a difficult drive. Our colleagues met us in front of the school 
and we joyfully greeted and hugged each other. We were still 
shocked by the fact that the gangs escorted us to the school. 
Meanwhile, the gang leader came to us and apologized again. 
We thanked them for their help. We hugged each of them 
and saw them off. 

We were exhausted, surprised and scared. We found our- 
selves in the middle of very interesting and meaningful events 
the moment we stepped into the country where we came to 
work. Haci Ata, too, was moved by what was going on. He 
asked us to gather in the teachers’ room. He felt that what we 
had just experienced was a message from God on that beau- 
tiful summer night. He shared his thoughts while he wept. 
He said: 

“My sons! You came to this country with the sincerest 
feelings at heart and God gave you such a meaningful expe- 
rience. Our Lord, who holds people’s hearts, turned the gang 

members into guards, who protected us. One day, history will 


write what has happened here today.” 


The beloved Haci Ata of this country’s children was wa- 
tering his gray beard with his tears and his attitude told usa 


lot. 





permission to stroll in the greenery. Master Uftade allowed 
them to go. All the students began to pick flowers for their 
teacher. Then, they presented the beautiful flowers to him. 
When the master saw the broken flower that Aziz Mahmud 
Hudai brought to him, he asked: 

“My son! Why did you bring a single broken flower where- 
as all your friends brought the prettiest ones?” 


Feeling embarrassed by this question, he responded in a 
humble manner by bending his head down: 


“My master! Whatever I offer you will not be enough to 
honor you. However, each time I was going to pick a flower, 
|heard the flower chanting God’s names in its own language. 
Therefore, I could not pick any of them. As for the flower | 
presented to you, it’s been broken. It was no longer able to 
praise God. So, I picked this poor flower to present to you. 
Please forgive me if | made a mistake!” 


Aziz Mahmud Hudai was born in Şereflikoçhisar. He was 
raised in Sivrihisar. He went to a madrasah (a school equiva- 
lent to university today) in Istanbul. He worked as a judge and 
a a (college) teacher in Edirne, Egypt, Damascus, and Bursa. 
He was the student of the great Master Uftade in Bursa. He was 
considered an opinion leader by some 
Ottoman Sultans and the general public. 
He died in Uskudar. He was buried in a 
tomb in the garden of the complex of 
buildings adjacent to the mosque named 
after him. He had around 30 works, sev- 
en of which are in Turkish. He founded 

many foundations and left behind a rich 

spiritual legacy. 





THE CALIPH HARUN RASHID AND THE OLD MAN 


Sultan and Caliph Harun Rashid saw an elderly man in his 
garden, planting date seeds, as he was visiting the town in dis- 
guise along with his vizier. He greeted the old man and start- 
ed a conversation: 

“What are you doing?” 

“T am planting date seeds,” responded the elderly man. 

“When do you think these seeds will bear fruit?” 

“God knows. Maybe in 10 or 20 years.” 

“Okay. Do you think you will see its fruit?” 

“| may not see it since I am already very old. But we ate the 


fruit of the trees planted by our ancestors. And I plant these 
seeds so that our offspring will benefit from them.” 


Harun Rashid liked this answer a lot and gave a pouch full 
of gold. The old man thanked God and added: 


“The trees I planted have already born fruit.” 


The Caliph gave another pouch full of gold to the elderly 
man. The man thanked God again and said: 


“Trees normally come to fruition 
once a year. But the ones | 
planted have born fruit imme; 


_ diately and twice.” X A A 
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ie WOODSMAN AND SATAN 


There was a man, who earned his living by cutting and selling 
von, He was a practicing Muslim and did not bother anyone. 
There was a village next to this ascetic man’s village. The res- 


ents of a neighboring village worshipped a tree considered to. Pe 
he sacred by the villagers. One day the woodsman decided to cut: i S a 
the so-called sacred tree in order to save EIES scents Cae ee o 
ance and to make money by selling its wood in the market. es i a 3 KE 


A strange looking and dirty man asked the woodsman where ~? 


AE going, on his Way to cut UOS The woodsman re- 
ON 


lam going to cut the tree that people worship.” 


Naan ts man told the woodsman: 


| am Satan, | do not all 


OW you to cut the A 


got furious. He attacked the 


© ground and thrust his Neath 
an told the man: 


oodsman 
[re 7 i 

USATE th 

SATI 


aituay eee 
into his throat. 


gi | = es r 
1 ascetic verbal 


| You ot . 
UE ‘Te cannot ay D 
eyį] until Doomsd sill us ain all 


, Owed S 
UNEEN, that tree! W Wa 
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ate. | will give you a gold coin each day if you agree not to cut 
the tree. After all, why do you care about others worshipping 
a tree? Take the gold coin.” 

The woodsman negotiated with Satan and Satan told him 
to check under his pillow every morning. The man returned 
home. He went to sleep that night and when he woke up the 
next morning, he found a gold coin under his pillow. He was 
pleased. The next morning, he did not find the gold coin that 
Satan had promised him. The man, angry with Satan, went 
back to the mountain to cut the tree down. Yet, Satan stopped 
him on his way, again. The man was very angry with Satan 
and attacked him while saying: 


“You, the imposter! You deceived me.” 


But this time Satan was able to knock the woodsman down. 
The man was shocked and he looked at Satan in amazement. 
Satan told him: 


“You are surprised, aren’t you? | will tell you why you are 
not able to beat me this time: Last time I saw you, you were 
poing to cut the tree for God’s sake. None of the demons 
would have deterred you from cutting that tree. But this 
time, you want to cut the tree down not for God’s sake, but 
because you are angry with me since | did not give you the 


coin. That’s why you are defeated and | will not let you cut 
the tree.” 


WE THOUGHT YOU WERE AWAKE 


It was during the rule of Sultan Suleyman, the Magnificent, 
that an elderly woman, who lived in the slums of Istanbul, 
was accepted by the Sultan to the palace upon her request. 
The old woman appealed to the Sultan by arguing that her 





pouse was robbed and the Sultan was responsible for this. An- 
n with this accusation, the Sultan said: 


“Why did you sleep so deeply that you did not hear some- 
ne break into your house?” 


The woman defended herself, saying: 


‘Dear great Sultan! We thought you were awake. That’s 
why we could go to sleep peacefully.” 


The Sultan found the woman right and paid her loss from 
the burglary out of his own pocket. 








ALMS AND CHARITY 


ALMS IS THE FOUNDATION OF SOCIAL LIFE 


iving alms is the distribution of one-fortieth of a 
Muslim’s income to others for God’s sake. Giving 
alms is one of the five basic pillars of Islam like 
daily prayer and fasting. Giving alms was declared by God as 
a religious duty in the second year of the great immigration 
(Hijra). Giving alms is done through wealth, not with the 
body as is the case in prayer and fasting. God declares giving 
alms as a religious duty in the Qur’an, “Establish the Prayer, 
and pay the Prescribed Purifying Alms (the Zakah); and bow 
together with those who bow (the Muslims)” (Baqara 2:43). 





While daily prayer is the foundation of religious life, giv- 
ing alms is the foundation of social life. It would be hard to 
sustain unity among members of a society where nobody gave 
alms. There would be no love and respect between the poor 
and rich classes in such a society. 

Anything given to those in need such as wealth, mon- 
ey and knowledge is called a donation/charity. Giving char- 
ity has many rewards for the giver. Charity is a shield against 
the fire in Hell and atonement for our sins. It prevents di- 
saster and trouble from happening to us. One should not let 
anyone who asks for something down. He should try to help 
them out as much as he can. Besides, it is virtuous to give 


charity anonymously. 
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mWO MISERS AND A GENEROUS MAN 


Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet told the following 


| story: 


“There were three Israelites. One had reddish skin, the oth- 


| owas bald and the third one was blind. God wanted to test 


these men and sent them an angel. 


The angel appeared to the one with reddish skin first and 
asked: ‘What would you like to have most in this life? ‘A 
beautiful skin color... Pd like to get rid of the skin that dis- 
gusts people. 

When the angel touched the man, he had very beautiful 
kin. The angel asked him again, ‘What property would you 
like to have” ‘A camel,’ said the man. 


The angel gave a pregnant camel to the man immediately 


andthe angel disappeared after it wished the man good luck. 


Then, the angel visited the bald man and asked him, ‘What 
would you like most in this life?’ ‘Pretty hair... I'd like to get rid 
of my current appearance, which disgusts people.’ The angel 
touched the man’s head and the man suddenly had beautiful 
hair. ‘What property do you want most?’ asked the angel. ‘A 
cow, said the man. The angel gave him a pregnant cow. ‘May 


God make this cow useful for you!’ 


Then, he headed to the blind man and repeated his ques- 
tion, ‘What would you like most in this world? ‘I wish that God 
gives me the ability to see. I’d like to see people.’ The angel 
continued to ask, ‘What property do you want most?’ ‘Sheep,’ 
was the man’s answer and he was given a pregnant sheep. [he 
cow, camel and sheep delivered their offspring soon. The men 


had several cows, camels and sheep in time. The angel, in the 
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f a man with reddish skin, visited the man with forn 
skin after a while: 


i 
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im. a of fou poc pt man. No one but God and you can ‘ch 
s moment. For God’s sake, who has giver 

Be. kio a id diy. Please give me one of youi 

that I can go back home and take care of my famil . 








‘I can’t do that. Others have a share on these camels,’ said 
the man. 


The angel said: 





ish skin? 


‘I think I know you. Aren’t you the man with reddis 
é 


God gave you a pretty skin and property.’ 
The man tried to counter the angel by saying: _ 
“You talk too much. | inherited this property from my grand- 
father.’ 
The angel said: 








appearance.’ 
Then, the angel visited the formerly bald man in the fort 





man also let the angel down. The angel told this man, too: 


‘If you are lying, God will turn you into a bald man again.’ 


And he headed to the formerly blind man. He appeared to 


him in the form of a blind man, and said: 


‘Iam a very poor man. | am stranded. There is no one else 
other than God and you who can help me. For God’s sake, 
who enabled you to see again! Please give mea sheep so that! 


can go back to my home and take care of my family!’ 


ye was blind too. God gave me the ability to see. I was also 
oor and God gave me ample property. You can choose any 
ne of my i I swear to God that I will give you whatever 













— 
= “Man! If je> are lying, God will turn you into your former 






a bald man. He asked for similar things from him too. The bald 




















The angel responded: 
'Man! You can keep all your property. You have been test- 
ed. God is pleased with you, but the other two failed and de- 


served their punishment.’ Then the angel disappeared. 


WHICH ONE IS BETTER? 
A man visited the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, 
one day and asked for food. The Prophet asked him: 


“Don’t you have anything in your house?” 


“We have only a sack, which we use as both a blanket and a 


rug. We also have a water pitcher,” responded the man. 


The Prophet told him to bring these things to him. When 


the man brought the sack and the pitcher to him, the Messen- 
ger of God turned to the people around and asked: 


“Who would like to buy this sack and pitcher?” 

“Icean buy it for a coin,” said one of them. 

The Prophet asked them to increase the amount a few times 
and sold the sack for two coins. After he handed the money 
over to the man, he told him: 

“Go ahead and buy food with one coin for your famiiy, buy 
an axe with the other and bring it to me.” 

The man did as he was told, and the Prophet told him to 

ut trees and sell them in the market. He also told him to 
me back after he had worked for 15 days. 
The man visited the Prophet 15 days later. Meanwhile, he 
learned 10 coins. He bought food and clothes for his fami- 
ly and himself. The Messenger of God, pleased with what the 
man had accomplished, told the following to the man: 


“Earning your living is better than carrying beggary as a 
your face on Doomsday.” 
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THE SAFEKEEPER OF THE FORTUNE 


One day, the companions of the Prophet Muhammad, peace 
be upon him, were listening to his sermon on the significance 
of giving alms. “Giving alms is the protector and safe keeper 
of property and fortune,” stated the Messenger of God. There 
was a Christian merchant in the audience. After he listened 
to the entire sermon, the Christian merchant went back to 
his home and gave alms from his wealth. This merchant hada 
business partner who was visiting Egypt at the time. Trade was 
conducted via camel caravans in those days. The number of 
bandits who robbed the trade caravans had increased signifi- 
cantly. The Christian merchant, who listened to the Prophet's 
sermon, thought: “If what Muhammad preached today is true, 
my business partner will come back with all the merchandise 
without any loss and I will embrace Islam. However, if Mu- 
hammad is lying and my business partner is robbed by bandits, 
I will kill Muhammad with my sword.” 


The merchant received a letter from his business partner 
soon after. “The bandits stopped our caravan and took all we 
had,” said the letter. The merchant was upset after reading 
the first few sentences. As he continued to read the letter, he 
was preparing his sword to kill the Prophet. As he was leaving 
home to find the Prophet, the letter said, “My friend, do not 
be sad! I was lagging behind the rest of the caravan because 
our camels’ freight was too heavy when the bandits robbed 
the others. They did not even see our merchandise. | will be 
back soon, goodbye!” The merchant was puzzled and happy at 
the same time. He was embarrassed that he had intended to 
kill the Prophet and decided to tell him what had happened. 
Then, he visited the Messenger of God and embraced Islam. 
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STRONGER THAN THE WIND 


| When the great Lord created the Earth, it was constantly 

moving. Therefore, God created the mountains. When He in- 
stalled the mountains, the Earth stopped swinging. The angels 
were surprised by the strength of the mountains and asked: 


“Dear Lord! Is there anything else stronger than the moun- 
tains among those You have created?” 

“Yes, iron,” responded God. 

This time the angels inquired: 

‘Is there anything stronger than iron among those You 
have created?” 


‘Yes, fire,” said God. 
The angels further inquired: 


“Dear Lord! Is there anything stronger than the fire among 
those You have created?” 


“Yes, the wind,” responded God. 
The angels asked again: 


“Dear Lord! Is there anything stronger than the wind among 
those You have created?” 


“Yes, there is. Man, who hides it from his left hand when he 


gives charity with his right hand is stronger than the wind.” 
| 
. 








DID YOU KNOW? 


¢ Did you know the hair on a male moth’s head is its organ 
for smelling and that the male moth is able to smell its 






THE SOLUTION 


spouse from a 7-mile distance? 


e Did you know that ants have the largest animal population, 
that 700 million ants are born for every 40 people? Ants are 
the most sociable among all types of insects. They live in col- 
onies; they are the best organized animal community. Some Sted al) the timc 
of them are farmers while others are tailors, whereas still oth- 
ers develop breeding farms for other animals (greenflies) and 
feed on the liquid they obtain from them. 


e Did you know that the pointy peels of spiny lizards that live 
in deserts function as a defense mechanism against their ene- 
mies? The water forming due to cold air in the desert at night 
condenses on the peels of the lizard and the condensed water 
goes into the lizard flowing over its peels into its mouth and 
provides water for the lizard to sustain its life. 


“Be righteous!” says God 





Your tongue would not tell lies 


This is the essence of religion 





Work, produce, and earn c i 







Contribute to the nation 





Laziness and sloth are - 






The greatest offense 






Help others out 






This is the greatest good 


FORENOON PRAYER (DUHA) AND CHARITY The poor, the orphan and the elderly nk 






Take time to help those 





The Messenger of God stated: 

“We need to give charity for each bone and knuck- 
le in our bodies everyday. Each “Subhanallah,” meaning 
“Glory be to God” is an act of charity. Each “Alhamdulil- 
lah,” meaning “Praise be to God” is another act of chari- 
ty. And each “Lailaheillallah,” meaning “There is no god 
other than God” is an act of charity as well. Enjoining 
good is an act of charity as well as forbidding evil is an 
act of charity. However, performing a two-rakah prayer 
in mid-morning is equal to all those mentioned above.” 





Do what you could 
Then trust God 
Be patient, try and hang on 









That’s your solution 
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RIGHTEOUSNESS 


ABD AL-QADR JILANI 


bd al-Qadr Jilani began to receive education at 4 
very early age. He moved to Baghdad when he was 
only 9 years old with his mother’s permission. Before 


he left for Baghdad, his mother gave him 40 gold coins and 
some advice, “My dear son! Do not lie at all!” 


Abd al-Qadr Jilani joined a camel caravan to go to Bagh- 
dad. As they were passing through a valley, a group of 40 ban- 
dits stopped them. The bandits took anything they could find 
from the people in the caravan. Right before they left, one of 
the bandits asked Abd al-Qadr Jilani what he had. Without 


any hesitation, he said: 





“I have 40 gold coins.” 

The bandit was surprised since they did not even bother to 
search this child thinking that he would not have anything 
valuable on him. So, the bandit took him to the leader. When 


the leader of the bandits asked: 

“Son! We were not going to search you. Why did you tell us 
that you have 40 coins?” 

Abd al-Qadr Jilani explained: 

“I do not go back on my word to God and my mother just 
to protect my possessions.” 


The leader was shocked by this small child’s words. He ut- 


l ___ tered the following words after thinking about his life and the 
= small child: 
y 
Be ___ T regret for my mistakes and sins and I repent. I promise 
that I will never do bad things again. If you want to continue 
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jke this, you need to find another leader for your group,” he 
old to his band. 

Then, he ordered all the possessions to be returned to their 
owners. The other bandits did as their leader ordered and they 
all said: 

“We started this journey with you and finish it with you. 
We want to repent, too.” 


THREE DAYS OF WAITING 


Noone witnessed the Messenger of God lying, even before his 
prophethood. One of his companions stated: 

‘The Messenger of God and I agreed to meet at a certain 
place and time before he became the prophet. But I forgot our 
appointment. When I ran to the meeting place three days lat- 
er, the Messenger of God was still waiting for me there. He 
was neither mad with me nor did he resent me. He just said, 
Young man! You gave me difficulty. I have been waiting for 


? 


you for the last three days.” 


WHAT WILL YOU GIVE? 


When the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, heard a 
mother call her son, telling him: 


‘Come here, and I will give you something!” 

“What will you give to him?” asked the Prophet. 

‘I was going to give him a couple of dates,” the woman said. 

‘If you were not going to give anything, you would have 
lied,” explained the Prophet. 


In fact, the Messenger of God considered telling a lie a sign 
of hypocrisy and tried to keep people away from it. Telling a 


lie is one of the three signs of being a hypocrite. The other two 
. te not keeping one’s word and betraying one’s trust. 
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THE CURRYCOMB 


We used to hear the mournful splash of the river flowing y 
der the silver willow trees as we were playing in the stable 
garden. Our house seemed to be lost amongst the chestny, 
trees. My younger brother, Hasan, and I did not leave Dada, 
uh alone for a second, for our mother had gone to Istanbul fo, 
a visit. Dadaruh was my father’s old stableman. We used to gg 
to the stable early in the morning. What we liked most was 
to spend time with the horses. It was a great pleasure to give 
them water and to ride on their bare backs. Hasan was afraid 
to ride a horse alone. Dadaruh was riding with him. We liked 
to put barley into their bags, to fill the mangers and to clean 
the manure. And, grooming the horses was the most amus- 
ing activity. Whenever Dadaruh began to groom the horses, 
I insisted on helping him. Then, Dadaruh put me on Tosun’s 
back, one of the horses in the stable, and gave the currycomb 
to me. No matter how hard I tried, I was not able to make the 
same “tick tack” voice. 

“Does it shake its tail?” 

“Yes, it does.” 

“Let me see!” 

I was bending and stretching but was not able to see its tail. 

“T will groom the horses,” I kept telling Dadaruh everyday: 

“No, you can’t,” was Dadaruh’s response. 


“Why not?” 


“Because you are too young to do that.” 
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“j will do it.” 

“When you get older.” 

“When?” 

“When you reach the horse’s height.” 


The only chore I was not able to do in the stable was groom 
the horses. I was not even as high as the horse’s tummy. How- 
ever, that was the most entertaining activity. It was as if To- 
sun enjoyed the nice tick tack of the currycomb, it lowered its 
ears and wagged its tail. When it became irritable towards the 
end of grooming, Dadaruh beat it on the hip and moved onto 
grooming the other horses. 


One day, I was alone in the stable. Hasan and Dadaruh went 
to the river bank. I wanted to groom the horse. I searched for 
the currycomb, but I could not find it. I went into Dadarub’s 
room, which was located in the corner of the stable. I looked 
for it on the shelves and among the saddles. It was not there! 
Finally, a green box caught my attention under his bed. I found 
it. | was going to scream out of joy. The silver currycomb my 
mom had sent from Istanbul, along with other gifts, was shin- 
ing inside the box. I ran back to the stable with the currycomb 
inmy hand. I wanted to groom Tosun’s belly, but it was anx- 
ious. | thought it was hurting the horse. 


| took a look at the shining teeth of the currycomb. They 
were too sharp. I began to rub it on the wall in order to blunt 
them just a little. I tried to groom the horse again, but it was 
still feeling distressed. | was angry. I think | wanted to take 


‘my anger out on the currycomb. I ran to the tap and put the 
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comb on the sink. | began to hit the comb with a heavy ston “Do not lie!” 


“| didn’t.” 


“Tell me the truth. | am not going to be sad. Lying is very 


bad.” 


Hasan insisted that he did not break the comb and my dad 
was furious and slapped him on the cheek. He yelled: 


I broke the silver currycomb, which Dadaruh could not spare 
And I threw it into the sink. 


My father used to stop by the stable before he left home 
everyday. I was alone in the stable again that day. Hasan was 
staying with Pervin at home. My dad saw the broken curry 
comb in the sink as he was checking everything. He called Da- 


“Take this child home. He won’t enter this stable ever 
daruh angrily: 


again. He will stay with Pervin from now on.” 
tC yl”? 
eters Tow! Dadaruh hugged my crying brother and took him home. | 


I was out of breath. I don’t know why, but I was scared to was playing alone in the stable from then on. Hasan was im- 


death. Dadaruh was surprised to see the broken currycomb. 


My father asked him who had done this. 


“IT do not know,” said Dadaruh. 


ptisoned at home. He was not forgiven even after my mother 
returned from Istanbul. My dad kept scolding Hasan by calling 
hima “liar.” It was difficult to stop Hasan from crying whenev- 
ethe remembered that slap. My poor mother did not even con- 
sider the possibility that I had set up my brother. She thought, 
‘Maybe the horses smashed the currycomb by mistake.’ 


My father turned to me and | said “Hasan” even before he 
asked me. 


“Hasan?” repeated my father. 
“Yes he went into Dadaruh’s room while he was sleeping. He My mother went to Istanbul again the next year. We were 


took it out from the box and broke it on the edge of the sink.” alone again. Hasan was still not allowed to go into the stable. 


“Why did not you tell Dadaruh?” 


“He was asleep.” 


Hasan was asking how the horses were doing and if the little 
horses were growing. One day he got sick suddenly. They sent 
someone from the house to bring a doctor to see him. He had 


“Bring Hasan here.” diphtheria. The villagers of our farm came to see Hasan and 


I ran home and called Hasan. The poor boy did not know brought various bird feathers and wrapped them around Hasan’s 


anything. He was following me. My father was an angry man throat. My father did not leave Hasan alone for a moment. Da- 


and we were always scared of him. He told Hasan: daruh was very still and Pervin was crying all the time. 
| asked: 


“Why are you crying?” 


“If you tell a lie, I will beat you.” 

“T won’t,” said Hasan. 

“Why did you break this currycomb?” “Your brother is sick.” 
Hasan looked at the currycomb in Dadaruh’s hand in puz- 
zlement and uttered: 


y “I did not break the comb.” 


“He will get well soon.” 


"He won't. 
‘What will happen?” 
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“He is going to die.” 

“Is he going to die?” 

I began to cry too. I was staying in Pervin’s room after Hasan 
got sick. I could not go to sleep that night. I was dreaming of 
Hasan as soon as I fell asleep. He was calling me “Slanderer! 
Slanderer!” I woke Pervin up and told her: 


“T will go to Hasan’s room.” 

“Why?” 

“I need to tell my father something.” 
“What will you say?” 
“It was me who broke the currycomb.” 
“Which comb?” 


“The one that was broken last year. The one which my fa- 
ther got mad at Hasan for.” 


OS a 


I could not finish my words. I was crying uncontrollably. | 
told what happened to Pervin. if I told my father what hap- 
pened, maybe Hasan would hear and forgive me. 

“You will tell him tomorrow.” 

“No, I will tell him right now.” 

“Your father and Hasan are sleeping now. You will talk to 
them tomorrow. | am sure Hasan will forgive you if you let him 
know that you are sorry.” 

“Okay.” 

“Now, off to sleep! 
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I could not sleep until the morning. I woke Pervin up as the 
sun was rising. I was in a hurry to get rid of the pangs of my 
conscience. Unfortunately, my poor brother passed away that 
night. We saw the imam and Dadaruh crying in the hall. They 
were waiting for my father to come out of the room. 







Omer Seyfettin 


+* 
e 


> e 


f 





| amy even though he 
| had paid for the grapes. 









| mentioned touched the grapes. That soldier left the mon- 


| soldier be found imme- 


} man also heard about 
| this incident. He or- 


























A BUNCH OF GRAPES 


f Sultan Suleyman was on a campaign. His army stopped near 
-aChristian village. Because the village roads were so narrow, 
f sme of the soldiers had to pass through the fields of the vil- 
lagers. One of the soldiers was dehydrated and hungry due 
to the hot weather and took a bunch of grapes from one of 
he vineyards. He paid for the grapes by putting some mon- 
ey inside a pouch and hung it on the branch. Despite the de- 
pressing hot weather, none of the soldiers other than the one 


ey for the grapes in the vineyard since the owner was not 
there. 


The army camped around Belgrade after they left the 
Christian village. A villager showed up and said that he 
wanted to speak to the commander. The villager was accept- 
ed by the commander and he said: 


‘You have very generous and righteous soldiers. One of 
your soldiers left the money for the grapes he ate on the 
branch he took the grapes from. You are all morally upright 
people.” 

The commander was disap- 
pointed by what he had just 
heard. He ordered that the 


diately. Sultan Suley- 
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dered that soldier to 
be dismissed from the 




























When the Christian villager saw that his 
words had brought about one soldier’s 
dismissal, he said: 


The priest heard the sto- 
ry that one of the soldiers paid for a 
/ bunch of grapes that he had taken from 

f 
a stranger. He was doubly surprised when 
the nuns told him what had happened at the 
fountain. Then, he wrote the following letter to 


the commanders of the Crusaders. 


“I did not tell this story to cause 
that soldier to be fired. I came here 
to thank him.” 


Yet, Sultan Suleyman was deter- 


mined and uttered: The commanders of the Crusades, 


“The army, which contains a soldier How will you cope with the army that is prepar- 
who steals, cannot become victorious.” ing to attack you? These soldiers are ready to sacri- 
fice their lives for God’s sake upon their command- 
er's order. They do not pay attention to the beautiful 
girls I send to them. They paid the money for a bunch 
of grapes they had eaten from a vineyard they passed 


through. They treat everyone righteously and do not 


The villager insisted: 

“But he paid for the bunch of grapes.” 
Then Sultan Suleyman replied: 

“If he had not paid for the grapes, he would 


have been punished more severely. Now he is violate anyone’s rights. They went on a campaign leav- 


ing their possessions and families behind. They deserve to go 
to Heaven. 


only forbidden to join this battle.” 


Meanwhile, some of the soldiers were drink- 


ing water from fountains nearby while others You will ruin yourselves if you ignore their superior morality 


were taking ablution. There was a monastery and try to fight against them. 


close to one of the fountains. The priest of the + History proved the words of this priest right. The army, 


monastery sent the monastery’s most beau- which went on a battle for God’s sake, won the victory. 


tiful nuns to the fountain to get some water. They earned the real victory by bringing civilization, jus- 


tice and equality to the places they went and by setting 
the best examples for humanity. 


His intention was to get information about the 

strength of the Ottoman army and the number of 
soldiers and transmit this information to the Cru- | 
saders. Yet, when the nuns approached the foun- 
tain, all the soldiers stepped back and let the nuns 
fill their pitchers and did not look at them until they 
returned to the monastery. 
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PILGRIMAGE, UMRAT AND SACRIFICE 
PILGRIMAGE (HAdJ) INCREASES PIETY 


ilgrimage is a religious duty that includes visiting the 

P Ka‘ba in Mecca and other sacred places in a certain 

time period. Pilgrimage is one of the five pillars of Is- 

lam. It was declared to be a religious duty in the ninth year of 

the Prophet’s immigration (Hijra). The verse that mentions 

Pilgrimage is Al Imran 3:97: “Pilgrimage to the House is a duty 
owed to God by all who can afford a way to it.” 

The virtues of this religious duty, which every believer who 
can afford is supposed to do once in a lifetime, are numer- 
ous. Ihe following hadith of the Prophet clearly specifies the 
significance of Pilgrimage: “Whoever goes on Pilgrimage for 
God’s sake and stays away from bad words and behavior as 
well as other sins, this person will return from the Pilgrimage 
as pure as the day he/she was born (with the exception of vio- 
lations of other people’s rights).” 


Pilgrimage gives the pleasure of being a true servant of God 


Every person feels the need to worship God by nature. Pilgrim- 
age is such a religious duty that enables one to express his/her 
weakness and loyalty to God and to express gratitude for all 
the blessings that God bestows upon us because a person on 
Pilgrimage turns to God leaving wealth, property, prestige and 
all kinds of status behind. This person expresses his allegiance 
and submission to God. 


Pilgrimage shows that all people are equal before God 


Pilgrimage reflects a perfect picture of fraternity and equal- 
ity among people regardless of the differences in their lan- 


guage, ethnicity, culture, prestige and professions by bringing 
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nillions of Muslims together with the same goal. Al the pil- 
gims, including the poor and the wealthy, the weak and the 
powerful, go through a training of fraternity and equality by 
weating the same kind of clothes and going through the same 
challenges, visiting the same places and fulfilling the same ob- 
ligations during the Pilgrimage. 

Pilgrimage that makes a rich Muslim, who has millions of 
dollars, and a poor Muslim, who does not have much in life in 
terms of wealth, wear the same sort of clothes and pray togeth- 
et, teaches them to remember the Hereafter, not to brag about 
their wealth and to get to know and love their fellow Muslim 
brothers and sisters. 

Visiting the sacred places that have previously hosted 
most of the prophets since Prophet Adam, and where Islam 
was born and spread from, and where the Prophet Muham- 
mad, peace be upon him, and his companions went through 
hundreds of problems, strengthens believers’ allegiance to 


God. 


Pilgrimage requires patience and gratitude 


Muslims are able to praise God through Pilgrimage for the 
blessings such as health, wealth, ability, property and prestige. 
Pilgrims develop positive attributes such as being patient and 
being resistant to challenges, doing the same things with large 
crowds, helping others and following certain rules. 

Visiting the Ka‘ba, Mecca and Medina outside the deter- 
mined Pilgrimage time is called “Umrah.” Going on Umrah is 
a Sunnah, the tradition of the Prophet. 


THE FIRST AND LAST PILGRIMAGE 


The conquest of Mecca rendered the hypocrites to grow much 
weaker. The Prophet returned to Medina a short while af- 
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ter the conquest and large groups of visitors came to Medina 
to see him. Those who visited him were embracing Islam in 
groups. It had been ten years since Muslims moved to Medina 


and God exalted the religion of Islam within that period. 


The Prophet along with some of his companions want- 
ed to go on Pilgrimage in the tenth year of Hijrah. Upon 
this news, thousands of Muslims gathered in Medina. When 
the group was ready for the journey, they set out for Mecca. 
The number of Muslims who were going to Mecca, includ- 
ing those who joined the group from Yemen and other cities, 
reached over 100,000. The Messenger of God delivered his 
Farewell Sermon on his camel, Qaswa, on the eve of the Eid- 
ul Adha (the festival of sacrifice) in the Arafat plain. 


At the end of the sermon, he said: 


“O people! They will ask you about me tomorrow. What 





will you say?” 
The Muslims uttered: 
“You conveyed the word of God. You fulfilled your duty. 
? We are witnesses of that.” 


j Then, the Prophet raised his index finger to the sky, then 
L pointed it to the crowd, and said: 








7 Pi _ Witness my Lord! Witness my Lord! Witness my Lord!” 


i This Pilgrimage-at-which he said farewell to his compan- 
i 






: ions. was his fige and last Pilgrimage. He returned to Medi- 
ling 10 days in Mecca and after carrying out his 


mage ; and circumambulation of the Ka‘ba. Thousands of 






10 were with the Prophet during this Pilgrimage, 


yack to o their towns and continued to live based on the 



















THE REWARD IS HEAVEN 
The Messenger of God reported: 


“Umrah is a means for the forgiveness of all sins until 
the next Umrah. And the reward for Pilgrimage, which 
is done sincerely for God’s sake by fulfilling all its re- 
quirements and not tainted with sins and complaints 
about God, is Heaven.” 


PILGRIMAGE 


| Abu Hurairah reported the Messenger of God saying: 

i “Whoever goes on Pilgrimage for God’s sake and 
stays away from bad words and behavior as well as oth- 

bart! sins, this person will return from the Pilgrimage as 





pure as the day he/she was born.” 









Y GOD PROTECT YOU 


Abraham and his wife, Sarah, were quite old and 
-have a child. The prophet Abraham got married 
cond wife from Egypt named Hagar, upon his wife Sar- 









ah’s consent. However, Sarah and Hagar did not get along well 


was entreating God to have peace. God sent her an angel to 






ly after the marriage. Hagar, unhappy with this situation, 
herald that she would have a son soon. The disagreement be- 
tween Sarah and Hagar worsened after Ishmael’s birth. 


Sarah, who no longer wanted to live in the same house 
with Hagar, asked the prophet Abraham to take her to anoth- 
er place. Affirmed by the revelation of God too, the proph- 
et Abraham took Hagar and Ishmael to the place what is now 
Mecca, guided by an angel. 

It was an uninhabited place back then. The prophet Abra- 
ham left them under a huge tree called Dawha. That tree was, 





in fact, located right above the well of zamzam, the holy water. 
But there was no water there at the time. The prophet Abra- 
ham lett Hagar and Ishmael alone with a bag that had some 


dates and water in it. 









After watching her husband leave them in the middle of 


nowhere in Puj zzlement for a while, Hagar started to go after 





r Abraham! Why are you abandoning us in such a 
ace with no companion or people?” 
ve repeated this twice. Since it was God’s order, Abra- 


on. al d did not look back. But 


m did not seem t 
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“Yes,” 


“Then, our God won’t ruin us here!” 
umed to her son. 


| The prophet Abraham continued to walk away fron 
| ntilhe was not seen by his wife and son anymore. And he EN 








gan to pray to God: i M À 
é € 
“Our Lord! I have settled some of my offspring in an unculti- h ‘ 
vable valley near Your Sacred House, so that, our Lord, they : 
may establish the Prayer; so make the hearts of people incline gi 


towards them, and provide them with the produce of earth | 


(by such means as trade), so that they may give thanks.” 
(Ibrahim 14:37) 


As the prophet Abraham was returning home, Hagar was 
busy with her son, Ishmael. She was drinking some water as 
she was breastfeeding her son. However, she ran out of wa- 





ter after a while. Both her baby and she were thirsty. She was 
feeling sorry for the baby. So, she went up to the nearest hill, 
called Safa, to look for someone, but there was no one there. 
Then, she went down the hill into the valley. She was run- 
ning hastily until she reached the other hill across from Safa 
hill. The second hill was called Marwa. She looked for some- 


one again, but it was useless. She ran between the two hills 











seven times. As she approached the Marwa hill the seventh 
time, she heard a voice. She was all ears and said: 


| “The owner of the voice. | heard you. If you help me, I 
 willlisten to you.” Then, an angel appeared near the zamzam 
well. That angel was the Archangel Gabriel. Gabriel asked 
her: 
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vou?” 





the mother of Abre aham ’S son.’ 





Abraham entrust you to?” 


“God!” 
“He entrusted you with the One, who can take care of you 


the best.” 


Then, Gabriel began to scratch the land and water poured 
out. Hagar was so excited to see the water. She was trying to 
fill her hand with water, not wasting it, and was filling her 
pitcher in the other hand. 

She breastfed Ishmael after she drank some water. Gabri- 
el told her: 

“Do not be afraid! God will have a house here and this 
house will be built by this son and his father. God does not 
spare those who will carry this out.” 

Then, Gabriel disappeared. 


A camel caravan stopped by the place where Hagar and 
Ishmael were living after several days. Some in the group no- 
ticed that the birds were flying back and forth over a certain 
area. They thought the birds should be flying around water. 
However, they were sure that there was no water in that val- 
ley. Nevertheless, they sent two men to find out if there was 
a water source. Iwo men, who found the water, returned and 
gave the good news. 

The whole caravan moved to the water source upon this in- 
formation. They saw Hagar around the well and asked her: 


“Would you let us spend the night here?” 


“Yes, but you should know that you cannot claim rights 


over the water,” responded Hagar. 
“Okay,” they said and spent the night. 


They later on informed the rest of their caravan, who were 
lagging behind, and invited them to settle down in that val- 
ley. 
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5 pe 
ale GREATEST ACT 
one day, one of his companions asked the Prophet Muham- 


gad, peace be upon him: 





“What is the most eminent act appreciated by God?” 






"To believe in God and His Messenger.” 
What is the next most important deed?” 
“Struggling for God’s sake. “ 

What is the next one?” 


"Pilgrimage accepted by God.” 
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SACRIFICE (ADHA) 





The festival of sacrifice (eid al-adha) is when Muslims, who 
are able to afford, sacrifice a proper animal and give away its 
meat as charity to become closer to God in a certain time peri. 
od. Sacrifice is an obligatory Islamic duty that requires wealth, 
It is an act of sacrifice in the name of God to express gratitude 
for all the blessings bestowed upon us. The Messenger of God 
said, “Whoever does not observe the sacrifice, even though 
they can afford to do so, should not come closer to our meet- 
ings.” This hadith clearly emphasizes the significance of sacri- 
_ fice for the sufficiently wealthy believers. 
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BEFORE A SINGLE DROP TOUCHES THE GROUND 
The Messenger of God said: 


“There is no activity more pleasant than sacrificing an an- 
imal for God’s sake on the Eid-ul Adha because the animal 
that is slaughtered will appear on Doomsday with its horns, 
hair and nails. The blood of the animal drops to a place in 
God’s presence before it touches the ground on the ground 
and it is accepted by God. Now you should feel comfort about 
sacrificing animals. There is merit for each hair on that ani- 
mal for its owner.” 
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God's presence before it touches the ground on the ground 
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sacrificing animals. There is merit for each hair on that ani- 
mal for its owner.” 








THE BEST EID EVER 


I always wanted to be a teacher because people around me 
have always told me about the virtues of this profession. Be- 
sides, my respect and love for this profession also stems ftom 
my own teachers, who set wonderful examples for me. The 
years went by. I was privileged to enroll in the education de- 
partment of one of the most prestigious universities im my 
country. I earned my degree with great success and started to 
look for job opportunities. 

I was happy that I was going to be able to practice the pro- 
fession I had chosen. Now it was time to find a job at an in- 
stitution that would enable me to practice my profession ina 
most productive way. I came across a newspaper advertisement 
looking for teachers, who wanted to work abroad. I immedi- 
ately went to that institution and submitted my written appli- 
cation. I was so excited to hear whether they would make me 
~ job offer. If | worked abroad, I would both teach my mother 
tongue and learn a foreign language. 

I heard from the institution a week later. They made mea 
job offer. | was so happy. I got ready to go after I said good-bye 
to my family a week after the job offer was made. 

A couple of my colleagues from the school I was going to work 
at welcomed me at the airport and we headed to the school. 
The school building was quite pretty. It was well-equipped and 
the staff looked quite professional. I started to teach only two 
days later. The first semester went by very quickly. 

It was winter break and the Eid-ul Adha was approaching. 
[| did mot want to go back to my country for the break as I was 
rrying to get used to my new life in my new country. My family 

agreed with me since they did not want me to spend so much 
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money on travel. So, I decided to spend the short winter break 


in my new country. 

But what about the Eid-ul Edha? How would I celebrate 
the Eid in a foreign country? I was also thinking that I should 
make a sacrifice this year since I was earning money. Of course, 
[could not consume the meat of a whole animal. After all, the 
purpose of sacrifice was to please God. Thus, I decided to dis- 
tribute the rest of the meat after I spared some for myself. 

| remember the Eid-ul Adha I had spent with my family when 
we returned home. I got a little gloomy, but it did not last forev- 
et. [here were no other Muslims living in our apartment build- 
ing, but we were neighbors with the other residents. Our reli- 
gion advises to have good relations with our neighbors. The Eid 
was Eid even though I was abroad. It was a joyful day that God 
pave people as a gift. And it was incumbent upon us to share the 
meat with the needy as required by the religion. 

| began to distribute the meat to my neighbors. I knocked 


on my neighbor’s door. The door opened: 
“Good morning!” 


Welcome!” 


After greeting my neighbor, I told him that I had brought 
meat for them. He was surprised. He thanked me and told me 


to wait for a second. Then, he came back with some money. 


“Thank you so much! Here is the money for the meat,” he 


said. 


| was neither surprised nor offended since I knew that it was 


Not common to give something for free to people in this coun- 


try. | told him: 


‘Ido not expect you to pay for the meat that I brought to 


you.” 
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_ “Why did you bring meat to me then, out of nowhere?” 


“I am a Muslim. Every Muslim who can afford to is sup- 
° . ? 99 
posed to sacrifice an animal for God's sake each year. 


“But I am not a Muslim.” 

“T know that you are not a Muslim, but you are my neigh- 
bor. Our religion respects and encourages good neighborly re- 
lations.” 

“You must have a beautiful religion. I always appreciated 
Mr. Ahmet’s and your relationship with other people. I was 
impressed with your effort to help them and to get along well 

with them. I now understand that the source of your good be- 
havior is Islam. I am an atheist. Now I want to become a Mus- 
lim: What should I do to embrace Islam? 

‘I was so excited to hear this. I told him that he should 
bear witness to the unity of God wholeheartedly. And then, | 
_ taught him how to say the original phrase word for word. My 
“neighbor became a Muslim as he talked to me at the door. 


F ~~ Then, he added: 


“Is there anything else I should do?” 

Smiling at him, I said: 

“That’s enough for now.” 

I became the happiest person on Earth at that moment. 
Was there a greater happiness for a man than this? God gave 
me the means with a piece of meat in order for a person to be- 
come a Muslim. | recited the Prophet’s hadith at that moment, 
“Causing someone to become a believer is better than having 
as many reddish camels that will fill the desert and anything 
and everything under the sun.” What else can | expect from 
God? There was no greater happiness for me than this. I left 
my neighbor hoping to see him again. And I returned home 
immediately to prepare meat for the other neighbors. 











KNOWLEDGE IS TO KNOW YOURSELF 


Knowledge is to come to know yourself. 
If you do not know yourself, what good is 


your knowledge? 


The point of studying is to come to know 


God, 


If one studies and still is not aware of God, 


studying is useless. 


Do not brag about how much you studied or 


how much you prayed; 
If you don’t know God, all you did was in 


vain. 
The entire meaning of the four Books is in 
a single alif; 


You read the alif, but what is its meaning? 


Yunus Emre says, even if you go on pilgrim- 
ageva thousand times, 
It would be much better to gain one’s heart. 


Yunus Emre 

















THE EGG IN THE POLE 


It was one of the fiercest winters of the South Pole. It was very 
cold and stormy. One could easily freeze. Yet, the penguins 
were used to the cold weather of their land. 


They gathered in large circles in order not to freeze. They 
were standing very close to one another. The strongest ones 
were standing in the outer circles. They were lined up fac- 
ing the inner circles. Their black-haired backs were facing the 
sun. [hat way, they were collecting some heat. The weakest 
penguins were encircled by the stronger ones since the middle 
of the circles were warmer than the outer ones. It was hard- 
er to survive for the weaker penguins. Therefore, the stron- 
ger ones were behaving altruistically. The sense of compassion 
was instilled in them by nature. Those who got a little warm- 
er were changing their places with those who were freezing. 
Thus, the warmest spot was shared by many. 

The hardest job was that of the emperor father penguins 
that carried their children on their feet. The children were 
still inside the eggs. They still had plenty of time to come out. 
Mother penguins went to the seas, leaving the unborn babies 
with their fathers. The fathers were responsible for carrying 
the eggs on their feet until the mothers returned. 

As it was getting colder and the wind was getting stronger, 
the father penguins were getting weaker. The fat under their 
skin was being consumed, which meant they would need food 
since they were utilizing the fat on their bodies to feed the 
eggs. How would they leave their eggs to go hunting? The time 
when the babies would be born was approaching. They could 
go hunting only after the birth. God gave them sharp beaks. It 
was not going to be hard for them to hunt lots of fish and they 


would regain the weight they were currently losing. 
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One of the father penguins in the circle looked at the sea, 
aising its head. There was still time for his spouse to return. 
She would come back probably a couple of days after the 
birth. The father checked the egg again. He covered the egg 
with his belly skin carefully. He should not allow it to fall or 
let it get cold. Otherwise, the life of the unborn baby would 
be endangered. It was too cold. The smallest mistake could 
result in the death of the baby. Yet, the father penguin was 
carrying out his duty perfectly for God instilled the feeling 
of protecting offspring in his nature despite hunger and cold 
weather. 

The mother penguin, on the other hand, waited on the 
snow for days without eating anything during the period of 
spawning. She lost a lot of weight, but she finally accom- 
plished handing the egg over to the father. 

She went to the sea for hunting in order to regain the 
pounds she had lost. She needed to eat lots of fatty fish since 
she needed to survive in the cold weather. 
She would take care of her baby when she 
went back. Leading such a life was taught 
tothe mother penguin by nature. 

Finally cracking sounds could be heard from 
the egg. The father patiently waited for his baby 
tocome out of the egg. There appeared the little 
baby. The father penguin fed the baby immedi- 

ately with a piece of food he kept in his craw. 
Feeding of the newborn was going to be like 
this until the mother returned. It was still very 
cold. The father penguin was protecting the 
baby from the cold and was also feeding it. 


The little baby was slowly getting used to 
this world. The mother penguins appeared on 











the shore towards the end of the third day. They looked wel]. 


fed and strong. Now they were returning to their babies and 
husbands. 
The father penguin immediately recognized his wife in the 
crowd. The mother penguin noticed them too. She moved 
towards them and approached her baby that she saw for the 
first time. Entrusting the little baby with its mother, the father 
penguin went to the sea. While the little baby was left with its 
mother, its father disappeared this time. 

Its mother was taking care of it very well and the baby was 
grow ing. 

The father returned from the sea in the meantime. The fa- 
ther also ate lots of fatty fish and was well-fed. Now, both par- 
ents were there to raise their child together for God assigned its 
parents successively to take care of the baby when He sent the 
small baby to this world. The little penguin looked at its par- 
ents affectionately and got closer to them. One day, He would 
do for his own child what his tather had done for him. This was 


instilled in them, by God, in their nature. 



















COMPASSION 


MECCA ONCE AGAIN 


Ț twas the seventh year of the great immigration (Hijjra). 
j Islam was reaching out to more and more people in the 
A Arabian Peninsula. The non-believers were causing diffi- 
cult times for the Muslims. They annulled the treaty between 
the Muslims and themselves in the second year of the Hu- 
daybiya Peace, which was originally signed for 10 years. Even 
though the Messenger of God called on the non-believers to 
follow the rules of the pact, which was signed by both parties, 
they did not want to do so. Finally, the Prophet decided to 
conquer Mecca. 

The Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, assembled 
an army of 10,000 soldiers and the troops were going to march 
and conquer the motherland, which they were forced to leave 
veats ago, where the House of God, the Ka‘ba, was located. 


It was the day for setting off. They set up a headquarters 
ona hill, facing the Ka‘ba, near Mecca. The non-believers of 
Mecca were scared of the 10,000 firebrands lit on that hill. 
They did not have a standing army that could fight against 
the army of Islam. The only thing they were curious to know 
was what the Prophet, to whom they did every evil and even 
mtended to kill, would do to them? He might send them into 
exile or make them slaves and sell them all in the market. Or, 
he might order his soldiers to kill them. But the Messenger of 
God did not do any of those things. He forgave all these peo- 
ple, who harmed him. After all, he was sent for the salvation 
ofall human beings. Upon this act of compassion, the non-be- 
levers of Mecca admitted, “You must actually be the Messen- 
pet of God. Such compassion and mercy can only belong to 
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ee 4f the ants surrounded the tree 
the Messenger of God. After all, you have always been known © 






Would it be a sin to destroy the ants?” 





among us as trustworthy and righteous.” 





| r | 
Mecca, which used to be the center of idolatry, was now Here is Ebussuud Efendi’s answer: 





under Muslim rule. The non-believers grew weaker after the “When you will appear in the presence of God 


conquest. First, the idols inside the Ka‘ba were demolished 
and then this sacred place was given back its much deserved 






The ant will take its right back from Suleyman” 







Yes, it was essential to respect the rights of others. It was 
incumbent upon man to protect the environment and bear 
mind that it is entrusted to us by God. Our compassion 
should be so wide that it should embrace even a small ant. 
cuch morality kept Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent from 








value and respect. Aay 
SULTAN SULEYMAN THE MAGNIFICIENT AND THE ANT [i 


The door of the Sultan’s apartment in Topkapı Palace (Has tae 
Oda) in Istanbul was opened on the morning of a sunny day. 3 
The tall, young man with an ostentatious turban on his head | we 
slowly moved to the back yard of the palace. This person was 
Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent. He used to go to the back 
yard to look at the sea and trees whenever he took a break from 
his tasks. The sun, sea and trees were spectacular that day, too. 
However, he noticed that the leaves of a particular tree were 
shriveled. He moved towards the tree and watched it careful- 
ly and he figured out the problem. There were ants all over the 
tree. He thought they should apply insecticide to it. That way, 
the tree would be relieved. He suddenly stopped. He remembered 
that the ants were also alive. Would it be right to harm them? 
Not able to come up with a reasonable solution that would harm 
none, he decided to consult with his master, Ebussuud Efendi. 
But, the master was not in his room. He wrote down the prob- 
lem on a piece of paper and left it on his master’s desk. 
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Í harming an ant. 
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The master noticed the note when he returned to his room 
a few hours later. Ebussuud Efendi also scribbled a few things 
_ under the Sultan’s note and left the paper on the same desk. 







= Sultan Suleyman stopped by his master’s room, again, later 
Oo . me master was not in. Yet, he recognized the note under 












| When the Messenger of God kissed his grandson, Hasan, cae 
the cheek, Akra ibn Habis said: 


“I have ten children. I never kiss them.” 


Then, the Prophet said: 


“God does not have mercy on those who do not show Com 
passion to people.” 

















COMPASSION EVEN TOWARD THE ENEMY 


A soldier of the enemy’s troops, who fell from one of the sunk 


en ships during the Dardanelles War, reported the following 
anecdote: 


| was standing near a heavy gun. I was likely to be shot by 
a bullet anytime. A huge explosion was suddenly heard. I laid 


down first, bounced up with a terrible shake and finally found 


myself in the cool water. We had bumped into a mine. Our ship 
was sinking. There was nothing we could do other than swim to 
the shore and save ourselves. The shore was close, but my right 
leg was wounded. Nevertheless, I began to swim to the shore 

| saw a Turkish soldier approaching me while fixing his 
bayonet. I was able to escape from the sea, but I was sure that 
[could not escape from his gun. The Turkish soldier left his 
gun on the ground and pulled me from the sea. He wrapped 
my wound with a bandage that he took from his own pocket 
He wrapped my trembling wet body as well. He carried me to 


their headquarters. [he Turkish soldiers served me tea. | was 
feeling much better.” in 
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THE YOUNG PERSON’S GUIDE TO 
UNDERSTANDING ISLAM 


We are on a journey in this world, a journey that is in fact much 
longer than we think it is. This journey did not start the day we 
were born, but much earlier than we can imagine. Our home 
is not the house or flat in which we are raised and enjoy the 
company of our families as a child; our real home is Eden, the 
place where our eternal parents Adam and Eve resided. If this 
is true, then what are we supposed to know about this journey 
on which we have found ourselves? How are we to return to 
our origin of Eden? Where are we actually headed? And what 
does the One Who has willed us to be on this journey expect 
us to do while we are here in this world? 


This book seeks to bring to the attention of young minds 
questions concerning our lives in this world, questions tha: 
occupy the minds of every one of us, questions we seek answer 
to. [he beauties of belief and leading a virtuous life are the 
underlying theme of each of the stories, poems, anecdotes 
and Prophetic traditions narrated in a way to encourage young 


believers to reflect upon the human condition and the purpose 
of our existence. 
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